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“COME OUT FIGHTING"

Foreword.

This book was done entirely by enlisted men, and
with no interferences by the brass.

L Ll L1

The life and deeds of the 761st Tank Battalion
are definitely entitled lo a unigue niche in the annals
of American military history, for it was the FIRST
armorcd unit in the history of the American Army
ever to enter combal with Negroes manning ils
weapons and vehicles, |

Its story belongs to the 14,000,000 Negroes of
America, as a tribute fo the military prowess,
courage and bravery of their sons, brothers and
fathers, against great odds, on the field of battle, for
they acguitted themselves well.

What the 761st Tank Batialion did, and how it
did it, are of the utmos{ importance to all the
people of America, rather than to a small restricted
segment, composed of the men who were in the
761st, and this story was designed to be told to the
entire world at large, so that history can pass jud-
gementd in an unbigsed and fair manner to these
sepia sons of the greatest democraty in the world.

In September 1945, at Bad Tolz, Germany, a high
officer of General George S. Patton's Third
L. 5. Army, with which it began and finished ifs
military operations; told the writer of this book:
“We were all in suspense when you entered combal,
and we were very curious and anxious fo know how
vou would come out, for we knew thal vou were the
first of your kind to ever go into battle.”

The whole world had the same curiosity, and also
wanled (o fnow!

Well, here is the answer to that question, in
"COME OUT FIGHTING”, and this material was
painstakingly compiled from records. data. and all

i

sources through which verifiable information could
be golten. It took a long time, and there was no 5-2
Report available in the 7671si, thus making our tash
more difficull.

What is wrillen here is our report lo the world
of what these brave men did, who did it, and how
they did it! We have embellished nothing, nor have
we glamorized those who, as in many cases, received
the rewards for the work done by someone else.
Here you will know who did it, and how!

The entire book was wrillen and edited by the
undersigned (who got a big kick oul of doing it),
as well as the designs of the cover. and the overlays
for the maps. The photosherein were obtained from

VAFIOUS SOUYCEeS.

Qur action photos of our Task Force Rhine
are used through the courtesy of the 103rd “'Cac-
fus" Mfantry Division, whose George Sanders
made them. Our Stevr, Austria. photos were made
by George Marker, of the 71st Infantry Divis-
ion, Kind-hearted individuals loaned us their
private photos in other instances, and much film
for our cameras.

The still pictures of our officers and enlisted men
of the F61st, were made by the following enlisted
men of this battalion, who also reproduced San-
der's pictures for us; Humphrey McCarter, of
Columbus, Ohio, whose war-time job was that of
communicalions chief for Baker Company, a former
civilian photographer, who set up the studio for the
work; Moses Ballard, of Washington, D. C,,
a Bronze Star Medalist, and tank commander in the
Assault Gun Platoon, and later in Baker Company:
and Albert N. Carrington, Ir., of New York
City and Norfolk. Va., and from Dog Company;
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who came lo the 761st late, bul whose civilian profi-
ciency and experience proved an invaluable assel
m the work done, even as his playing of left tackle
on Virginia Union University's football teams of
1938-40 helped Coach Hucles teams.

Appreciation goes o Master Sergeant Ernest
D. Hill, and Second Liewtenant Horace Alph-
enso Jones, both of Service Company, for their
valuable aid in gelting our photographic work
started. Wo also acknowledge the assistance rend-
ered by Lieutenant Clarence |. Godbold's Per-
sonnel Section, and especially Tech 4th Samuel
Allen, Tech 4th Samuel H, Cooper, and Corp-
oral J oseph W. Hobbs, whose co-operation
malerially helped clarify previous inaccurate reporls.

Appreciation goes to our Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Paul L. Bates, who consider-
ately and understandingly, did not project his rank
into the picture, but gave us his willing co-oper-
ation, to the fullest extent. Also to the other officers
and enlisted men who aided in this effort, and espe-
cially to First Lieutenant Jay F. Johnson, of New
York Cily, whose enthusiasm contributed much to
the beginning of our photographic work.

The writer expresses his especial appreciation to
Colonel Louis V. Germayne, Signal Officer of
the Third U. S. Army, who stuck his chin way oul,
lo allow the wriler to avail himself of copious quan-
tities of photographic supplies, so that our photo-
men could do their work,

The writer hails from Charlotte, North Carolinia
(as all the members of the 761st now know), and
was a newspaperman in civilian life, and ditto in
the U. 5. Army. Was for 15 years on the Executive
Staff of the Associated Negro Press, founding ils
Washington, D. C. sef-up in 19371: founded and
headed the Washington, D. C. Negro Press Club,
1931-33, and came to the Army from the AFRO-
AMERICAN Newspapers, which gave him his first
Press Card in 1930. Has worked on other papers,

also. Did the period from August-December, 1944
with the Public Relations Section, Headguarters,
European Thealer of Operations.

The fine maps, and the cover design and memo-
vial wreath, were drawn by youthful William
Kiser, Jr., of Hartford, Conn., crack bow-gunner
in the Charlie Company tank “"COOL STUD",
which {minus ils rooster-mascol of the same name)
is shown on the cover. Bill's crew had three "COOL
STUDS” shot out from under them during combal.
He laid aside his beloved 30-calibre machine gun o
take up his pens and brushes and do the fine jobs
in this book.

This book is the story of how the 761st Tank
Battalion piled up the impressive record which
won it the praise of the War Department, and
brought it into the picture for choice as one of the
few. “Separate’” armored combat unils selected for
an occupational role in Germany, after having been
originally scheduled for battle in the Pacific. It also
tells what it was that made the War Department
decide lo consider the perpetuation of the 761st
Tank Batlalion as a Regular. Army unil, with this
record which has garnished the 761st with an en-
viable color and fradition, which these Negro tank-
men, first to ever enter combat, went oul and
CREATED from scraich,

50, we lake pride in giving you your reporl on
one of the greatest combal unils in the American
Army, anywhere, regardless of minr-_rhf Folsl
Fank Battalion, whose Molto is the title of this
book: "COME OUT FIGHTING!

éz c=
TREZZVANT W. ANDERSON,
Teisendorf, Germany, 1945,
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r\thia Yook i9 dedicated fo the Memory of our comrades in
arme who hove ceosoed fo the for shore, affer haping made the
supreme sacifice for their country and for the couse of Jemocracy !
Jt ia o fitting tribute to theiv memory thaf all Ymericans will eper
remembet that for whidy they hape died and afrioe to insuce that
foreoer their deaths will not haoe been in pain! ur honored

dbead: We Jolute Jou ! ‘
The men of the 7819t Tant Jattalion

THE HONOR ROLL

OFFICERS:
First Lieutenant Maxwell Huffman, Newell, South Dakola
Second Lieutenant Kenneth W. Coleman, Washington, D. C
Second Lieutenant Rober! C. Hammond, Jr., Cleveland, Ohio,
EMLISTED MEN

Private Clifford C. Adams (Nov. 8, 1944), 1104 Kellum Street, Waco, Texas.

X
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ENLISTED MEN:

Sergeant Roy King (Nov. 9, 1044), 520 Palmerton Street, River Rouge, Michigan.

1st Sgt. Samuel J. Turley (Nov. 9, 1944), 20-815 Trinity Avenue, The Bronx, NYC.

Staff Sqt. Harvey Woodard (Nov. 9, 1944), Box 11, Howard, Georgia.

Tech 4th Claude Mann (Nov. 9, 1944), 6506 Champlain Avenue, Chicago, lllinois.

Corp. Carlton Chapman (Nov. 9, 1044), Pembroke, Virginia.

Private Robert W. Briscoe (Nov. 9, 1044), 1305 Presstman Street, Baltimore, Maryland.
Private L. C. Byrd (Nov. 9. 1944), 1505 19th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

Private Fmile |. Armsirong (Nov. 9, 1044), 520 West 5th Street, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Private Nathaniel Simmons (Nov. 9, 1944), 614 King Street, Beaufort, 5. C.

Private Willie C. Lofton (Mov. 9, 1944), 412 West 12th Street, Corsicana, Texas.
Sergeant James W. Harrison (Nov. 0, 1944), 117—McDonough Street, Brooklyn, New York.
Private Theodore R, Cooper (Nov. 9, 1994), 716 Fair Street, Camden, 5. C.

Private Alexander 5. Anderson (Nov. 9, 1944), 350 Brookside Avenue, Washington, Penna.
Tech 4th Horatio Scoit (Nov. 10, 1944), 23 Charles Street, Lynn, Mass.

Tech 4th Walter J. Campbell (Nov. 11, 1944), 75 Sealey Avenue, Hempstead, New York.
Pvt, Gearge Shivers (Nov. 11. 1944), 58 Cooper Streel, Bainbridge, Georgia.

Staff Sgt. Ruben Rivers (Nov, 19, 1044), Route 1, Box 57, Tecumseh, Oklahoma.

Tech 5th Roderick Fwing (Mov. 19, 1844), 515 North Bath Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Private First Class Ivory V. Hillard (Nov. 19, 1944), 1107 Oliver Street, Houston, Texas.
Corp. Ardis E. Graham (Nov. 25, 1944), Raeford, Morth Carolina.
Tech 5th Lane Dunn (Nov. 25, 1944). Post Office, Scottswille, Kentucky.

Private Coleman Simmons, Jr. (Nov. 25, 1944), 8751 Greeley Avenue, Delroit, Michigan.

Al
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Private James Weldborn, Jr. (Nov. 25, 1944), Jonesville, North Carolina.

Tech 5th Horace G. Johnson (Dec. 19, 1944); Im. Del., Tabor City, N. C, 5
Sergeant Robert A. Johnson (January 3, 1945), 1230 Kenyon Street, NW., Washington, D. C.
Staff Sgt. James W. Nelson (January 4, 1945), 2284 Clinton Street, De.‘_rm'f. Michigan.
Private Thomas 5. Bragg (January 4, 1945), 950 East Bragg Streel, Elizabeth, New Jersey.
Tech 5th Jessie J. Bond (January 5, 1945), Route 1, Box 197, Gates, North Carolina,

Tech 5th Willie J. Devore (January 9, 1945), 740 Oak Street, Greenwood, S. C.

Corp. Fred L. Brown (April 14, 1045), 1199 Boston Road, The Bronx, NYC.

X
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL PAUL L. BATES, COMMANDING

Rutgers University, Western Marvland College (All-America Footballer), t
who commanded the 761st when it entered combat. Was* wounded !
November 7, 1944, and veturned to the battolion on February 17, 1945, and |
led i1 to ils Hnish in Austrla in Moy 1845, |'r3”?;"-:r- Bouonton, New Jersey. :
Holds the Bronre Star Medal, with a cluster, and the Purple Hearl. |

|

w1
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HEADQUARTERS
7615ST TANK BATTALION. APO 403

L. 5. ARMY

9 May 1945

7 Sabute You! Officees and Enlisted Wen!

To The Officers and Enlisted Men of the 7615t
Tank Battalion:

It is with the greatest of pride that | review the
accomplishments of the 761st Tank Battalion.

You have more than lived up lo the many indi-
cations of battle success recalled in your training in
the Uinited States, and by the fine commendations
received from the many officers who inspected you
there.

Your conduct in England as you drew your equip-
ment and made final preparations for the fighting
ahead was & model for the American soldier. You
have fought gallantly in all extremes of climate
and terrain. Mud, snow, mountains, rivers, swamp-
lands, have all caused you intense discomfort and
greatly tried your ingenuity and ability, but did
not stop you.

Equipment shortages and the great variety of
equipment you have received have called upon you
to continually adapt yourselves and modify your
concepts of the ability, limitations, and character-
istics of weapons and wvehicles. These you have
mastered.

Fighting in France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland,
Germany and Austria, with the 3rd, 7th, and Oth
American Armies, with the 17th Airborne, 26th,
71st, 70th, 87th, 95th, and 103rd Infantry Divisions,
has required your adjusting yourselves to the re-
quirements of a greal number of different units.
This vou did with such great distinction as lo receive
written commendations from four Major Generals.

LY

The greal courage you have shown in your tanks
has been magnificently matched by the truck drivers
as they hrought up supplies. The mainlenance men
have worked tirelessly to keep the armor going.
They have gone without food and sleep, and used
every means possible to obtain spare parts. They
have been oulstanding.

The mess personnel, radio repairmen, clerks, all
have performed their work in a superior manner.
At times all have been called upon Lo lay down their
reqular work and use their guns This they have
done eagerly.

The medical personnel followed fearlessly and
slways cared for us regardless of enemy lire,
weather, and terrain.

You have met every type of equipment in the
German Army, planes, V-Bombs, bazookas, panzer-
fausts, BBs, 75s, arlillery, self-propelled guns, tanks,
mines, All have hurt you. All have destroyed some
of your equipment. But 4T are behind you, useless,
the German stldier defeated, his politician silent,
and you are victorious!

| salute you and look forward to your continued
superior work in any assignment received, either as

individuals or as a battalion.
Steyr, Austria, 9 May 1045

PAUL L BATES
Lt-Col., 4pf (Armd), Commanding.
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Second Licutenont Clarence I. Godbold, who
was both the Battalion Adjutant and Pergonnel Officer,
when operations ceased in May 1845, having suceeeded
Captain LeonardP, Taylor, as S-1, when Captain
Taylor became S5-3 for Air snd Communications.
Lieutenant Godbold was g former Warrant Officer,
and evarned a battlefield promotion o his rank, as
a resulf of his copable handling of both of his difficult
nnd exacting assignments simultancously, Hom e
Yonkers, New York, and a former momber of the 82nd

Infonicry Divizion

Major Russel] C. . Geisgl, Jr., ond laler Executive
Cfficer, unkil September 4, 1945 Home: Sharon Hill,
Pennsyivania, Was 5-3 Officer when the Tdist entered
combat, and ended the war as Executlve Officer.
Noted for his earlessness and his presence at the
front, where he was a greatl inspiration to the men.
His eounsel and adviee was frequently sought, and
heeded, by the men of the battalion. Holds the Bronze
Star Medal, and @ cluster, and the Purple Heart

—

e ee——
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Chapter |
Z E [] E [

In the office of the Chief of the Army Ground
Forces in Washington, D. C., long before the attack
al Pearl Harbor, there was being debated the ques-
tion of whether or not it would be a paying pro-
position to include Negro soldiers in the Armored
Forces of the Army Ground Forces.

One supporter of the idea was the late Lieutenant
General Leslie J. McNair, Chiel of the Army Ground
Forces, who was killed in bombing raids over Nor-
mandy, in France, in July 1944, General McNair did
nol find everyone in accord with his ideas, but he
was insistent in his contention that the project would
pay dividends, and over the objections of some of
his colleagues he finally won out, and the project
was ordered into existence. (General McNair never
lived to witness the fruits of his experiment on
European and lalian battlefields in World (War IL).

- And so, in March 1941, white personnel at the
Armored Force School at Fort Knox, Kentucky, were
surprised when a group of 98 Negro enlisted men
reported from Fort Cusler, Michingan, for training
in armored warfare. It was the first lime in the
history of the American Army that Negroes had
been in the armored section of the Army, for spe-
cific training in that lield!

These ninety-eight enlisted men, themselves,
were a bitl awed by the situation for they found no
other Negro tankers at Forl Knox, and they realized
that they were the "pioneers” of the Negro armored
soldier. They did not know the story behind their
presence at Fort Knox, nor did the other enlisted
personnel of the Armored Force School, for they
had certainly not expected Negroes to report there.
But the program went into operation, and the group
began its training in the armored branch.

Five tumes the forked lightming of the fire-potoer
of the T6lst's armor-clad battle-wagons lashed out
againgt the Nozi foe—, and five times the enemy was
hurled back, reeling drunkenly under the force of
the smashing blows dealt by these sepia Americans,
first of their kind ever to engaoge an enemp of their
country, under the flag of the United States. And their
death-dealing tanks rolled across the soil of &T
European countries in those flve major combal cam-
paigns. "Germany's finest troops” fell their unbending
strength and fury, and yielded to these not-to-be-
denied wveterans, in France, Luxembourg, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, fiself, and Austrial Jt was the
Tolst Tank BRaitalion!

For three months the men trained steadily, their
number being augmented all the while by the arrival
of more enlisted personnel from other Army camps.

It was thus that in June 1941 there came into
being the first tank battalion in the American Army
with Negro enlisted personnel, and it was design-
ated: The 758th Tank Battalion (Light). But this is
not the story of the 758th Tank Battalion (Light).

After three months of training in tank operalions,
radio mechanics, and related phases of mechan-
ized warfare, the 758th moved down to Camp
Claiborne, Louisiana, where it continued to train.
At this point the 761st Tank Batialion (Light) comes
into, the picture!

Ten months after the arrival of the first group of
Megro enlisted men at the Armored Force School,
at Fort Knox, the 761st Tank Baltalion (Light), was
activated, at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, on April
Ist, 1942 '

The War Department had toyed with the idea of
an Armored Division, but briefly, and had given
more of a preference to the idea of armored
“groups”, consisting of three tank battalions. These
“groups” possessed higher maneuverability and
flexibility than the larger armored divisions, and
offered a greater certainty and security for oversea
movement, especially in view of the domination
the air and shipping lanes by German aircraft an
submarines. Five armored groups were aclivated.
Four of these had white personnel, and one had
Negro personnel. The group with Negro personnel
was the “5th Tank Group”', commanded by Colonel
LeRoy Nichals. And in the making of this group the
761st formed the second of the three units activated
with Negro personnel for its enlisted strength.

The activation of the 7615t Tank Battalion (Light)
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Coptaln Augusi W. Bremer, Porl Si.
Joe, Florida, who wag the Battalion 5-2
LMeer, after having commanded Service
Company, during 1'||r|||1._|.| He iz a3 versatile
athlete, and became an “Armored” soldier
a5 & resull af the Qipping of a coin, to decide
whether 1o joip the infantry o the srmored
seetion, The armor woan, Attended the Unl-
versity of PFlorida, Gainsville. Florida, Is n
Bronze Star holder.

o

o
Caplain Leonard P. Taylor, known to

the men as “Chief”, whn was [ormerly the
Battalion Adjutant, when [t entered combat,
but wound up as a captain, and the Battal-
o S5-3 Oflcer for Air and Communications
in combat, winning a combat promotion. Had
n hand in the reorganization of the ambushed
supply troin on TASK FORCE RHINE In
March 1845 Home: Atlants, Georgin. A for-
mer schoolmaster, and college professor at
Clark University, Atlania. Wos In the CCC
when the drafy eall eome

e

Captuin David I Williams, I, Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, who commanded Able Company, when the
T8l first jumped off, and made the first contact with
the enemy, Waz hospitalized in January 1845 in “The
Bulge”, Holds the Silver Star Medal, and two clusters
o his Purple Heart Attended Yalo Urniversily, and

‘was one of the most populaor oMicers In the Battalion

Captain Phllip W. Latimer, of Slleshee, Texas,
ong of the hardest-working officers in the T81st, who
was the Baltnllon S-4, Supply Ofticer, when the unit
enlered combal, and when it ended operations. He
supplied the men in all thelr =ix European combul
countries, and never let them down, He worked right
dlong with his enilsted men, and never shirked his

job, Was an athlete a1 Bavior University, in Texas

Capt. WilliamH Bruee, Jr., of Winsion-
Salem, North Carolina, the Battalion Surgesn,
who was Aszistant Surgeon during combat.
He joined the T81sy in England in Seplember
1844, and stayed with it through thick and
thin. Graduated from the Meharry Medical
Schon)

_‘I' —_—

- =
Caplogm Willlpgm L. OT o n, Mewark New

dJersey, the Battalion Motor Officer during
ciimbal, who became 5-20 when Captain
Bremer got off to go home in Seplember
1945. One of the most likeable officers in the
battalion, and an indefatiguable worker.
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was ordered on March 15, 1042, by the War Dep-
artment, and the actual activation came on April
1, 1942, when Lieutenant Colonel (then Major)
Edward E. Cruise, of Poughkeepsie, New York, as-
sumed command.

The 7615t Tank Battalion (Light) was made up
ol a cadre of officers and enlisted men from the
758th Tank Battalion (Light), plus other officers and
enlisted men from the Armored Force School, al
Fort Knox. Its strength on the date of activation
was: 27 officers and 313 enlisted men. The author-
ized strength under the established T'O was: 36
officers and 503 enlisted men. All officers were
white, upon activation.

The original staff of the 761st consisted of the
following officers: '

Major Edward E. Cruise, Poughkeepsie, N. Y..
Commanding.

Captain John R. Wright, Jr., Beverly Hills, Calif.
Executive.

?nd Lt. Leonidas D. Word, Knoxville, Tenn,, 5-1.
Adjutant.

Ist Lt. Tillmer E. Davidson, DuBois, |daho, 5-2
and S-3.

1st Lt. Richard 5. Gowdy, Philadelphia, Pa. 5-4.

?nd Lt. Frank H. Balfour, Jfr., Orlando, Fla.
Personnel Officer.

Capt. Sidney Storch, Broocklyn, N.Y.Bn Surgeon.

st Lt. James T. Griffin, Motor OFicer.

Commanders of the companies were:

HQS CO.: Captain George L. Barrier, South
Carolina.

Co “A"": Captain Charles W. Calvert, of Missouri,

Co “B": Captain Lewis 5. Griffith, of New York.

Co “C": Captain John D. Seals, of Georgia.

Serv Co.: Captain Arthur W. Whitemore.

There was na Company “D", for all tank battalions
were equipped with light tanks, or mediums, with
three letter companies by T'O.

=]

On May 28, 1942 the strength of the battalion
was raised to 529 enlisted men, by the arrival of
216 enlisted fillers from the Armored Force Re-
placement Training Center at Fort Knox. A month
later the 761st received the national colors, on June
30, 1042, when a ceremony was held. The Battalion’s
own colors were not received until a year later.

The first testing of the training received came on
August 23, 1042, when the 761st moved out to
Camp Livingston, Louisiana, for a week of maneu-

vers with the 78th Infantry Division. The 32-mile
road march was made with [ull field equipment, and
a strength of 34 officers and 545 enlisted men. The
results were satisfactory.

During the period from April st to September
7, 1942 the training and indoctrination period was
going on, and the misfits were being weeded out,
and either re-assigned or transferred. On September
7th the battalion received 158 enlisted fillers from
the AFRTC, and reached its T/O strength. Major
Cruise had, meanwhile, been promoted to Lieut-
enant Colonel.

FIRST NEGRO OFFICERS

Three months and sixteen days alter the activation
of the 761st it received its first Negro officers. They
were three second lieutenants, who comprised the
first group of Megro officers to ever serve in the
761st. They had just completed the Officer Candidate
School of the Armored Force, al Fort Knox, and
arrived at the 761st on July 16, 1942, They were:

2nd Lt. Charles H. Barbour, Junction City, Kansas.

2nd Lt. Samue! Brown, Charleston, South Car-
olina.

2nd Lt. Jvan H. Harrison, Detroit, Michigan.
They were assigned as tank platoon leaders in Com-
panies “B”, A", and "C", respectively.

Between September 10 and October 28, 1942,
23 officers and 232 enlisted men received the
American Defense Service Medal (also known as the
“Pre-Pear] Harbor Medal”), and five more Negro
officers joined the Battalion. The five, who arrived
on September 25, 1942, were:

2nd Lt. Carl Bowman, Los Angeles, Calil. —to
Co. "B".

2nd Lt. Spencer Hardy, Chicago, llls. — toCo.”C".

?nd Lt. John D. Long, Detroit, Michigan. — to
Co. "B".

?nd Lt. frvin McHenry, Leavenworlh, Kansas —
to Co. "C".

?2nd Lt. Warren F. Taylor, Philadelphia, Pa, —
to Co. "A".

They were assigned as tank platoon leaders.

Intensive training was being pursued by the Bal-
talion which was now a part of the 5th Tank Group,
with Headquarters at Camp Claiborne. On Novem-
ber 22, 1942, Lieut-Col. Cruise was transferred,
and Major John R. Wright, Jr., assumed command
of the 761st.

And the year of 1942 ended.




ALIE WU G HTINGS

Captain Ivan H Harrlson, of Delroit, Michigan,
who started off as the CO of Headquarters, ervded up
commanding Service Company, and then became the
Eattalion Executive Oflicer, succeeding Major Geist
in September, 1945, Was the second Negro company
commander in the T6lst, taking over in Oetober 15943,
back in the U, 8 A, Became the first MNegro CO of the
T6lst on Nowv. 3, 1945,

Captain Irvin McHenry, who commanded Head-
quarters Company at the end of the war. Started
combat as 00 of Charlie Company, and was injured
in the battle of Honskirch. Waz the first Negro to
ever vommand a tank company in the Télsi laking
June 20, 1943,
Leavenworth, Kansas. Ts o Regular Army man, The

ever Charlie Companvy an Home

fellows called him "The Burner”,

Captain James T, Bake r, Indianapolis, Indiana,
Commanding Able Company, who began as gn officer
in Dog Company, bui when Firsd
Licutenant Maxwell Huffman was woundst at
Nieder Schlettenbach on March 20, later dying of those
Caplain Baker Medal
holder, and has the Purple Hearl It was his Able
Company which led the way into Ausiria, seiring the

took over Able

wounds 5 a Bronze Siar

dam over the Inn River above Braunau (birthplace of
Hitler), at 0430 hours on the morning of May 2nd,
and one of his platoons reached Steyr, Ausiria on
May 5, and crossed the Enns Hiver, gettng in ahesd
of Chairlic Company, as was previously reported
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Caplain Charles A Gates Kansas City, Missouri,
graduate of Hampton Instifule (Virginia), alhlete, maxl
decorated officer in the 761kt holding both Silver and
Bronze Star Medals, and come overseas and inlo com=
bat as Commander of the crack Assault Gun Platoon,
became CO of Charlle Company, and then was made
Battalion 5-3 [(Air & Comms), and then took over as
the S5=3 for ithe Battalion. Holds the Purple Heart,
pnd is affectionately known to the fellows as “Pop”
Gateg. Was right in there all the time, and '.l.'u:-'t roted

for his considerateness [or his men,

Captlain Samucl Brown, Charleston, South Caro-
lina, 00 of Bakor Company, and the third Negro o
command 1 company in the 781si, having headed Able

Company on Movember 30, 1043 Il was his company
which was on the poing in TASK FORCE HHINE

in March 1845,

Caplain Richard W. English, of New Orleans,
Loulgiana, who commanded Dog Company, inios, and
through, combat. “Bulldog” Epglish, his men ealled
him, a jolly i!u'-'..w1'.'.1 a gay disposilion, and guile
a Behter, Put in some sirong likes at alival, crossing
Cermany, and in the reorganizalion of the ambushed
supply train on TASK FORCE RHINE. In the “Battle
of the Bulge”™ 4 was his company which kept ihe

supply lines intact, and howl

%
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A Geoup of Company Commanders

Taken just alter Caplain Harrison, of Service Company became Exccutive Officer. this photo shows the
commanders of five of the six companies. They are: (L-R) Captain James T. Baker, Indianapois, ind.:
First Lieutenant Willlam H, Griffln, Marshallville, Ga, (Service Company}); Firsy Liewlenant James
R. Burgess, Jr. Chicago, lllinois (Charlie); Captain Richard W, English, New Orleans, La, {Dog), and
Caploin Samucl Brown, CJI.HI'J.E:EIDEI., Soulh Carolina (Baker). Coptain Ba ke r commanded Able Company.
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Chapter |l

In April of 1943 the Battalion celebrated its first
anniversary of existence, with a gala field day,
climaxed by elaborate entertainment and amusement
features, attended by visitors from the surrounding
communilies.

During this same month the 5th Tank Gmup' Wias
rounded out by the activation of the 784th Tank
Battalion (Light), with the cadre personnel being
furnished from the 761st. It was the third and last
of the three Negro-composed tank battalions to be
activated under the War Department program for
the project.

BIG-TIME MANEUVERS

In April 1943 the 761st left Camp Claiborne for
the Second Phase of the Third Army Maneuvers,
which lasted until June 6, 1943, During these
maneuvers the 761st operaled with the 85th In-
fantry ‘Division, and the all-Negro 93rd Infantry
Division, and was attached to the 3rd Armored
Corps. commanded by Lieutenant General (then
Major General) Willis D. Crittenberger, Sr. The
?61st also worked with the famed 100th Infantry
Battalion, composed of Japanese-American troops.
the Nisei Battalion.

Morale was high, condition was excellent, and
the members of the Battalion went about their tasks
with fine spirits, coming through the maneuvers
with flying colors. Many angles of mechanized
warfare were revealed in the field. under varying
conditions, which served to acclimate the members
of the 761st to armored field operations in a far
more definite manner than could ever have bheen
achieved through the routine training program,

Visits came from high ranking Army officers on
several occasions during this period. Among them
were Lieutenant General Ben Lear, former Com-
manding General of the Army Ground Force Rein-
farcement System of the European Theater of Ope-
rations, and later Deputy Theater Commander of

“Some af the fellows were mired up in fome of
the unpleasantness which occurred around Aler-
andria, Lousiana, but most of them kept in the clear.
and mastered all the intricacies of the M-3 light tank,
and the M-4. General Sherman, and the Assault Gun-
ners set records ipith thetr 105 howitzers in Teras
Far—they had a job to do—somewhere!™

the ETO, and also the late Lieutenant General
McNair, the “father” of Negro tankmen.

The fact that the 761st was shaping up satisfac-
torily was indicated in the following commendation
received from the Chief of the Army Ground
Forces, General McNair, who said: “Vehicles and
weapons of the Fo1st Tank Batlalion were in ex-
cellent condition and well-disposed in bivouac on
May 12, 1943".

On June 6, 1943 the 761st returned to Camp
Claiborne with a new feeling of confidence as a
result of the performance on these maneuvers. This
mental attitude was to be later reflected on the balt-
lefield as was attested in a commendation from
Major General Manton §. Eddy, Commanding Gen-
eral of the Xl Corps., almost two years later in
France. The return trip was made by a mounted
road march over a distance of approximately 83
miles. The total strength at this time was: 43 offi-
cers and 593 enlisted men.

On Independence Day of 1943, July 4th, Lieut-
enant Colonel Paul L. Bates, of Boonton, New
lersey, then a major, officially assumed command
of the battalion. It was a post which he never relin-
quished, except for hospitalization from wounds re-
ceived in action in 1944, and he had actually been
in command of the 761st for two months prior to
the issuance of the official orders, due to the facl
that Lieut-Col. Wright had been in the hospital,
and the command had fallen to Colonel Bates “pro
tem”, in April. Colonel Wright was transferred in
July 1945,

During the month of July 1943 eight officers and
267 enlisted men received the “Pre-Pearl Harbor™
Medal. Training continued at Camp Claiborne until
September 14. And on that date the 761st moved.

Packing bag and baggage the entire battalion
moved to Camp Hood, Texas, for a permanent
change of station, arriving there on September 15,
1943, with a strength of 42 officers and 601 enlisted

men



e —

10 “COME OUT FIGHTING™

Left to right: Coptain James T, Baker, CO until leaving for home in September 1945 First Lieulenant
William Kitt, of Milstead, Alabama, baitleficld-commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 1945, and pro-
moted 1o First Lieutenant in the same vear; Second Lieutemant THeodore Al Weston, of Washington,
D. €., and First Lieutenant Harold Kingsley, of Chieage, Illinois, Bronze Slar holder, who took over the
command when Caplain Bakey left, In fact, ALL are Bronze Star Medalisis,

The Baker Company Rameods

y Left to right; Sccond Lieut-
| enantWarren G. H. Crecy,
“haoddest man™ in the T61s1
on ithe battlefield; First Lieur-
enant Harold B, Gary, of
Abilene, Kansas, who spontl
more lime on the front lincs
than a other officer in the
battalion, and whose platoon
spearheaded TASK FORCE
RHINE; Firat  Liculenonl
Elvsen J1. Tayloer Chic-
ago, linols, who was anoiher
officer with a heluva Jot of
iront=line hours, and Caplain
Samuel Brown, Charles-
fon, South Curoling, the Com-
pany Commander.




s =

“COME OUT -FIGHTING" 11

AN IMPORTANT CHANGE

On QOctober 29, 1943, a change took place which
was to affect the entire [uture of the Battalion and
its history, when it underwent a reorganization, by
order of the War Department. Orders for the
change came in a letter, subject: "Reorganization
of Tank Battalions”, dated October 27, 1043

Under this reorganization the Battalion changed
Loth its name and equipment, for it then became
“THE 761ST TANK BATTALION”, instead of the
761st Tank Battalion, Light, and its equipment was
changed from the light tanks to the M-4 medium
lanks, the General Shermans. It also received an
additional company, designated as “Company D",
and composed of light tanks only. This company
was actually formed on November 2, 1043, and was
commanded by Captain Arthur E. Campbell, of
Saint Augustine, Fla.

The new name of the Battalion followed it
throughout the remainder of its military career.

Another item of importance caused by this re-
organization was a shifting of a number of while
officers from the 761st to the 784th Tank Battalion
(Light), and vice-versa.

FIRST NEGROES ON STAFF

From this change the Battalion received its first
Megra Staff Officer. He was First Lieutenant Albert
I. Leiteau, ol New Orleans, Louisiana, who had
been the Personnel Officer of the 784th. Lieut.
Leiteau became the Battalion Adjutant, 5-1, of the
folst.

Prior to the reorganization there had been
thirteen Negro officers among the forly-lwo com-
prising the Battalion's commissioned strength. After
the reorganization there were twenty-two Negro
officers and, twenty white officers in the Baltalion.

Captain Wince A. D. Johnson, of Orlando, Flor-
ida, was on the stalf as Assistant Surgeon, with First
Lieutenant Wendell P. Farling, of Burlington, New
Jersey, as the Dental Officer. Captain Johnson later
became the Battalion Surgeon, its first such officer.
Captain Garland N. Adamson, of Chicago, lllinois,
came from the 784th, and became the assistant lo
Capl. Johnson, and after returning to the 784th,
came back to the 761st and became ils surgeon,
succeeding Captain Johnson, in 1944,

On November 1, 1943 the Battalion Staff con-
sisted of the following officers:
. Major Paul L. Bates, Boonton, New Jlersey,
Commanding Officer.

Capt. Charles M. Wingo, Dillwyn, Virginia,
Executive Officer.

ist Lt. Afbert J. Leiteau, New Orleans, La. Ad-
jutant, S-1.

ist Lt. Frank H. Balfour, Jr., Orlando, Florida.
’ iiapt. Edwin W. Reynolds, Billings, Montana. 5-5.

Ist Lt. Phitip W. Latimer, Silesbee, Texas. 5-4,

st Lt. William L. O’'Dea, Newark, New Jersey.
Motor OFF.

Capt. Wince A. D. Johnson, Orlando, Florida,
Surgeon.

1st Lt. Wendell P. Earling, Burlington, N. J. Den-
tal Oficer.

L 3 L] Ll

Second Lieutenant Leonard P. Taylor, of Atlanta,
Georgia, succeeded Lieut. Leileau as Adjutant, on
December 19, 1943, and the staff remained slatic
through the close of 1943.

In the officer shifts between the 761st and the
784th, the following Negro officers had come lo
the 761st:

Captain Garland N, Adamson, Chicago, llinois.

Ist Lt. Werdell P. Earling, Burlington, New Jersey.

st Lt. Albert J. Leiteau, New Orleans, Louisiana.

1st Lt. John D. Long, Detroit, Michigan.

2nd Lt. Richard A. Williams,” Philadelphia, Pa.

WOIG James E. William, Detroit, Michigan,

2nd Li. Kenneth W, Coleman, Washington, D. C.
(Deceased.) :

2nd Lt. Jay E. Johnson, New York City.

Znd Lt. James C. Lightfool, Washington, D. C.

During the twelve months of 1943 the unil had
acquitted itself well in field tests, with the Assault
Gun Platoon making an excellent firing record. as
did the gun crews of the tanks. Training had been
arduous, and there had been a few casualties ol a
minor nature during the period. But the overall
picture showed that the unit was making fine pro-
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These Mew Made Chaclie Company Click!

Left to right: First Lieutenant Thomas E. Bruce, Fort Scolt, Kansas, whose
platoon hammered Ihruuigh the Maginot Line at Kalhausen, and lore up Jerry
fortifications at ReisdorfMso TASK FORCE RHINE could break through the Sieg-
fried Line In March 1845: First Lieutenant James R. Burgess, Jr, of Chicago,
thé former CO of the Assaull Gun Platoon, who took over Charlie Company in July
1945, after “Pop” Gates left it; Firsi Lieutenant Steven B. Mayno, BErooklyn,
New York, who joined late, but made a whale of an impression in Charlie Company,
and Second Licutenant Frank € Cochrane (“The Devil™), of Beacon, New
York, who staried out in ballle with Charlie Company ns a staff sergeant, and
then won o battlefield commission. (His lasy act was to contact the Russians at Steyr,
Austria, after having calmly shoi a Jerry transport plane out of the sky at the
airfield at Wels, Ausiria, on May 4.)
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gress in its preparation for the execution of ils
mission, and it had been praised by both Lt-Gen.
McNair and Lt-Gen. Lear, who visited it.

In the month of November 1943 the first Good
Conduct Medals were awarded to enlisted men of
the Battalion, with 93 receiving this award which is
given for one year of sustained good conduct and

exemplary performance. The 761st was still a part
of the 5th Tank Group.

FIRST NEGRO COMPANY COMMANDERS

In the interim there had been some changes in
the commanding officers of the companies. Certain
companies had received their first Negro Company.
commanders during the year.

On June 20, 1943, Second Lieutenant lrvin
McHenry, of Leavenworth, Kansas, became the first
Negro to ever command a company in the 761sl
Tank Battalion, when he succeeded Major (then
Captain) Charles M. Wingo, as commander of
Company “C". Four months and ten days later,
on Ociober 30, 1943, the second Negro company
commander assumed command, when First Lieut-
enant fvan H. Harrison, of Detroit, Michigan, took
command of Headquarters Company, succeeding

‘Major (then First Lieutenant) Russell C. Geist, Jr.,

of Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. Just one month later,
to the day, a third Negro officer took over a com-
pany, when Captain (then First Licutenant) Samuel
Brown, of Charleston, South Carclina, became the
CO of Company A", on November 30, 1043,

The formation of Company D" had been effec-
ted by taking an officer and enlisted cadre from the
other companies of the Battalion, and on November
2, 1943, the activation had been completed, with
enlisted shortages heing filled on lanuary 7, 1044,

when 128 enlisted men were received from the
ARTC at Fort Knox.

And so, in 1243 the Battalion had been changed
irom a light tank batlalion to a medium tank unit,
equipped with medium tanks, armed with 75 mm
cannon in three letter companies. and augmented
by a light tank company of M-5s, and with a 105-
howitzer Assault Gun Platoon, an B1 mm Mortar
Platoon, and the Reconnaissance Platoon operating
out of Headquarters Company. The new TO
authorized a total strength of: 39 officers, 3 warrani
officers, and 713 enlisted men, including the medi-
cal detachment.

With the letter companies intended for strictly
combal missions, the purpose of the light tank
company was for use ad a reconnaissance and
screening unit,

And so stood the official situation at the end of
the year of 1043. Belore the passing of another
vear the 761st was destined to undergo some thrill-
ing adventures and experiences, and its opportunity,
lo demonstrate the worthwhile part of the invest-
ment in training of men and the issvance of ar-
mored equipment was to come. '

The enlisted men had adjusted themselves to the
vigorous training program,sand had also found time
to enjoy relaxation in Alexandria and other Louis-
lana cities, as well as some ol the Texas cities and
towns.

New friendships had been made. and comrade-
ships had been moulded which were to carry over
inta the field of battle under conditions where the
Battalion Motta “"COME OUT FIGHTING!™ was the
central theme of either living or being killed! And
the 761st looked forward to 1044]
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Officees of the “Mosquito Fleet” (Dog Company)

Left o pight; First Lisutenant Lawrenee R, Bagwell, of Palestine, Texas, First
Llvutenant Richard A, Willlnmes, Jr, of Philadelphin, Penna., who ook
command of Dog Company upon the depature of Caplain Bichard W. English,
in September, and Second Lieutenant Leonard Just Holland, of Detroit,
Mich., last battlefield commissioned aflcer of the 7184, and zupply hero of “The Bulge”,
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Chapter 111

Qverseas

During the early portions of 1944 the Battalion
reached its allotted strength, through the arrival of
enlisted fillers, and transfers and reassignments,
which reduced the overages to the number required
by the authorization.

. During February and March of 1944 another
MNegro was added to the Battalion Staff, when
Warrant Officer (JG) Clarence 1. Godbold, of
Yonkers, New York, became Personnel’ Officer.
coming to the 7G1st from the Headquarters of the
92nd Infantry Division, at Fort Huachuca, Arizona.

Other officers joined the battalion at various
intervals, coming from the AFRTC, the AF QOCS,
and from the Cavalry Replacement Center, at Fort
Riley, Kansas. Among them was Second Lieutenant

Jackie Robinson, the former UCLA Ffootball star.

The 761st had been making a fine record for itsell
here at Camp Hood, and the Commanding General
af the Tank Destroyer Center, Brigadier General
Ernest A. Dawley, had taken a greal interest in it.
He had spoken to the members of the 761st on
three occasions. One of these speeches made a
lasting impression on the men, and carried over into
the combat zone, with the 761st.

It was the occasion when he made his notable
speech on “The Fog of War”. Telling the men aboul
the various things that would, or could, happen
during war-lime, and for which there would be no
obvious explanation, and just couldn’t be fiqured
out, General Dawley said: “Just lay it to the ‘Fog
of War'l”

General Dawley had also told the men that he
felt that they were going to do fine things in battle,
and “when you gel in there, put in an extra round
of ammunition, and fire it for General Dawley!”
Muonths later, and in the same year, those remarks
paid dividends, And when the 761st entered combat
in that year, there was a tank on the battlefield
called "The Fog of War”. And to top it off. several
extra rounds of ammunition were put in, and fired
“lor General Dawley".

in the course of the operations at Camp Hoed,

—Few, if any, of the men of the 7615t haed fver
crossed a body of waler bigger than one of the Great
Lakes, but they all “got on board” when the blue-
FreeT Al_ldnt"ﬁ: loomed on the, i‘l'|:|'I"‘i.."|.'.i:|'.lr Eager, onIions,
and yes, even worried, they “went for a long ride” —
some af them would never come back, but, then, that
tiras part of “j") —

the 7G1st was the key unit in the Troop Training
Brignde. consisting of the combined arms of the
tanks, tank destroyers, and artillery up to battal-
ions. Here the 7G1st gave the Army Ground Force
lests to the tank destroyers.

In these operations the 761st proved its abilily lo
master every tesl. It operated against tank destroyers
and thoroughly mastered the job, doing the “im-
possible™ at times, and showing a spirit of complete
aggressiveness and the finest lype of competitive
attitudes in the tactics of mechanized warfare,

So well did it perform that on one of his inspec-
lions at Camp Hooed Lieut-General Ben Lear paid it
a signal honor, al a mass post formation, where all
the units of Camp Hood were lined up.

With all these wnits lined up in formation, Gen-
cral Lear called the officers and first sergeants ol
the ¥61st to “front and center”, and told them:
“All the reports coming up to Washinglon about
yvou have been of a superior nature, and we are
expecting great things of your battalion in combalt,”

The fire tests of the gun crews had been ex-
cellent, and all the Army Ground Force tests at
Camp Hood had been met and passed with flying
colors, and by the middle of June 1944 the 761st
Tank Battalion was just about ready to undertake
the mission for which it had been activated.

It was not over-important that the mortar platoon
had corrected ils aim. to the satisfaction (and
safety) of a Brazilian general. But it was outstanding
that Captain (then First Lieutenant) Charles A
Gates' Assault Gun Platoon had zeroed in on a
larget with one shot, and destroyed it with the
second.

On the 9th of June 1944 came the “big mumcnl”%
Orders where received from the War Department
through the Replacement and Command School, at
Birmingham, Alabama, alerting the 761st for over-
s2as movement! This was it Instructions were to
kave the advance parly ready for movement on
July 20, and the remainder of the Battalion on
August 10, 1944, The Port of Embarkation was ta -
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These Men Ran the Secvice Company

Lell to fight: Fiest Licutenant Willlam H Grifiln, Marshuliville, Georgio, who beeame the €O in Sepl-
ember 1944 Seeond Licutenant Moses E Dade, of Washington, 1. C., formerty a tank plutoon comunander
in Charlte Company, during combal, and a terror in hls thnk] gepond Lleutenant Hotrnee Ao Jones Detrofl,
Michigan, former First Sorgeany of the Company, whose work won a batilefield voimmission, and First Licul-
enamt Charles H Barbour, Jr., of Junction City, Kansas, who was a platosn commander, and led his
platoon of Able Company out on the moroing on November H, 1044, in the Hrst Tilst battle engigement

First  Licutenant Jdohn B Flrst Liculenam Edwird E Scvond Liculvnunt Josueph

Hopirston, of Toledo, O, Cannnn, Brooklvem, NOY A, Tales, Baltlmopee, MA
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be either New York City or Boston, depending upon
the call of the Port Commander. These instructions
were followed, and the Advance Party went to
Camp Kilmer. New Jersey, and the Battalion left
Camp Hood, and went to Camp Shanks, New York.

The 761st Tank Battalion was the first of the three
activated Negro tank units to move oul for the exe-
cution ol its mission, heading for combat. Reasons
surmised for its getting the first call included the
fact that it had a better training record than the
other battalions, and that it was a standard battal-
ion, whereas the 758th was a light tank unit, with
limited employment possibilities for that reason.

Few members of the 761st ever knew that the
Battalion came within inches of becoming an Am-
phibious Tank Battalion, and going to the Pacific
lor service, but that almost happened. But plans
were changed at the last moment belore the issuing
ol orders lo convert the unit.

And on August 1, 1944 the Advance Detachment
left Camp Hood, and proceeded to Camp Kilmer.
In it were: Major Charles M. Wingo, WOIG Mark
Henderson, of New York City. and Technical
Sergeant William H. Newkirk, of Detroit, Michigan.

At 1900 hours on August 9, 1944 the main body
of the 761st left Camp Hood, for Camp Shanks,
N. Y. The Battalion had a strength of: 36 officers,
2 warrant officers, and 676 enlisted men, and it
arrived al Camp Shanks on August 13, 1944,

The Advance Detachment sailed on August 7,
and the Battalion left the New York Harbor on
August 27th, 1944, arriving at Avon-Mouth, Eng-
land, on September 8, 1944, The Battalion sailed

~on H.M. S. Esperance Bay, at 1040 hours on that

August morning. It was the first time in the history
of the United States that a Negro armored unit had
ever left American shores, ¥

Typical of the well-disciplined and exemplary
conduct of the 761st, is this letter of commendation
from Captain Peter W. Jacoby, Transport Com-
mander, addressed to Lieut-Col. Bates, Command-
ing the 761st, upon the completion of the trip:

“1. [ wish to express my appreciation fo you and
vour officers for your hearty cooperation in making
lhis voyage most successful and pleasant.

2. | commend your unit for its discipline, military
courtesy, high moral and soldierly conduct through-
out the voyage. Il has been by far one of the best
disciplined unifs of its kind on this ship since the
undersigned has been Transport Commander.,

5. My staff and | wish you Godspeed in your
future missions, and the best of luck and success to
final victory."

The Battalion went to Wimborne, Dorset, Eng-
land, and there remained in camp awaiting equip-
ment and further orders. It had been assigned to
the Twelfth Army Group, and to the Ninth Army of
that Group. Shortly after its arrival in England it
was alerted to stand by in readiness for movement
within six hours on 20 September. upon notice, on
or after 30 September. Liaison couriers went (o
Southampton, the Channel port to establish con-

tact and prepared to facilitate cross-channel mow-

ement when it came,

There was no doublt as to what awaited the 761st
Tank Battalion, for everyone knew now that France
was the destination! While in England Captain (then
First Lieutenant) William H. Bruce, Jr., of Winston-
Salem, N. C., joined the unit as Assistant Surgeon.
The Battalion strength was: 38 officers, 3 warranl
officers, and 687 enlisted men.

Three weeks were spent in preparations, check-
ups, and last-minute overhauling of equipment,
records and all was in readiness. Relaxation was
comparatively light, for everyone had a full sense
of realization of the responsibility which rested
upon their shoulders, for the time was approaching
when the late Lieutenant General McNair would
either be vindicated, or discredited. for his [aith in
MNegro tankers.

New tanks were received on Qctober 7, and the
761st Tank Batlalion was ready for whatever was o
come! On that same day the battalion left Wim-
barne, for Weymouth on the English Channel.

The Battalion, per YO the Commanding General,
Twelfth Army Group, was relieved from assignment
to the Ninth U. S. Army, and was assigned to Gen-
eral George 5. Patton. Jr's Third U. 5. Army, on
October 5, 1944,

That was its status when it boarded L5Ts and
LCTs at Weymouth, and pulled out into the Eng-
lish Channel on October Gth. It landed at Omaha
Beach, France, on the Normandy Peninsula, on
Octaber 10, 1944. When the tanks rolled ashore it
was @ momentous day in history, for while there had
been Megro soldiers in France in World War |,
this was the first time in military history that Negro
tankers had ever been on foreign soil, in their tanks,
snd especially where their fathers had fought
twenly-six years before! The time was near!

2%
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lhey Handled the
Heawy Papee Wock
Here are the Batlalion Sergeant-majors, of the 781

Blst. Shown left to righi they are: Master Sergeant Rober |

L. Jenkins, Brooklyvn, N. ¥. the Battalion Sergeant=-Mojor ever sinee iis activation In 1842, Master Sergeant

Joseph Thomas of Lradsden, Alabama, of the S-1 Section, and Technieal Sergeant James F, Hall, of
Ralelgh, North Caroling and Philadelphia, Pa., the Peresanel sergeant-Major. All but Sergeant Thomas
left uz In September 1945

-
,:;-!.— !:- E &
|
Here are the men whi were “lhe right arms” of thelr company commanders during the oporations of the Tolst,
the First Sergeants, Reading from left to right, Lhey are
Fred L. Cornelius {Hgs Co); Hubert H. House tAble); Purvis Easlev (Balkor): MeClinton €. Kelly (Charlie): |
Emmelt W. Parker (Dog); Guorge A. Willlams (Service Cod: and Tech Spi

Howard BownJMedica] De tachmeni)
-
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Peepacation for Battle

On October 13, 1944 the 761st was assigned to
the 26th Infantry Division of the Xl Corps, in the
Third Army. The division was commanded by Major
General Willard S. Paul, of Springfield, Mass., and
the Corps by Major General Manton S, Eddy, who
led a division ashore in the D-Day landings in Nor-
mandy. The Division CP of the 2fith was located at
Hoeville, France, several miles northeast of Nancy,
in the Maselle Valley, 43 miles south of embattled
Metz,

On October 22nd the tanks of the Battalion
moved out of the bivouac area at La Pieux, where
it had been since October 12, and headed for the
front, The tanks travelled approximately 400 miles,
consuming approximately 70,000 gallons of gaso-
line, 700 gallons of oil, and with no vehicular losses.
Only one tank arrived one day late, due lo mechan-
ical failure. On the 28th of October the 7G1st
pulled to a halt at Saint Nicholas de-Porl, just east
of Nancy, and there paused for the breather before
entering battle. Here the final check-ups were made.
for the big moment was at hand!

With the call to arms but a few days off, the
Rattalion received a visit from the Division Com-
mander, Major General Paul on Oclober 31st, and
he gave them a rousing welcome.

Standing atop a hall-track he told the assembled
tankers and their officers: “f am damned glad to
have you with us. We have been expecting you for
a long time, and | am sure that you are going lo
give a good account of yourselves. I've got a big
hill up there that | wan! you lo take, and | believe
thal you are going fo do a greal job of il."

On November 2, 1944, the Battalion received a
visit from the head of the Third U, S. Army, Gen-
eral George S.' Patton, Jr., “ole Blood 'n Guts™.
Standing atop the same half-track used by General

*Men, you're the first Negro tankers la cver fight
in the American Army. I would never have asked
for you if you weren't pood. I have nothing but the
best in my Army. ! don’t care what color you are,
g0 long os youw go up there grd kill those HKraul
sunzohitches, Everyone has their eyes on pou and
is erpecting great things from pou. Mozt of all, wour
race iz looking forward to you. Don't lel them down,
and, damn pou, don’t let me down!™

GEN, GEORGE 5. PATTON, JK.
5t Nicholas, France, Nov. 2, 1044

Paul, General Patton told the men the words
inscribed at the head of this chapter, and then
smartly stepped down, and left the men that feeling
that if there was anything “The Old Man” wanted,
he sure could have it, if they could get if Tor him.
It was a tense moment!

At that time the Third Army had been stalled in
frant of Melz since September, and there were
reports that a big offensive was about to jump off
in the very near fulure.

The tactical situation showed that three Third
Army Divisions were hammering al Metz on the
north of the 26th Division, while the XV Corps of
the Seventh Army was holding down the front on
the south side. The area which had been assigned to
the 26th embraced a number of key towns and
cities along escape and supply routes for the citadel
of Metz, untaken in 1,000 years. Here, with 22 forls
around them, the Germans were standing off the 5th.
00th and 95 Infantry divisions, which were driving
at Metz from three sides, with encirclement as the
ohject.

It was a big item on the program that Metz should
be taken, for from that point fanned out routes of
communication and contact for the rich upper Saar
Basin. and the 26th had for its objective the lower
part of that Basin, and the elimination of the escape
and supply routes to and from Metz. Those points
had to be checked.

The German defenses were strong, even stronger
than when they halted the Third Army drive. For.
while General Patton was building up his stock of
supplies for the big drive, the Germans were dig-
ging in, and building more concrete fortifications,
with steel reinforcements on every side. Artillery
positions were carefully concealed, and lined on a
zero point along all major roads. and possible
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avenues of approach for the American troops. Re-
serves were in stock, and the roads leading into
France, from the Saar Basin held camp areas in
which were enemy infantry, armor, and ordnance
reserves. The Luftwaffe was in the air, and “Bed-
check Charlic” was operating on his regular sche-
dule, calling each night dead on the minute. It
looked as if it was going to be a tough battle. The
skies had begun lo be overcast with the sjgns of
approaching winter snows, early for that part of
France, and the drizzling rains had already started
falling, converting the parking fields into seas of
slimy, gooey mud, in which the wide tracks of the
tanks slipped and stuck.

The Battalion had been officially committed to
hattle on October 31, 1944, when the words of Gen-
eral Paul rang in their ears, and that “big hill up
shere” loomed on the horizon, as one of the first
ohjectives. It was almost examination time for the
lads from the schools of Claiborne and Hood, and
the teachers who had instructed them were right
with them to accompany them into the din of battle,
and whatever it held in store for these men, who
faced an uncertain future with hearts that carried
hope. and faith, in themselves, their weapons, and
their training. They had confidence. and with that
confidence they were ready to engage the enemy
with everything they had. And the time for that
was nol far off.

--;:—ﬁ.nd after a few days of greasing the moving
parts of their vehicles, oiling their guns, making

sure that all swinging machine gun traverses were
in good working order, breeches checked, ammun-
ition put into the right place under the floor of the
tanks, ready for instant use, and with the service
units all set to bring up any auxiliary needs, the 761s
Tank Battalion left the field of Saint Nicholas, and
maved up to the Line of Departure, or the point
from which their initial attack was to launched.

The day before the tanks rolled into battle, this
Army War Correspondent had come to the unit,
with two Signal Corps photographers, and had
qolten photographs (see Staff Sergeant Harvey
Woodard and crew in this book) of some of the
lankers of Company "C”, little realizing al the
time that the same men who were snapped by the
photographers, would be among the very [irst
lankers o answer the call of the Great Reaper. Less

than sevenly-two hours later every man in that
crew was dead! But that's getting ahead of the
story of the 761st.

Underneath cloudy skies, and in slowly-falling
rain which made mud which clung to the tracks ol
the tanks, the 761st moved its tanks up to the town
of Athainville, France, the Line of Departure.

The tactical strategians who were master-mind-
ing the checkerboard on which this great game of
war was lo be played, had mapped out the situation.
and their plans called for two task forces, which
were to jump off from that little town, and swing
out on a front twelve kilometers wide, and sweep
everything before them, and then converge, and
funnel their way into the heart of the enemy's
stoutest defenses, which they were expected to rip
through, and push forward to the town of Rodalbe,
a junction point for both roads and communications,
and a railroad center, some thirty miles northeast
of Nancy.

The first task force was composed of the 101st
and 104th Infantry Regiments of the 26th Division,
with engineers, and the tanks of Company A"
altached to the 104th, and one platoon attached to
the 101st. Captain David J. Williams, Il of Pitts-
hurgh, Pennsylvania, was in command of the two
platoons, and First Lieutenant Charles H. Barbour,
of Junction City, Kansas, commanded the other
platoon.

On the other task force, which was designated
a5 “Provisional Task Force A" was the 602nd Tank
Destroyer Battalion, an engineer company of the
26th Division, and the 328th Infantry Regiment, of
the 26th, along with the remainder of the 761st Tank
Rattalion, all under the command of Lieutenant Co-
lonel Kopcsak, of the 602nd TDs. The 81 mm Mor-
tar Platoon, commanded by Second Lieutenant
James C. Lightfoot, of Washington. D. C., and
the Assault Guns under Captain (then First Lieut-
enant) Charles A. Gates, of Kansas City, Missouri,
and the Reconnaissance Platoon, commanded by
Second Lieutenant William E. Blake, Jr., of Atlantic
City, N. 1., were standing by. Air support was on

call, and the heavy artillery was li up, and
everything was in readiness! b

morning of November 8,
France, and it was D-Day in the
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Chapter V

The Ficst Battle

There was something eerie about that first day,
for their was that very definite tension in the minds
of all the tankers. There was that great unspoken
question: “"What's going to happen? Will | make it?
Will Jerry get me?” And a thousand and one other
queries which yet were unspoken, but ran rampant
in the minds of all.

Over in Able Company, dashing young Captain
Dave Williams, /I, a former Yale man, and scion of
the Pittsburgh Williamses, whose father was the
OPA Director for the State of Pennsylvania, tried a
new angle in psychology. :

Dave called on the fellows, in strict Harlemese.
“Now, look here, ya cats, we golta hil it down the
main drag, and hip some of them unhepped cals
on the other side. So let’s roll right on down ole
Seventh Avenue, and knock "em, Jack!” That eased
the tension, just before the first tank moved off to
its uhjettima,

This was the moment for which all that training
back in the USA had been aimed. There still ling-
ered a slight catch in the throats of all. Everybody
was thinking: the inside of a tank is a heluva place
to be, when red hot, white hot steel fragments from
an armor-piercing shell ‘are ricochetting around,
and just can't go anywhere else but the inside of
that tank. God, how those things would tear the
insides out of a man, spilling them all over the clean
white walls of the tank, and its glistening floors!
And, the hellish part about it was the fact that once
it got in there, there just wasn't a damned thing
you could do about itl Oh, well, there must always
he a first time, so it looks like this is the day on
which we find out what the score is. And Ruben
Rivers led the way! Joe Kahoe's platoon moved oul
first, and after traversing a few hundred yards of
suddenly quiet territory, there came the ear-piecc-
ing whine ol one of those German B8s, whistling

Everybody was scared, only a lior wonld deny
that. But then, the job just had to be done, for Geén-
eral Paul had zaid that he wanted the tankers to take
“that big hill up there”, and so, after the first few
rounds had been fired, and enemy 88i had oriented
them, the battle got underway in earnest, and when
the day was done Besange La Petite, Bezange Lo
Cirande, and Hill 253 all had fallen, But one heluvs
time was had by all before the sun set on France
that §th day of November 1544

into the range, and then exploding off to the right,
wilh a great cloud of black smoke spiraling up into
the sky. Jerry had missed his first shot, and that
was what did itl The tension eased. Throats got
better, and welter, where they had been dry, and
we Telt that il Jerry had missed his shots, then he
had better look out, for we didn't intend to miss
any of ours. Not now! For this wasn't the practice
range at Camp Hood. Mossir, this was the real
McCoy, and shots counted for more than score up
here, and we got hepped to that quick, and from
then an, things were different. The rattle of machine
guns and their steel jacketed bullets clanking off
the sides of the tanks, was re-assuring. Here was
one thing that couldn’t hurt us! And we knew the
score. Unless Jerry got in his armor-piercing pieces,
we had it made. Or, if the "HE" didn’t burst too
close over our turret tops we still had it made,
cause we could escape the concussion, and that
counted for a heluva lot, too.

And here is where our drivers came in for their
great job. And all through the war they kept it up,
even though they didn’t get the praise our gunners
and tank commanders gol. That instant lever mov-
ement, when the radio said softly. but calmly:
“Back up”, "Go forward”, that saved our lives
many times, and that's what made our heavy
Shermans so elusive for the Jerries. Ol course it
didn’t mean too much when we were in minefields.
But when Jerry was zeroing in, it really counted.
We found that out that first day. The first shot would
be long, the next one would be short, and thal
third shot from “Ripsaw™ would be right in there,
dead in the middle, and it paid to not be there
when it came. And our drivers kept us from being
there. Two-handed work, and no “petting-in-the-
park-while-driving-stuff". We learned, the hard
way|



— =

Byrd

Members of a thnk crew of
the Thlst Tank HBattalion, fow
Hghting with the Third Army,
are shown here just a short
while before the received their
bBattle ard: s, A% IHF:.' put Lhetr
AM-4 tank throupgh iis paces in

the mud; near Nancy, France

Chapman

oroke, Vi, the gunner, and
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You know it's rather crowded in a tank, even
though the ordnance folks have doped it out
systematically, and arranged everything so it would
be most convenient. We reached on the side walls
for MG ammo; we got under the floor for HE and
AP shells, those long gleaming deadly-nosed things
which we send to the enemy with the compliments
of the boys who “Come Qut Fighting”. We have
our fire extinguishers, first aid kits, telephones,
radios, water, food, extra periscopes, in case ours
get hit, searchlights, and everything. But it's still a
bit crowded, and we have to sorta “scrunge” up to
move around. But when a man gets hit, and some-
body has to “sub” in his job, damned quick, you'd
think we were in Central Park, or the desert, with
all the space in the world, judging from the speed
with which the men get round in that crowded tank!

We thought about all those things, just before
that first Jerry 88 landed on the right, and off the
target. And then we went to it! From then on, il
was a team moving, with the re-assuring voice of
Dave Williams coming in over the “mike” at the
right time. And that quy surprised us, too, for we
had had our doubts about him, back in the US, but
he came through, and proved that you can be
wrong, and we found out that we were wrong, for
Dave Williams was alright. We found that out on the
battlefield, when the Jerries were sending every-
thing our way. In fact, we felt that Dave Williams
actually liked killing up there, and it became a sort
of secondary “sport”, alter the primary one, which,
of course, was “keeping from gelting killed"”,

And so, with Joe Kahoe's platoon, and Rivers' in
the lead tank, we moved on to the battle.

The preliminary preparations for the all-out
attack in this Lorraine Sector, found the 26th Di-
vision fighting in a sector where it had fought in
1918, with a front thirteen miles long, extending
south frem high ground near the town of Chateay
Salins, through the Moncourt Woods, and a hill
northwest, towards Bezange La Petite.

On the 21st of October the division had made
a withdrawal along this front, “to straight=n up the
front™.

Oppasing the 26th Division was the German 11th
55 Panzer Division, which had been rebuilt by the
addition of some 12,000 reserve troops, thirty big
guns, and many lanks.

The entire area was lNooded, due to the cracking
of the Dieuze dam, by the Air Corps, releasing

thousands of gallons of water into the Seille River.
also flooding the enemy defenses.

The first large scale attack was to begin on Nov-
ember 8, 1944! And the enemy expected an ad-
vance towards Dieuze, but the 26th Division headed,
instead, towards Moyenvic and Vic-sur-Seille,

The attack went off, with the following non-
divisional units in the van: the 761st Tank Battalion,
the 602nd and 691st Tank Destroyer Battalions, and
with the Fourth Armored Division on the alert,
ready to exploil any breakthrough.

The two platoons of Able Company, with their
supporting forces moved out from their positions at
Bezange La Grande, and Lieut. Barbour's platoon
moved from a point just north of Arracourt. Cap-
tain McHenry's Charlie Company made its initial
move from the vicinity of Bezange La Petite and
Hill 253, on the morning of November 8, 1944.

Able Company made the first contact with
the enemy, and the two platoons under Captain
Williams supported the 104th in the attack on Vic-
sur-Seille, so named for the river which ran
through it.

Forging out in an area which was heavily mined
these platoons were successful in gaining their ob-
Jective, although losing three tanks, all recoverable,
lo mines. It was here that the first man in the bal-
lalion to give his life was killed. Private Clifford C.
Adams, of Waco, Texas, a member of the Medical
Detachment, was hit by an exploding shell, and died
that same day from the wounds suffered. Beside him
when he was hit, while rendering aid to an injured
comrade, was Corporal Floyd Humphrey, who said-:
“l was lucky”.

A bit further to the right the other platoon of
Able Company, under Lieut. Barbour, supported the
101st Regiment in taking the town of Moyenvic,
which fell after a hard battle. The score was “two
up. and two down.”

Charlie Company, with twelve tanks firing, sup-
ported the 328th in taking Bezange La Pelite and
Hill 255, both of which fell after furious fighting.
Many deeds of valor marked the encounters on this
first day, and both infantrymen and tankers dis-
played heroism of a high degree.

It was with Company “A” that Stalf Sergeant
Ruben Rivers, of Tecumseh, Oklahoma, ran into a
road block obstructing passage of the tanks, and
calmy dismounted under heavy fire, and attached
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a cable to the block and pushed it aside. and
caromed on through, He got the Silver Star for that
art, for it opened up the way for the successful
capture of the town ahead. Captain Garland N
Adamson, the Battalion Surgeon, coolly performed
an operation on a wounded tanker, while 88 shells
fell all around him, and seconds after the wounded
soldier had been loaded into an ambulance and the
vehicle moved off another 88 shell exploded exactly
on the same spot which they had just left.

Company “C” lost three tanks in taking Bezange
La Petite, and Hill 253. Five enlisted men of the
Company were killed in action, and two enlisted
men were wounded.

The five men killed were the members of the crew
of Staff Sergeant Harvey Woodard, of Howard,
Georgia, who had just a few hours before, been
photographed by the L. S. Signal Corps photogra-
phers. In addition to Sergeant Woodard, others
killed were: Technician Fourth Grade Claude Mann,
of Chicago, lllinois, Corporal Carlton Chapman, of
Pembroke, Virginia, Private L. C. Byrd, of Tusca-
loosa, Alabama, and Private Nathaniel E. Simmons,
of Beaufort, South Carolina. The wounded were:
Corporal James L. Edwards, of Bluefield, West Vir-
ginia, and Stalf Sergeant Samue! F. Saunders, of
Elizabeth, Pennsylvania.

Second Lieutenant Jay F. Johnson, of New York
City, who led the first platoon from Company "C”
into battle, was seriously wounded. He was the
second officer casualty, and was almost blinded by
a shell-burst over his eyes.

Early an that first morning Provisional Task Force
A had jumped off, intending to penetrate the enemy
lines to Rodalbe. Lieutenant Colonel Paul L. Bates,
commander of the 761st, was seriously wounded on
the day before, and was hospitalized, returning to
duty in February of the following year. And the task
force met with stiff resistance. and did not penetrate
the enemy lines, for the Jerries had dug in force.

The enemy had been mel, and the 761st paused
that night to briefly nurse its wounds, and take
stock of the events of the day, which had been their
first taste of battle. Three towns and one hill had

been taken, and General Paul was pleased. The task
force had failed to execute its part of the mission
on that first day, but the experience gained was to
prove invaluable on the morrow, when more bitter
fighting was in store. The first battle was over. The
tankers were oriented. They knew now what the
enemy's much-talked-of 88s were like, for they
had heard them coming over, to crash into orange
colored flame, around the M-d4s. The initial fear
had been felt, and the feeling had settled in their
minds that they could take it.

It had been “three up, and three down”, and
the wedge which had moved out twelve kilometers
wide, was narrowed as the force on the left turned
right, and the one on the right turned left, and
they began to close on the enemy. The initial fear
was gone, and the men had assumed the feeling of
seasoned vels,

L] - i

There was something weird about the death of
Harvey Woodard and his crew. Not a single
mian inside his ftank had been hit by a shell frag-
ment, or touched by a machine gqun bullet, and
every man in the crew was sitting in his place of
wark, when the tank was opened! And every man
was dead!

And the tank had not been hit! There wasn'l
o mark on it!

But Woodard, and his whole crew sat inside
that big battfe-wagon, with eves slaring, pupils
dilated, but no fear showing on their faces, just a
faint look of surprise! What was it ?

But every man in the crew was dead! The tanh
was bultoned up, and all was in order. Bul what
had gqollen Woodard and his crew? That was the
question. Nobody knew. Nobody could explain, and
there was no answer.

We finally wrote it off the books as ““concussion”
jrom a burst of HE (high explosive) landing jusi
over the turret top, which sef the waves to whirling
inside the tank, and knocked out Woodard and
has men.

But, to this day, we still can't swear what killed
Harvey Woodard and his crew! But we know
that Ripsaw didn't HIT them, or their tank!
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Chapter VI

The Battle 0f Mocville

On the 9th of November the attack continued
with heavy fighting going on in the vicinity of Vic-
sur-Seille and Moyenvic, three kilometers east of
Vic-sur-Seille. On that same day, the 761st received
a new commander, Lieutenant Colonel Hollis E.
Hunt, ol Yuma, Arizona, who, with Major John F.
George, of Richmond, Virginia, came from the 17th
Armored Group. The major became the 5-3 for the
battalion.

When the task force CO, Colonel Kopecsak was
wounded that day, Colonel Hunt took over the
command of Provisional Task Force A, and the
attack went on.

At this time the Intelligence Section had identified
the opposing enemy force as the 13th 855 Panzer
Division. Incidentally this first meeting of this
German panzer unit was to be followed by other
battles between it and the 761st. The 11 S5 Panzer
Division was also identified by the 26th Division
Intelligence as being present in the fray.

Unfazed by the wvaunted reputation of these
so-called “superfighters” the tankers of the 761st
rolied into battle on the morning of November 9,
imbued with a new feeling ol confidence, now that
the preliminary fears had been soothed by the
consciousness that although they had been shot at,
and some of them hit, they were still there and still

fighting, and that such a confidence was all they
needed.

And over on the left side of the line was Com-
pany “A", whose two platoons pushed through the
wooded area of the Forest of Bezange La Grande.
and speared northwest to a point where they could
fork in due east towards Chateau-Salins.

On the right, and some seven kilomelers away,
was the other body with Captain McHenry's tanks

“SUCH BRAVERY | HAVE NEVER BEFORE SEENT™
— Thai's the way a captured German officer put il
after that memorable Sth of November, 134, when
the soil of France was dyed a deeper red with the
blogd of these daring colored Americons, and -

“Jerry” kicked hell out of Company "C"' It was =
ltving niphtmare of bloody hell — ot Morville les Vie.

The toion was token, but @ was only after o bitter
batile, replete with heroism from America’s first Negro
tankers, bidding for their place in the sun —

farging from the vicinity of Bezange La Petite, and
also swinging northwest, heading back towards
Moyenvic. Licut. Barbour's platoon was slashing
through the middle, and the entire action was form-
ing a pincers movement, which would converge inlo
one solid column, when all the converging forces
met. According to the situation charts this would
take place just east of Chaleau-Salins, near Ham
Pont, which is located on the rail route out of

Chateau-Salins.

And so the plan of battle called for penetration

into those areas. On paper it was easy enough, but
once the General Shermans began their forward

mavement, “Ripsaw™ (as the lads called the German
B8s) also began the movement of everything he had
in the storeroom, in the general direction of the on-
coming lanks of the 761st, and he threw every-
thing except the kitchen stove into the fight, as the
tanks neared the town of Morville-les-Vic. And to
add to his effectiveness, he had an Artillery Officer
Candidate School located at Marsal, which was four
kilometers east of Morville, and from which the
lobbing of 88 shells could be done with as much
case as putling the baby to bed. And that was what
the enemy did. with his eager OCS students work-
ing overtime trying to make records lor themselves,
and gain glory in the eyes of their superiors. To
top off the difficult situation, the elements also
began to aid the enemy, and the snow began to fall
in ever-increasing quanlities, covering the ground
with a white mantle, against which the bladk outline
of the lanks stood oul like the wart on the pro-
verbial Irishman’s nose. And, the same snow threw a
protective cover over the well-camouflaged bazooka
positions which the Germans had had time lo con-
struct while the Third Army waited in Iront of Metz
from the previous Seplember. |l was a tough nut to
crack.
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Heroes of the Battle of Mocuille

Left to right: Sergeant (then Corporal): Jack T. Whitby, of Detroit,
Mich., Private John McNell, Rockingham, Nerth Carclina, and Tech
dthNathaniel Ross, Jr, of Vicksburg, Miss. They did such a wonderful
job at Morville, that a caplured German officer said: “Such bravery 1
have never before, bul once, séen, and that was on the Russian front!”
They stayed under thelr burning tank for thres hours, and wiped out
enemy machine gun emplacements and AT gun posts, and bazooka teams
in the heart of the town.




o

“COME OUT FIGHTING 51

They proceeded to the atlack wilh the inlantrymen
mounted on the tanks, at 0900 hours on November
8. Al Moyenvic the Task Force A moved through
the infantry and proceeded northward, The light
tank company moved up from the vicinity o Vie-
sur-Seille, and taking up positions south of Salival,
fired on that town. Engaging the enemy at Salival
was an auxiliary movement for the relief of any
possible pressure which might have been thrown
against the Task Force A at Morville. Company
“D" set the town of Salival afire, with its shelling.
and the infantry then entered the town.

Meanwhile, far out an the left Hank, Company
“A" had completed its mission in the attack of
Chateau-Salins, with the 104th Reqiment, and the
town had been captured after four hours of fight-
ing, and the city was occupied. It was the first major
town east of Nancy to be encompassed hy the 26th
Division, and it was later used by the Xl Corps
for its headquarters [or the remainder of the offen-
sive in that area. Company “A" then headed east,
advancing on the left side of Morville.

Heavy enemy arlillery and mortar fire met the
7015t as il moved up to Morville, and the tanks
drew into position and shelled the town heavily.
and then, with the infantry, attempted to get into
the town. Company “B” was given the mission of
actting into the town, but road blocks and bazooka
fire, — of which there were plenty, — held up the
advance

During the approach upon the town, enemy in-
fantry troops were flushed, and running across the
open fields they were firing anti-aircraft guns, in
flat trajectory fire at the advancing tanks. Captain
McHenry, in command of Charlie Company, or-
dered the tankers to withhold their fire, and then

called for artillery fire, which was put on the Aeeing’

cnemy,

The situation showed thal Company A" was
advancing from the lelt side of Morville, Company
"B was in the center. and Company "C” was on
the northwest side of Morville, advancing towards
the high ground overlooking the scene. Company
D" was doing the screening from the direction of
Salival. And the German Artillery OCS at Marsal
wis throwing the whole works at the battalion! And
Morville was attacked.

Company "B finally succeeded in getting some
tanks into the town, alter the road blocks had been

overcome, but they were being assoiled by anti-
tank and machine gun fire coming from upper-story
windows of houses in the town, and from cellars,
The doughboys were moving in to try to eliminate
these salients, but were being killed in goodly
numbers by the Turious fire of the enemy.

Two-thirds through the town, Sergeant Roy King,
of River Rouge. Michigan, commanding the
second Company “B” tank to get past the bar-
ricades, pulled into position near a streel inter-
section to lay fire on a building housing several
dangerous gun posts, but his tank was hit by
bazooka fire and set afire. Upon coming oul of his
lank through the turret hatch, Sergeant King was
machine-qunned, and killed. Corporal Herber! E.
Porter, of Asheville, North Carolina, had already
been severely wounded by the hit on the tank. The
situation was desperate, for several times the Jerries
had kicked the tankers back, Irom the center ol
the town, but once having maneuvered into position
to lay fire on the enemy post, il was necessary Lo
complete the fire mission, before the infantry could
move forward, for there were nearly fifteen dead
and wounded infantrymen laying in the sireel in
the area, The other members of the crew came oul.
Private First Class Nathaniel Ross. Ir., of Vicksburg,
Miss., came out through the turret hatch along with
Sergeant King, bul he dismounted from the left.
The fire was coming from the right, which was the
side from which King dismounted, and was hit. Ross
was also wounded. Technician Filth Grade James
I. Whitby, of Detroit, Michigan, and Private John
McNeil, of Rockingham. North Carolina, both came
out through the escape hatch, bringing their
“grease quns” with them. McNeil used his sub-
machine gun in eliminating German fool-troops
trying to reach an anti-ltank gun, and placed fire
on the window of the upstairs machine gun nest,
slowing down the fire that was coming from the
window. During this lull Technician Fifth Grade
Whithy re-entered the disabled tank, and manned
the 30 calibre machine gun, entering through the
hottom escape hatch. With this gun Whitby knocked
out several enemy machine gun nests, and o
bazooka leam which was in the upstairs window,
and this deed permitted the waiting infantrymen to
enler and clear the town, for the remaining Com-
pany "B tanks possed through, once that obstacle
had been cleared. Seven tanks got through. Sgt.
King s lank was hil twice more. McNeil manned a
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30 calibre from underneath the tank. Whitby tried
to fire the 76 three times. But the breech had been
hit, and he manned the 33 calibre co-action machine
gun. They opened the way for the tanks and
the capture of the town. But they had lain under-
neath that tank for three long painful hours!

Meanwhile, Company D", commanded by Cap-
tain (then First Lieutenant) Richard W. English, of
Mew Orleans, Louisiana, had assisted the infantry
in gaining a foothold in the Bois De La Geline, to
the northeast, where they took the high ground,
and then broke up a German counter-attack on this
flank. The battle was furious, with the enemy con-
testing every inch of ground. Private First Class
Obie J. Smith, of Leevale, West Virginia, a tank
gunner in Company “D", personally knocked out
twenty Germans with his machine gun. Second
Lieutenant Warren G. H. Crecy (then a Sergeant),
performed the elimination of an enemy anti-tank
gun, with a 30 calibre machine gun. Staff Sergeant
lack Gilbert, of Cannonsburg, Pennsylvania, in the
same company, a tank commander, dismounted,
with his crew, and recaptured his tank, after it had
been hit and taken by the Germans. In his crew
were: Pfc. Judge Favors, of Plant City, Florida, the
bow gunner, Plc. Albert D. Fulwood, of Huntington,
West Virginia, and the driver, Sgt. James C. Harris,
of Detroit, Michigan.

Operating with Lieut. Crecy (then Sergeant) in
his tank were: Sergeant Roy L. Robinson, of Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina, the driver, and Plc. Ray-
mond G, Johnson, of Evanston, lllincis, the gunner.
They were rescued by the Sergeant Crecy under
fire, after the tank had been disabled. Captain (then
First Lieut.) English performed direct reconnais-
sance for his company, on foot, armed with a
tommy gun.

Meanwhile, Captain McHenry's Company "C",
on its fank, was having troubles of its own. The
Public Relations Officer of the 26th Division re-
ported to Army Correspondent Anderson from
ETOUSA Headquarters, that there had been a “hasty
briefing” and details of a devilish anti-tank ditch
which had been constructed by the Germans, had
not been qiven the fullest attention, there at Mor-
ville, and it was this same anti-tank trap ditch, which
gave Company “C" its Golgotha, at Morville.

Sweeping down [rom the high ground on the
northwest side the tanks of Company “C" encoun-

tered this ditch, extending from the woods at the
edge of the high ground, down lo a road leading
through the area, in open country.

From 25 to 50 yards behind this ditch the Germ-
ans had built in the concrete pill-boxes, cleverly
camouflaged and concealed, and further aided by
the snow cover which the elements had provided,
they contained anti-tank guns, and bazooka teams,
and when the tanks moved into range these guns
and bazookas opened a devastating fire, which took
a heavy toll of men and tanks, which were also hit-
ting minefields laid in the front of the ditch.

In the melee the tanks of Company "C7 were
immobilized, and halted, and there they were ex-
posed to the fire of the enemy cannons and ba-
zookas. Seven tanks were knocked out, and only
the herpoic work of the men of the company kept
the loss of life at a low figure, with nine enlisted
men and one officer being killed.

It was here that First Sergeant Samuel C. Turley,
of the Bronx, New York City, lost his life, along
with Second Lieutenant Kenneth W. Coleman, of
Washington, D. C., as they were directing the re-
organization of the tankers, after the Germans had
shifted their fire from the flanks to the center, where
the C Company tanks stood immobilized in front of
the ditch. Turley and Lieut. Coleman were bringing
out the machine guns of the tank in which they had
been fighting, in order to use them in putting fire
on enemy guns directed at their men, while at the
same lime giving instructions to the tankers as to
how to proceed to safety which lay away from the
enemy weapons.

Private Dennis A, Osby, of Springfield, lllinois. a
light machine gunner in a Company “C " tank, went
back to his burning tank, and found tank gunner
Autry Fletcher, of Prattville, Arkansas, still in the
tank, unable to escape with his feet entangled in a
50 calibre ammunition belt. The other members of
the crew had dismounted through the escape hatch,
before Osby missed the last member of the crew.
Private Osby assisted Flefcher in releasing his feet,
and then helped free him from the still burning
tank, carrying him to safety, but later both were
hit and wounded by HE fire.

Second Lieutenant (then Stafl Sergeant) Frank
C. Cochrane. of Beacon, New York, assisted in
evacuating Corporal Earnest Chalmon, of Wins-
boro, Louisiana, and saved the life of the tank
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commander, Technician Filth Grade George Collier,
of Tampa, Florida, alter their tank had been hit.

Corporal Dwight Simpson, of Rock Island, II-
linois, rescued Technician Fourth Grade Horatio
Scolt, from his burning tank, after it had been hit.

Private First Class William Kiser, Jr., of Hartford,
Conn., was the last man of Company "C” to crawl
hundreds of yards to safety, through the cold mud-
dy waters of that ditch, walching comrades falling
on all sides, as German mortar fire began to “walk™
the ditch. Kiser buried his grease gun in the mud,
as he found it to be no longer useful, since to lilt
one's head above the top of that ditch meant instant
death,

The entire action became a nightmare, because
Company “B” had also been immobilized by the
strong enemy defenses at the edge of the woods,
and the Germans were then enabled to deflect their
fire from Company "B towards Company “C".
This made the exposed position ol Company "C”
more hazardous, bul the tankers overcame the
difficulty by removing the heavy machine guns from
their disabled tanks, and then crawling under the
vehicles, poured a devastating fire into the enemy
positions. They accounted for many Germans in
that manner, and won the highest praise from cap-
tured enemy officers.

The 105 Assaull Gun Platoon, commanded by
Captain (then First Lieutenant) Charles A. Gales,
of Kansas City, then went into action, along with
the 81 mm Martar Platoon, and they poured round
after round into the enemy positions. The Assaull
Gun Platoon received reports of an enemy column
in a woods, from two air liaison planes, and the
platoon fired an indirect mission on the column.
The air ligison later reported that the column was
trapped and destroyed. It contained an estimated
75 to 30 motor vehicles, and about 200 Germans,
in the vicinity of Ham Pont. Evidence pointed to
their being a relief party en route to aid their
beleaguered mates at Morville, and in the Chateau-
Salins area. This was on the second day of the
Battle of Morville.

During the action at Maorville, the Fourth Ar-
mored Division was hovering in the rear area,
waiting for a chance to exploit any gains made by
the 26th Division with the 761st spearhead, and
dash further into the German defenses.

On the second day, after furious battling, follow-
ing the re-grouping of the battalion tanks, the

lown of Morville was taken, the area was cleared,
and the action moved on towards the junction point
of Ham Pont, where the units of the 761st would
converge and form a single spearhead for the thrust
through the densely wooded area of the Forest
De Koecking, which stretched some twenty miles
ahead, with enemy positions scattered at strategical
points in the entire sector.

Casualties for the action at Morville-les-Vic were:
One officer and nine enlisted men killed, and
twenty enlisted men wounded in action.

The dead were: Second Lieutenant Kenneth W.
Coleman, of Washington, D. C., First Sergeanl
Samue! C. Turley, the Bronx, New York City,
Sergeant Roy King, River Rouge, Michigan,
Sergeant James Harrison, Brooklyn, New York,
Technician Fourth Grade Moratio Scott, Lynn,
Mass., who was killed later, after having been saved
by Corporal Simpson, Privates: Emile I, Arm-
strong, Cincinnati, Ohio, Robert W. Briscoe,
Baltimore, Maryland, Alexander 5. Anderson,
Washington, Pennsylvania, Theodore R. Cooper,
Kershaw, South Carolina, and Willie L. Lofton,
Corsicana, Texas.

It was found that four of the seven knocked-oul
tanks were recoverable, and they later went back

into use.
o W [

The mystery surrounding the death of the entire
crew of Staff Sergeant Woodard, in which every
man in the crew was found dead inside the tank,
was finally attributed to the terrific concussion of
a heavy caliber high explosive shell fired from an
enemy gun. The death of First Sergeant Turley
saddened the members of his company, for he had
heen given the reputation of being “the best firsl
sergeant in the 761st.” On the occasion of his
death he had been serving as a substilute member
of a tank crew, to which he did not belong.

L] L u

It's pretty tough to be in a place where you
don't want to be, and still be unable to leave the
damned place. even though you wanna get out
worse than anything in the whole world. That's the
way it was crawling up that hellish anti-tank ditch
at Morville, in the muddy water, and the mud itself.
It was cold, it was raining and alternately snowing,
and that water was so damned cold, but you just
had to stay down in it, and slowly feel yoursell
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freezing to death, as it were. For if you thought it

was okay to just get up and walk away, that was

foolish. Even lo run was just as foolish, cause Ripsaw
had MUs spotted all over the place, and he was
using the hell out of them. That s no lie!

Fragmentation shells were exploding everywhere,
so that wicked little pieces would fly about, and cut
into your Hesh, searing, burning, tearing into your
very innards. We all knew that. It was hell that day
at Morville.

But the picture of Samuel Turley will always
be in the minds of all the Charlie Company veter-
ons who learned “"War" that day in that ditch,
Sam was the “best first sergeant” in the 761stl
He really was all that. You see, he didn’t really have
any business up there in the first place. But one of
the drivers had a case of the “jitters” (oh yes, you
could have had the same thing), and Samuel J,
had told him to stay back “I'll take it up”, and he
did.

When the tanks qgot stopped there, and Jerry
was knocking them out, one by one. down the line,
Turley proved that he was more than the best
first sergeantl He got oul, with lanky Kenneth
Coleman, of Washington, one of our Second
Looeys, and they were getting us organized so we
could live to fight again another day — if we got
out of-there! That was the big idea. There was no
fool nation about heroism to save the day, and all
that story-book stufl — We knew the tanks were
dead ducks. That was a sure thing, and there was no
use trying to deny it. So common sense said let's
get the hell out of here, so we can come back in

more lanks, and give these Jerries a lit. So Turley
said let's clear out.

Turley and Lieut. Coleman were covering
for us. We couldn’t even put our guns up over the
top of the ditch to fire, for Ripsaw had us covered.
but like a figure out of the pages of history, like
the legendary knights in armor, the bold daring
heroes, Turley was doing one of the most wonder-
ful things ever, when he was killed.

Standing behind the ditch, straight up, with a
machine gun, and with an ammo belt around his
neck, Turley was spraying the enemy wilh
machine gun shots, as fast as they could come out
of the muzzle of the red-hot barrel. He stood there,
Titanic-like, brave and great, covering for his men,
and then he fell, cut through the middle by Ger-
man machine gun bullets that ripped through his
body, as he still stood there, firing that MG to the
last! Mot with a tripod, not mounted, but in his
hands! That's how Turley went down, and as his
body crumpled to the earth his finger still gripped
that trigger. We made it!

And then — an B8 HE shell hit the spot where
Turley was, and the last we saw was pieces of the
machine gun and Turley — llying in very direction,
as the explosion tore the earth, and all around it
to shreds. But, we made it!

And so, Morville passed into history, and the
761st Tank Battalion again ciled its guns, re-loaded
the tanks with ammunition, gassed up, and headed
back into battle, with many more miles ahead to
he covered, and with weather conditions becoming
more and more unfavorable.
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Pushing On!

Balancing the ledger for-the Morville action it
was found that the Mortar Platoon had moved for-
ward, from Moyenvic, to within 600 yards of Mor-
ville, from the southwest, and had been asked to
fire some rounds. [t was able to do this, after Com-
pany “D" tanks had gone forward and eliminated
an enemy gun which was zeroed in on the position
desired to operate from, and, the mortars threw in
several rounds at Morville, selting one building afire,
and undergoing a shelling themselves, when their
vehicles were halted near a main supply route
junction point. It was the first action for this unit.

It had also seen a beautiful demonstration of
comradeship when Roy King was shotl, for there,
several white infantrymen tried unsuccessfully to
remove King's body from the fire area, and a num-
ber of them were killed. And Colonel Hunt, of the
761st, expressed his satisfaction over the fine team-
work between the tankers and the white troopers
of the 26th Division.

And from Morville the Battalion moved on up to
Ham Pont, where the junction with the other
elements of the battalion was effected, and the bat-
talion as a whole pushed forward towards Obreck.

Resistance was still stiff, though the enemy was
withdrawing. He was not yielding an inch without
o fight, and it was in this stretch that Staff Sergeant
Ruben Rivers, of Tecumseh, Oklahoma, and Com-
pany “A”, got in his most effective work, becom-
ing especially adept at killing Germans with the
50 calibre machine gun. He personally accounted
for more than two hundred enemy dead, between
Ham Pont and Guebling.

It was rough during those doys, what with the
rain, the cold driving. snow, and the ferocity with
which the enemy's 85 Panzer troops bitterly contested
every inch of ground, on terrain thickly sowed with
mines and booby-traps, and dotted with cleverly con-
cealed and camouflaged AT guns, and bazooka posi-
tioms! And that MUD! — Chateau-Salins, Morville, Ham
Pomt, Obreck, Chateau Voue, Guebling, Wuisze, it al-
ttay: wag the zame, "attock and counfer-offock”
“attack and counter-attack”! But the 7618t would not
be denied. The 26th Division had on objeclive, and
the 7¢lst was exrpected to lead the “Yankes” Division
to that objective! And so, it waos “Forward”™! — And
Ruben Rivers “got™ his. —

In the area in between those towns lay Obreck,
Dedeline and Chateau Voue. They were taken after
bitter enemy resistance had been overcome, and
the operations moved on to Wuisse.

Company “A” got in some fire missions al
Wuisse, and then was subjected to an enemy
counter-attack, which was repulsed by two plaloons
from the company, destroying twe enemy tanks.

Later on, on the night of November 11, one
platoon of Company "A", attached to the 104th
Regiment, staged a counter-attack on its own initia-
tive, and captured Wuisse, and delended it during
the night of the 11th. The platoon was commanded
by First Lieutenant Joseph O. Kahoe, Jr., of Wash-
ington, D. C.

From there the units moved to Lidrequin, and
thence through the dense Forest De-Bride-et-de-
Koecking, and supported the 3rd Battalion of the
328th Regiment in its advance to the northeast end
of the Bois de Kerpriche.

The ohjective of the 26th Division was the town
of Benestroff, an important town, vital to rail, road,
and communications service for the enemy forces
in the entire area, back of Metz, which was slowly
being enclosed by the encirclement movements of
the three Third Army Divisions of the XX Corps.
which were gradually closing in on it from all sides.
The neck of the pincer was gradually shutling up,
and the work of the 26th Division, with its air
support from the fighter-bombers of the Ninth Air
Force, was proving of inestimable value in the eli-

mination of any succor or relief for the hard-pres-
sed defenders of Metz.

Three days were spent in maintenance work on
vehicles and on November 18 the battalion, as a
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whole, resumed operations. Weather conditions were
steadily growing worse, and the reports from the
air reconnaissance units advised that the roads be-
hind the enemy lines were clogged with vehicles and
infantry, obviously intended to be used for the
relief of the troops being forced back by the relent-
less drive of the 26th Division.

The Fourth Armored Division was still hovering
in the area, poised to strike swiftly, should the
enemy show any inclination to make a full retreat.
But it wasn't like that, for Jerry was electing to stand
and fight it out with the forces which were facing
him along the front of the line, and that meant the
muddy tanks of the 761st, with their grimy, tired,
unshaven tankers.

The stand-by trains established by the battalion
service unit were maintaining radio and liaison con-
tact with the combat echelons, and kept them well

supplied.

Evacuation teams, composed of four medics each,
supported the infantry regiments, and took care of
the aid for the wounded. Every day the members
of the battalion were becoming more and more war-
wise, and battle-conscious. Each new engagement
brought a broader store of knowledge of baltle
tactics, and tricks which once were used by Jerry

_ to good advantage began to back-fire in his face,

as the 761st got itself better and better adjusted to
what it took to win battles, in addition to normal

skill with weapons.

Thus, more battle-wise than ever, the 761st drove
on the town of Guebling, and attacked it. Here, as
in many other battles involving the tanks of Able
Company, it was the same old story: “'Rivers led the
way!” It had become a by-word, for the dashing
fighter from the Great West had become a near-
legend as his feats of bravery and daring were cir-
culated more and more throughout the battalion,
and wherever it went. It had gotten to be the
custom that whenever his company attacked, Ser-
geant Rivers' tank was always the first tank into the
town!

The tale was told that Lieutenant Bob Hammond,
Jr., his platoon Commander, once radio-ed a com-
mand to Sergeant Rivers: “Don’t go into that town
Sergeant, it's too hot in there”". Quick as a flash the
answer came back over the radio, in a respectiul
voice: “I'm sorry, Sir, but I'm already through that
townl” That was characteristic of Ruben Rivers, and

everybody swore that he was going to get the first
battlefield commission in the battalion.

But he “got his” at Guebling on November 19.
Many minefields had been laid by the enemy, and
the tankers continued to encounter them all along
the way. Entering Guebling in the lead of his com-
pany, on the evening of the 18th, Sergeant Rivers
own lank hit a mine, and was knocked out. At 5
P. M., he climbed up into the tank driven by Tech
4th Jonathan B. Hall, of Live Oak, Florida, and took
command, continuing the fight. In that tank with
him were: Mall, Pfc. Frank Jowers, of Hartford,
Conn., the bow-gunner, Pfc. Ivory V. Hilliard, of
Houston, Texas, the qunner, and Private Everet
Robinson, of Newark, New Jersey, the cannoneer.

It was between 8 and 9 the next morning. when
the tank finally was able to force its way forward,
and despite heavy shelling approached the town. It
got hit. From the comparatively close range of 200
yards, the Germans threw two high explosive shots
that scored. The first shot hit near the front of the
tank, and penetrated, striking two of the men be-
side Rivers. Robinson the cannoneer was wounded
and Hilliard, the gunner, was killed, by the ricochett-
ing fragments confined inside the steel walls of the
tank, and Rivers was also hit. The second shol
scored into the tank. The first one had blown Rivers’
brains out against the back of the tank, and the
second went into his head emerging from the rear.
And the intrepid leader, the fearless, daring fighter
who had slain more than 300 of the enemy, was no
more. Hilliard's body was discovered two days later.

Technician Fifth Grade Roderick Ewing, of Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, was also killed that day.

And the platoon commander, Second Lieutenant
Robert C. Hammond, Ir., of Cleveland, Ohio, also
went down, dying a heroic death, as he was bring-
ing out the 50 calibre machine gun, to cover the
escape of crewmen from the other disabled tanks.
He was shot down firing at the enemy.

Without hesitation, when Lieut. Hammond went
down, young Staff Sergeant Theodore A. Weston,
(now a Second Lieutenant), of Washington, D. C.,
took command of the platoon, and accomplished the
mission of taking the town, by direct assault. The
tankers were thoroughly aroused and embittered by
the loss of their fighting comrades, and their fury

was unstoppable.
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Staff Sergeant (then Corporal) Otis Johnson, of
Chicago, lllinois, in the original crew of Sergeant
Rivers, knocked out two enemy tanks, at a range of
1600 yards, with just two rounds, firing one round
each at each of the enemy tanks, which belonged
ta the 13th S5 Panzer Division.

In that crew were: Tech 4th Grade. lvery Fox, of
Spencer, North Carolina, and Private First Class
Lowis Gains, of Picayune, Miss., with Rivers and
Johnson, and Private Homer Neely, of Laurens,
South Carolina. They were the crew which had
wreaked the most damage upon the enemy with
Rivers, on those wild escapades.

The embitterment over the loss of comrades, who
had become staunch and sworn friends from the
training days back in the U. 5., was reflected in the
desire for revenge shown by the crew-mates of the
dead.

It was such a feeling that caused Johnson and

* Fox to later receive the Bronze Star Medal for

bravery in action. It was such a feeling that caused
the heroic actions of Sergeant (later Second Lieut-
enant) Warren G. H. Crecy, of Corpus Christi,
Texas, who ran wild with his machine gun in killing
Germans. He had lost his good [riend, Tech 4th
Horatio Scott, of Lynn, Mass., on the second day
of battle. Scoft had visited Crecy’s home in Texas,
and when he was wounded, and went to the hosp-
ital, he sent word back to Crecy that he was "okay,
and I'll be back soon.” He came back, but he was
dead! And in all his combat days that memory ling-
ered with Crecy, and he was the most fearless man
in the battalion on the field of battle

To look at Warren G. H. Crecy (The "G. H.”
stands for Gamalie!l Harding), you'd never think
that here was a "killer”, who had slain more men
than any man in the 761st. He extracted a toll of
lives from the enemy that would have formed the
composition of three or four companies, with his
machine guns alone. And vyet, he is such a quiet,
easy-going. meek looking fellow, that you'd think
that the fuzz which a youngster tries to cultivate
for @ mustache would never grow on his baby-
ckinned chin. And that he'd never use a word
stronger than “damn”! But here was a youth, who
went so primitively savage on the battlefield that
his only thought was to “kill, kill, and kil", and he

poured his rain of death pellets into German bodies
with so much reckless abandon and joy that he was
the nemesis of all the foes of the 761st. And other
men craved to ride with Crecy, and share the reck-
less thrill of killing the hated enemy that had killed
their comrades. And he is now living on borrowed
time. By all human equations Warren G. H. Crecy
should have been dead long ago, and should have
had the Congressional Medal of Honor, at least!

His savagery came because Horatio Scott got
killed, and Horatio Scolt was Crecy’s sworn buddy
and friend and comrade. An a that feeling came
overseas with him. And when Scoft sent word back
to Crecy from the hospital: “I'm okay, and I'll be
back soon”, and then never came back, but went to
a grave far from home, Crecy turned into a reckless
killer, with only revenge in his mind, and every
German was his target. And he shot them by the
hundreds. He said after Task Force Rhine had hal-
ted: ““1 killed so many until | just got tired of shoot-
ing them.” He said it with no effort at bravado or
show-off. It was just a simple statement of fact,
uttered in a matter-of-fact manner, by “the baddest
man in the 761st.”

Scott had visited Crecy in the latter’s home in
Texas, and had met Crecy’s wife, and had seen the
coming signs of a son whom Crecy never had seen,
and they were close friends.

It's either for revenge, or to kill to keep [rom
being killed, that makes men do great things on the
ficld of battle, That was what made Warren G. H.
Crecy the killingest killer in the 761st Tank Bal-
talion Revenge! For others it was the same, or “lf
| don't kill them, they will kill me”. And so, it was
lerry who had to get it, for it was coming to him,
irom these men of the 761st Tank Battalion!

It was this sort of orientation which the men of
the 761st Tank Battalion received during those first
days of combat, and it hardened them, seasoned
them, and taught them that they were the equals
of any soldier on the battlefield, and they feared
nothing. That all this was good was shown by the
sterling commendations received in the middle of
December 1944 from Major General Manton 5.
Eddy, Commanding General of the XIl Corps. and
Major General Willard 5. Paul, Commanding Gen-
eral of the 26th "Yankee” Infantry Division, for
whom they were slugging it out with the enemy,
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and facing “"some of Germany's finest troops’’, ac-
cording to General Eddy.

Dividends on the late Lieutenant General Leslie
J. MeNair's investment were in the process of being
paid offl And the 761st continued to roll forward!
And they captured the Saint Suzanne Farms, after
having taken Rodalbe, the original objective of
Provisional Task Force A.

From the Saint Suzanne Farms they battled on,
laking Marimont, Kerpriche, Guenestroff, Guebe-
stroff, and shelling Vergaville, ever pushing the
enemy back, back, and back. And on the night of
November 20, the infantry moved into the town of
Kerpriche, and the attack on Dieuze and Benestrolf,
the latter the 26th Division objective for this phase
of the offensive, was prepared for.

The elements prepared for the attack on Dieuze,
and the co-ordination of plans was completed. The
Fourth Armored Division was still in the area,
hovering on the flanks of the 26th Division, looking
for an opening, but all the heavy work was being
done by the tanks of the 761st Tank Battalion, which
were asking no quarter and giving none! And then
came the attack on Dieuze.

The Hew Bat.
Supply Officee

First Lieutenant Jozeph O. Kahoe, Jr, Wash-
ington, . €., who commanded the first platoon of
Telsl tamks fo ever cross the German border, on
December 14, 1944, in Able Company, amn who made
a brillant eounter-attack on his own intitiave and
captured Wuwsse, France, on November 15, 1844, He
was hater In Baker Company, and then in Seplember
1845 became the Babiallon S5-4, replacing Caplain
Philip W. Latimer. One good man stepped into
another good man’s shoes! Was originally from Alex-
andrin, Virginla {a surburb of Washington),

MRS Rp—— e .
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Chapter VI

Ceashing Ouee

It was the 761st's Assault Gun Platoon which
turned in the biggest part of the work in the hattle
for Dieuze. which, by the way, was a tough spol,
and was not taken until after the Nazis had with-
drawn, for when the infantry entered the town the
first time, they were forced out by the frenzied
German attack.

But the Assault Gun Platoon fired on the town
on November 20, and it did such an excellent firing
job that Major General Paul, commanding the div-
ision said that he had never seen a better demon-
stration of firing by weapons of that type belore,
and the combined attacks of the doughboys and
tankers forced the Germans to withdraw, and the
town was entered, and held. And then, Combat
Command A, of the Fourth Armeored Division came
through, as previously planned. The passage had
originally been set for November 19, but the town
was not firmly in our possession on that date, as a
German counter-attack had forced the infantry to
withdraw, But it was re-occupied on the 20th, for
keeps. ‘

Encountering more minefields the 761st continued
lo move forward, with elements of the 26th Divis-
jon, and passed through the minefields and road
blocks, to Benestroff, the Division objective.,

Following the taking of Dieuze, the units set up
in front of Benestroff, after having traversed more
than twenty miles of the Forest De-Bride, et-De-
Koecking, and prepared to assault the division ob-
jective on schedule.

The assault took place, and the first American
lroops to enter the town chosen by the higher-ups
as the first Division objective was a platoon of light
tanks from Company “D”, commanded by First
Lieutenant Lawrence R. Bagwell, of Palestine, Texas,

The Fourth Armored Division was reported o have
Siaken™ the town of Diewze, according fo YANK
magazine, but they failed lo say that all the heavy
work was done by the 761st Tank Batialion which
battered the towen into submission, or that the Assoult
Gun Platoon did the most beautiful plece of firing it
ever performed there af Dieuze, and that after they
had gotten the town, the 761st Tank Battalion fol-
lowped ifs instructions to lel Combat Command A, of
the 4th Armored come through—a fter the 76lst had
done the job!—But, that's what happened at Dieuse
And Jerry kicked hell out of us agein at Honskirch!
— Yep, it waos no walkawap! —

which had been working with the 26th Reconnais-
sance Troop. This platoon set up road blocks, and
performed guard service. Incidentally, one section
of this platoon was commanded by Sergeant George
Riley, of Detroit Michigan, a well-known proles-
sional boxer in civilian life.

One of the first signs of the enemy collapse at
Benestroff, after a terrifiic shelling along the rail-
road, was the appearance of a France woman with a
white flag, on the edge of the town, and shortly
after that the Germans gave up the fight.

But there was no stopping for the drive was on,

and it was the desire of General Patton to crash

into the Reich at as many points as could be penet-
rated, and the 26th continued to move forward.

Bassing, Bidestroff, Inswiller, Torcheville, Nebing.
Meufvillage, and the important road junction lown
of Albestroff fell to the onslaughts of the tank-
infantry teams, which were now moving as smoothly
co-ordinated units.

The stout attack against the approaches to Hens-
kirch, and its surrounding vicinity, had really jum-
ped off from Torcheville, at 0730 hours, with five
Charlie tanks, and four Assault Guns, being attached
to the 328th Regiment. The terrain was still muddy
from the waters of the dam at Dieuze, which had
been cracked by the dive-bombers of the Tactical
Air Force, and had flooded many square miles of
country.

Two and a half hours after attacking Munster,
that town was entered, and then began the grueling
fight to hold the ground gained. and make further
penetrations. Three casualties were sustained in
entering Munster.

But, after that, for fifty-one long hours the enemy
attacked and counter-attacked, and the tankers, and
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Fiest Tnto Fiest “Yankee” Division
Olbgective

First Licutenant Lawrence R. Bagwell, of Pales-
tine, Texas, who led the first American troops inio
Benestroff, which was the Arst Division objective of
the initial phase of the 268th Infantry Division's "big
offensive” in the Saar Basin, when the Télst jumped off
on November 8, 1844, His platoon of light tanks from
Company "D" was the first U. 5. unit {0 enter the town,

He Caceied a Section Into the Fiest
26% Diy. Mjective

Sergeant George Riley, Detroit, Michigan; tank
commander in Dog Company, and former ranking
middlewelght boxer, who was in command of one
soction of First Lieut. Bagwell's platoon of Dog
tanks, which were the first American troops to enter
Benesiroff, France, in November 1844, The town was
the first Division objective of the 26th Division's initial
"big offensive” when the T6lst jumped off on Nov-
ember §, 1844,




"COME OUT FIGHTING" 41

their infantry support, repulsed three bold counter-
attacks thrown by the enemy armor and infantry.
All the while the enemy was throwing in a constant
artillery barrage, into this communication center,
a natural gateway to Honskirch, which the Division
Intelligence reported “was teeming with enemy
armor .

The 81 mm Mortar Platoon went to work at 0200
hours on November 25th, in a driving rain, setting
up their weapons and firing continuously during the
rest of the night, and morning. They were unable
lo operate from their half-tracks, due to the mines,
and so set up on fool in the mud, and fired their
missions,

The going was getting rougher and rougher, and
Jerry was putting everything he had into the fight,
all his weapons and men, but the 761st moved out,
and moved on towards Honskirch.

Here the battalion encountered a replica of the
action at Morville, and for some reason entered
into a position which got Company “"C" caught be-
tween a German artillery cross-fire, which knocked
several tanks. and killed a number of men.

The Mortar Platoon began a barrage on Hons-
kirch, at 0700 on the morning ol November 25, and
fired at half-hour intervals, from all the mortars.
The town was set afire, and then the mortars threw
in ten to fifteen rounds at 15 minute intervals, and
in turn received a heavy shelling from the Germans
in a barrage which lasted about ten minutes, bul
seemed like 90 minutes to the mortarmen. When the
shelling ceased five mortarmen had been hit, and
were evacuated with some infantrymen of the 26th,
to first aid and safety. In the afternoon the mortars
were moved about 700 yards on the left Hank,
and then the battles continued.

The wounded mortarmen were: Staff Sergeant
Howard Hambrick, of Chicago, Ills.; Sergeant
George T. Pennington, Little Lake, Arkansas;
Privates: Leroy Whitley, Nebraska; William E. An-
derson, Branchville, South Carolina, and James L.
Beander, of lamaica, New York.

Meanwhile Captain Charles A. Gates had relieved
the commander of Company "C", and was direct-
ing the activities of that company. Platoons under
First Lieutenant Thomas E. Bruce, ol Fort Scoft,
Kansas, were in action, in the direct line of the
German cross-fire, and were receiving a terrific
pounding.

The Assault Guns came to the rescue. and drop-

ping white phosphorous on the action, the elements
were enabled to withdraw, after the losses of tanks
and men, and the attack fizzled. The infantry ele-
ments withdrew back to Munster. |t was the first set-
back of any consequence since November at Mor-
ville.

Altswiller, Pisdorf, and then Sarre-Union, the
first major town encountered since Chateau-5alins,
were attacked, and on December 2, Sarre-Union
fell, after a hard battle.

The capture of Sarre-Union was a costly battle
for the infantry, for the German 71th 55 Panzer
Division, and elements of the 13th 55 Panzer Divis-
fon, were putting in strong counter-attacks, which
finally resulted in the infantry withdrawing on
December 3rd, after having lost many men.

The 26th Division Journal reports that at 1100
hours on the 3rd the enemy armor counter-attacked
in force, and gained strong positions in the town.

Then at 1310 hours that afternoon the tanks of
the 761st were sent to engage the enemy, in the
wooded area on the eastern edge of the town, and
within two hours, after bitter fighting, the enemy
armor was compelled to withdraw again, and the
Division elements re-entered the town lor keeps.
The Jerries were never able to dent the defensive
position of the 26th after that, and the battle moved
on to the town of Keskastel, and nearer the Maginot
Line, and the German border.

QOur own casualtiet from the stiff armored battle
st Sarre Union were five men wounded. They were:
Sergeant James Stewar!, 558 Avondale Avenue,
Toledo, Ohio; Sergeant Joseph A. Tates, Baltimore,
Md.; Corporal Richard E. Budd, 3819 Georgia
Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C.; Plc. Floyd W.
Washington, Carrollton, Georgia, and Pfc. Prince
I, Jordan, Route 4, Box 155, Timmonsville, South
Carolina. Sergeants Stewart and Tates later re-
ceived Bronze Star Medals.

During this time Company “"C”, which had been
doing the hardest work and suffering the heaviest
losses, was reduced to a total strength of 58 en-
listed men, and the entire battalion was sorely in
need of replacements. but the problem which both-
ered Colonel Hunt, the commander, was “where
will trained replacements be secured?”

Early in December, Company “B" struck the
Maginot Line defenses at Achen and Etting, where
air support from the P-47s assisted them to reduce
the pill-boxes and plow through. Company “A™ hit
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through at the same time, in another spot. Near
Qermingen, Company “C" had slugged its way
through the Maginot Line, and all the companies
were poised neared the German border.

They were on a line due east of Sarrequemines,
the largest Saar town between Saarbrucken and
Strasbourg, and on December Oth the Maginot Line
had been pierced, and the tanks were assembled at
Woelfling, where there were reports that the bat-
talion was waiting for the 12th Armored Division to
make a drive through.

But, as usual, the 761st continued to carry the
weight, and it fell to Companies “A" and “C" to
push over the German border, through some of the
most heavily mined territory ever encountered by
the battalion.

Company “A” fanned out on the right, taking a
road which passed through the Bellevue Farm
village, and Company “C" took the road to the left,
and the two units moved forward, with the enemy
contesting every move. Air support continued to
aid the tankers, and there was little the infantry
could do, due to the large number of mines and
booby-traps infesting the area. The attacking force
crossed the major highway leading from Sarreque-
mines to Bitche, and continued to push forward.

The Blies River was crossed, with the engineers
doing a good job under fire, and the attackers
swept on. Company “A” firing on Bellevue Farms
smashed thal point so completely that not a single
house was left standing intact.

And on December 11, the B7th Infantry Division
infantrymen relieved the tired fighters of the 26th
Division, but for the 761st there was no reliel, and
on the 14th of December the 761st had three com-
panies to crash over the German border. Company
“C" went over, pushing as far as Reinheim, and
halting. Company “A” came over about the same
time, and Lieut. Kahoe's platoon got over first,
going to Peppenheim. Company "B” followed the
route of Company A", in crossing the border, and
on that day, a SHAEF Communique said, in part:
“Lt. Gen. George S. Patton's 3rd Army infantry and
armaor slammed into German territory al a new point
after crossing the Blies River above Sarreguem-
ines”. That was the 761st, with the 87th Divisionl

Sergeant James W. Nelson, of Detroit, Michigan,
commanded the first tank of Company “A” to cross
the German border, on December 14. His was pro-
bably the first 761st tank to cross the border. In

Company “C" the first tank over the border was
that one commanded by Second Lieutenant (then
Staff Sergeant) Moses E. Dade, of Washington,
D. C. :

Members of these first tank crews to roll into
the Reich were: With Lieut. Dade (then Staff Ser-
geant): Technician Fourth Grade Roosevelt Whit-
taker, Philadelphia, Penn., Technician Fifth Grade
William J. Donaldson, Cincinnati, Ohio, Private
First Class Nathaniel Dyson, Baton Rouge, Louis-
iana, and Private Twyman E. Bentley, Miami,
Florida.

With Sergeant Nelson: Technician Fifth Grade
William Y. Young, of Hempstead, New York, Cor-
poral Robert L. Kitchen, Plant, City, Florida, Private
First Class Willie J. McCall, Birmingham, Alabama.
and Private Joseph W. Singleton, of Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.

For many of the members of the 761st the town
of Honskirch will hold burning memaories which will
live for years. The town itself was a junction point
for highways going in all direction, and was locat-
ed northeast of Albestroff. Two small streams cros-
sed the path from which the 761st was approaching
it alter leaving Munster, and beyond Honskirch
were several points with high elevation, from which
the enemy held a commanding view and clear ob-
servation of all the approach routes to the town. On
the left side of the road from Munster lay still more
high ground, with heavy woods, from which the
enemy also held advantage posts, and in these
places he had planted strong lorces, with abundant
armor and artillery and mortars. In fact the tanks
had to pass through the right edge of the Bois de
Givrycourt, to gel up to Honskirch. The natural
defensive strength of the area, made stronger by
Vittersbourg, Givrycourt and Altwiller, which were
around it, made it a difficult obstacle. But the 761st
altacked Honskirch, and it was hellish there.

[t was Lieut. Bruce's platoon which went forward
in Company "C", leading the attack. After Private
James Welborn, of Jonesville, North Carolina, driver
for Second Lieutenant (then Staff Sergeant) Frank
. Cochrane's tank, had been killed, following a
shrapnel hit on the vehicle, Welborn's body fell for-
ward over the levers, and in some manner, caused
the tank to back up until it stopped near the edge
of the woods off the road. Private Frank Greenwood.
of Chicago, lllinois, the gunner, had both legs



T

"COME OUT FIGHTING™ 13

blown off and he was evac  ed from the lank by
Cochrane, who pulled his in :t body to a ditch half
flled with water, where they sought shelter. Green-
wood's head was kept from being submerged by
being rested on the heel of Cochrane's left foot,
and the enemy observers spotted them, and began
“walking” mortar shells up the ditch, until they had
come within 25 yards of where the men lay. Coch-
rane had already said his "good-byes” to the folks
back home, said "The Lord's Prayer”, and “"The 23rd
Psalm”, and made that one-second kaleidoscopic
review of his whole life, and was waiting for the
end, when oul of the sky there came the trailing
tails of white phosphorous shells being fired from
the 105 howitzer of Sergeant Robert A. Johnson's
assault gun tank, aiming at the ehemy mortar posi-
tions. This fire lifted the enemy atlention from the
men in the ditch, and they were able to crawl to
safety, with Cochrane carrying the wounded Green-
wood. Bul it was like a story-book affair, for Ser-
geant Johnson did not know that the injured men
were in the ditch. He was firing white phosphorous
shells simply because he didn’t have any other kind!
But the smoke from those shells covered the scene
with a white cloud which permitted the endangered
tankers to crawl up the ditch to safety. It was a
lucky accident! And hundreds of infantrymen also
got out of that "hot spot™ under Johnson's smokel!

Back in the assault gun tank when Sergeant fohn-
son had ordered Gunner Elwood Hall, of Philadel-
phia, Pa., to fire, Hall had replied: “"We've fired
all our ammo, except white phosphorous, Sergeant
Johnson!”™ And Sergeant Johnson unhesitatingly
answered: “Fire thatl”, and Loader Privale First
Class Jacob R. Myles, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama,
whistled sofltly as he shoved the white phosphorous
shells into the breech. And none of it would have
happened to save Cochrane and his men had not
Major Russell C. Geist, Jr., then Battalion Operat-
wons Officer, come through the area, and finding
Sgt. Johnson's assault gun there, showed the crew
a new route over which they could travel to rejoin
their comrades of the platoon, from whom they had
become separated, and the sergeant had gone in,
firing as he went!

It was here also that Corporal Buddie V. Branch,
of Dayton, Ohio, became a one-man rescue squad
under intense enemy shelling, as he dismounted
from his “B” Company tank, and coolly inspected
six disabled tanks, and aided in the evacuation of

seven litter cases of wounded, carrying each of
them nearly three hundred yards to safety, while
Jerry peppered away with mortar, small arms, and
machine gun fire, with 88s interspersing, during
that hellish cross-fire attack.

And here "Cool Stud”, the rooster-mascot of
Sergeant Daniel Cardefl's tank crew of Company
“C”, was summarily reduced from Technician
Fourth Grade, for his conduct under fire, when the
battle-loving chicken left his tank for the confines
of a foxhole, over on the right flank!

Here, too, was killed Technician Fifth Grade Lane
Dunn, of Scottsville, Kentucky, driver of the assaull
gun tank in which Captain Charles A. Gales was
serving as a crew member that day as loader in the
lead tank. Capt. Gates, too, was wounded.

Corporal Ardis E. Graham, of Raeford, North
Carolina, and Private Coleman Simmons, Jr., of
Detroit, Michigan, both of Company “"C”, were also
killed that day. Graham had just a while back, at
another town, shot up a haystack which concealed
a lerry gun position, from his tank.

i ] L]

It was rough work there at Honskirch, and Jerry
kicked us there, bul the 761st roared back, and
continued to advance, until it crashed over the
borders of the Reich. [t was the first time in history
that Megro tankers had ever been on German soill

And during the pedod Major Join F. George,
had become the Battalion Commander, relieving
Colonel Huni, who returned to the 17th Armored
Group, on November 29.

The going had nol been easy, for the tankers of
Baker Company had turned in a fire mission in the
vicinity of Weiswiller and Woellling, directed at o
woods, in which were concealed an estimated 30
enemy tanks. It was Lieutenant Harold B. Gary's
platoon, and they attacked the woods, firing from a
range of 3,000 yards. Lieutenant Gary knocked out
three tanks and one hall-track! Stafi Sergeant Jack
Mitchelf, of Camden, South Carolina got one tank:
Caplain (then First Lieut.) Samuel Brown, of Char-
leston, South Carolina, knocked out a hall-track,
and two other lanks were kayoed with no one being
able to fix the responsibility for the shots thal
knocked them oul, in the platoon.

Breaking through the Maginot had not been an
casy task, either, for the shells from the tanks 76
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mm cannon, and the 155 howitzers also, hit on the
pill-boxes, and bounced off like rubber balls. It took
the Air Corps and the combat engineers to de-
molish them, after the concussion from the shells
had temporarily dazed their occupants.

But the point was, that the Maginot had been
broken! And the men had pushed their vehicles
right on through and over the borders of the Reich.

And late in 1945 the roped off, and taped off
areas in that sector still bear the red triangle sign
reading “Mines”, as mute testimony that it was not
a foot-soldier’s war through there, where the most
heavily mined and boody-trapped part of the line
was, but a war for the armor, on both sides!

The §&7th  Infantry Division relieved the 2668
“Fankee" DMvigion im the line on December 11, 1944,
The 76ist Tonk Battalion crashed aver the German
border on December Mth, but there was no relief for
the Thlst, For they got orders to dash to the Ardonnes
inte “The Battle of The Bulge™ against Von Rund-
stedi’'s sweemng drive, and so0 they rood-marched
from Germany and France, fo Libramont, Belgium,
between December 24, and 30, eating their Christ-
mas dinner at Wuisse, France, which Lieut. Kahoe's
self-staged counter-attack had taken. They streamed
northwards with ofher Pation armor (o the relief of
Licutenant General Couriney 5 Hodge's hard-
pressed First U, 5, Army, around and above Bastogne,
and on the last day of 1044 they were again in baltle
with the enemy. More hizgtory was to be made — bul,
before they left, here's the recognition their work
had received from the Commanding Generols:

HEADQUARTERS XII CORPS
Office of The Commanding General

AG 330.13 (6-1)

SUBJECT: Commendation

APO 312, U. 5. Army

8 December 1944

TO: Commanding Officer, 7615t Tank Battalion, APO 403, U.5.Army.
THRU: Commanding General 26th Infantry Division, APD 28, U.5.Army.

1. I consider the 7615t Tank Battalion to have entered combat with such conspiciouns
courage and soccess as to warrant special commendation,

2. The speed with which they adapted themselves to0 the front line under most
adverse weather conditions, the gallantry which with they faced some of Germany's fimest
troops, and the confident spirit with which they emerged from their recent engagements
in the vicinity of Dienze, Morville les Vie, and Guebling entitle them surely to consider

themselves the veteran 7615t

AG 20122 15t Ind.

(s} H.5, EDDY

{t) M.5. EDDY
Majer General, U.5.Army

Commanding

WSP/CAH/ Jrw

HEADQUARTERS, 26TH INFANTRY DIVISION APQ 26, U. S. Army

14 December 1944

TO: Commanding Officer, %61st Tank Battallion, APO 403, U.5.Army.

It is with extreme gratification that the Corps Commander's commendation is
forwarded to yon. Your battalion has sppported this division with great bravery nnder the
most adverse weathar and terrain conditiens. You have my sincers wish that success may

continoe te foellew your endeavers.

(s} W.5. PAUL

(t) W.5, PaUL
Major General, U.5.Army

Commanding .

The late Lieut-Gen. McNair's contentions were being well proven by these Americans whao were

fighting as Americans, and a part of the greatest Army in the world, here on soil hallowed by the
feet of their fathers more than twenty-six years before. They had moved lo the field of battle over
roads travelled by their fathers in World War |, and they were the living examples of the fact that
their Mottoe "COME OUT FIGHTING" was reall

————
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Chapter X

Tnto The Bulge

After having moved approximately 65 miles dur-
ing the preceding period, through heavily lortified

enemy positions, lhréigh the Maginot Line, and inlo

Germany between( Saarbrucken and Strﬂabﬁurg..)

the 761st pulled oul~for Belgium with the Third
Army, and arrived at Offagne, under weather con-
dition far more adverse than any ever encount-
cred in the Saar Basin. The snow was still falling,
and the earth was covered to a depth of twe to four
feet, with ice all over the place. The whole picture
was laid amid mountainous cliffs, and hilly points,
where the enemy possessed the usual advantage of
having excellent observation and strong fortificat-
ions, with plenty of armor and infantry to back him
up. And here, again, was encountered the 13th 55
Panzer Division, or what was left of it, after the
beating administered by the #61st in the Saar,

The very first battle action took place on the first
day of arrival, December 31st, and the New Year
was celebrated by the capture of two towns in one
day, with the battalion working with the 345th
Infantry Regiment of the 87th Division. Rondu,
Belgium was the first town taken, and then the tank-
ers moved on and seized Nimbermont. It was an
auspicious beginning for the year of 1945, which
turned the clock as the last shot was fired at the
retreating enemy florces leaving Nimbermont, and
the #61st moved in! **

Moving northeast from OHagne, the combal
elements hit at 5t. Hubert not far from Marche, the
strongest defense point on the German tip of their
thrust. The action was taking place north and north-
east of Bastogne then beleaguered and besieged by
heavy German forces. The idea was to put as much
pressure as possible on the tip projecting beyond

1 was colder than blozes wp Lhere in Lurembourg
and RBelgium, and Sergeant Robert A Johnsan
wns killed in an gecident in hiz assawlt gun tank on
thoze icy slippers roads to “The Bulge”, but “the
peteran THlst" twent on, with the newly-arrived and
pet-green, §7th Infantry Division, which had per to
engage in a hard fight. And against great odds they
pushed the Rundstedt hordes back — into the Reich!
Approrimately 60 miles they pushed them! St. Hubert,
Tillet, Gouvy, Hautbillizn, Watermall, Thommen, S,
Vith, all those places heard the belching of the Foist
cannon, And when if was over, Jerry was back on
hiz heels, and apain the 7615t had craghed over into

the Reich! —

the Bastogne line, and prevent the enemy from
moving any additional forces to the aid of their
troops which had encircled that town, and also to
push them back as far as possible.

Another thrust headed towards Tillet southwest
of St. Hubert, and between Able, Baker, Charlie and
Dog companies, heavy damage was inflicted upon
the enemy at Bonnerue, Recogne, Remagne and Jen-
neville, Belgium. All this was before reaching Tillet.

Baker Company, with First Lieutenant Harold B.
Gary, of Abilene, Kansas, leading the attack, killed
a hundred and fifty enemy infantry at Bonnerue. At
Remagne Charlie Company knocked out three
machine gun nests, and killed 14 enemy gunners.
Dog Company knocked out 8 machine gun nests,
killing 17 gunners and capluring seventy prisoners.
These were preliminary actions, with the heavy
fighting yet to come.

Gerimont, Bois-de-Lambay Fays, and Pironpie
were attacked and taken, and the enemy was gradu-
ally falling back. It was bitter fighting, and the
weather conditions were working tremendous hard-
ships on the attackers. It became necessary to shift
the plans of operation, and utilize the light tanks of
Dog Company for service as supply units, when il
was found that the trucks of the Service Company
were unable to negotiate the icy hills and trails,
which were no longer roads, but broken paths,
made by the tank tracks across open fields, and
through woods, where often the enemy had con-
cealed artillery posts.

Rondu and Nimbermont were not more than
fifteen miles due west from Bastogne itsell, and
the thrust beyond those towns placed the attackers
north and northeast of Bastogne. The fight followed
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a small sticam  towaids Fironpie,
where the Ourthe River ran between that town and
Honnerue, and then the battle headed along the
trails leading towards Tillet, two and a-hall miles
from the fine Marche—Bastogne highway, Here the
Cermans stiffened therr resistance, and f|1l;|r_j||l [k
mad, throwing all their armor and infantey into the
fighl

It was here that the 761st again met the 13th 55
Panzer Division, once hefore faced in the Saar
Basin in November. And_the battle raged. General
Covorge 5, Paflon wis making a desperate bid to
slash back the German thrust north of Bastogne,
and L'L-r-|| any |H‘.|p from fL'.dI.‘hillg the attackers ol
(ke American troops surrounded there, and faced
with annihilation, and the 7615t was determined to
i ity part in the drive that Patton was staging.

They Ceawled 5000 Yards
Theough the Snow

heen hit by on AP shel]l from
Fansoer Diviswon, in the Ardennes (n
1945, wy Tillei,
Luntkers crawlcg 3000 yards on their bellics, theough

When thetr tonk had
the ldth S8
Janieary Belpium, these three T61st
thi snow, hack
Theey

il{ernnle FonnInge’

1 aalely, 1n

subt=goro temperatures

made it, alter hours of toertueas erawhinge and

CCOME QUT FIGHTING

| hes hattle at Tillel raged for several doys. And,
i all Farness, the Germans staged one of the most
Erilliant defenses aof the war at that point, toking
everything that the 76141 had to offer, and coming
back tor more, and throwing everythmg that they
toey had at the grim tankers, who were silently and
desperately  hattling  against unlavarable  weather
and terrain conditions, as well as the strength of
the eneny.

The infantry had it tough here, for they were
new to cembat, and had yet to become the seasoned
warriors that the 761st had showed itself 10 be, and
the going was hard for the foot-slogoers,

The battle for Tillet began on JE!FIL.'.'IF']-' Sth, by
which time the tankers had ploughed through heavy
opposition from Offagne to come 39 kilometers,

approximately 25 miles, in six days ol fighting

Left to right, they are: Sergeant Wilicam H. M-
New York City; Sergeant Theodore
Weindaor of Cleveland, Ohio, and Corporal (then
iFC WNoew York Cily. Al

are winners of the Bronze Star Medal and from Cnarlic

Burnuay, uf
lLeonard Smitin, ol

Cromipany
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Chapter X

The simple caption of this Chapter “Tillet” tells
its own story lo the men of the 761st. for not a
single man who went through the battle there will
ever forget the memories of those rugged days,
when the enemy withstood the most vicious ar-
mored atlacks the 761st could fing al him, and
infantrymen of the 87th Division died by the score.
in desperate efforts to penetrate, and take the town,
which they did not do, until the enemy wearied of
the persistent and constant attacking of the ¥61st
and finally withdrew.

Tillet was the beginning ol the end. and no fancy
words are needed to put the proper recollections af
that battle into the minds of the men of the 761st
Tank Battalion. They will never forget Tillet!

On January Sth, with Able Company firing, the
attack began, and Staff Sergeant (now Second
Licutenant) Theodore A. Weston took his platoon
and laid down a base of fire al enemy positions,
causing them to withdraw, after having stopped ad-
vancing infantrymen of the 87th Division cold in
their tracks, and killing a large number of them.

But the advance was short-lived, for the enemy
hraced, and held, and the Ffight raged on,

Dog Company. under Captain Dick English, was
doing the supply work for the forward elements,
since the condition of the terrain, and the weather
had made it impossible for the trucks to bring up
the ammunition and supplies needed to continue the
battle. Dog Company would send up its lanks

Sorgeanl James W, Nelswn, uf Dretroet, Mick-
igan, commander of the first Able Company lank (v
roll onte German soil, back in December 1944, andd
probaobly the first tank ever manned by Negroes bo
ever roll into the Reich, had been killed on January
4th Private Thomas 5. Bragg, of Elizabeth, New
Jersey, alzo of Able Company, and a popular member
uf the 76lst orchestra, {before combat), had also died
that day. On the day before, January ird, Bob
Jahnson had died, en route to Lhe battle he 30
well carried ou!, and on January 5th Tech Sth Jess P
1 Bond, of Gates, North Careling, ond Headguarters
Company, also cashed in his chips, The TElsL was
winning, but il was paping for itz victories with [tiies
‘het could mever be replaced. That was the price of
war, and it made the men fight more piciously. That
was @ hwo-inay proposition, for i was fighting for re-
venge, and it was also "COME OUT FIGHTING" or
he killed! It was stark, it was grom, 10 was real! —

loaded with ammunition and other supplies, and
the returning tanks would bring back the wounded
infantrymen, and tankers.

Charlie Company got into the thick of the fight
about the Gth of January, and proceeded to engage
the enemy, although the company was short of
men, and had few replacements. The total strength
of operational combat personnel was 58 men.

With Able and Charlie companies in the fight,
Captain Gates was lhe directing figure, but the
actual combat operations fell to the hands and
minds of several enlisted men, who were all staff
sergeants, and platoon leaders, These men proved
their ability to perform the duties of officers right
there at Tillet, and before the end of the War in
Europe three of them had received battlefield com-

missions.

The men who took over the direction of the fight
were: Staff Sergeants: Henry H. Conway, ol Chic-
ago, linois, and Johnnie Stevens, aof Atlanta, Geor-
gia, both from Able Company, and Frank C. Cocn-
rane. of Beacon, New York, Moses L. Dade, of
Washington, D. C., of Charlic Company, along
with William Kitt, of Milstead, Alabama, from
Baker Company. Kitt is now a First Lieutenant, and
ochrane and Dade are Second Lieutenants. Weston
of Able Company is also a Second Lieutenant. These
men were very capably aided in their directing by
Sergeant Theodore Windsor, of Cleveland, Ohio,
fram Charlle Company, one of the most intrepid
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lcaders of Charlie Company, who was transferred
into the company.

Backing up the action of the fighters Able Com-
pany accounted for one 88 anti-tank gun, and o
self-propelled 75, and Dog Company took a break
from its supply chores to divert enemy attention
from Tillet, in an action at Gerimont, where they
destroyed an enemy mortar, blew up an ammunition
dump, killing 50 Germans, and capturing ten.

At the same time, on the outskirts of Tillet, and
fighting victously to get into the town, the platoons
of Dade, Cochrane, and Windsor, accounted for
cight machine qun nests, one Mark IV tank. an
ammunition dump, and three anti-tank guns, killing
106 Germans, but still being unable to enter the
town, had to sit, and fight on, making little head-
way.

It was in this neighborhood that Staff Sgt. Con-
way was caught on a hill, by 16 German tanks, and
had to fight there alone, holding the enemy at bay,
for more than an hour, with his lone tank, despite
having been hit by the enemy quns. The rear hatch
was blown off his tank. But the enemy did not pass,
and other 761st tanks came to his assistance.

Staff Sqgt. Cochrane's tank was hit three times,
but he continued to front his platoon. The turret top
was shot off Dade’s tank, caroming almost fifty
feet into the air after the high explosive hit it, bul
Dade continued to fire his weapons. It was a knock-
down and drag-out battle with both sides pouring
in everything they had, and asking and giving no
quarter.

Sergeant Windsor, of Charlie Company, had a
tank shot out from under him, and his driver Tech
Sth Willie J. Devore, was killed. But Windsor got
into another tank. Later, in this tank, along with
Sergeant William H. McBurney, ol New York City,
and Private Leonard J. Smith, also of New York
City, they hit a mine, and were struck by AT fire al
the same time, and had to dismount from the tank.
Windsor, McBurney and Smith crawled 5,000 yards
from the snow-covered height where they were hit,
through woods, valleys, and ditches, while exposed
to the mortar, artillery and small arms fire the
enemy seeking safety in rear areas unmolested by
enemy fire. After hours of wriggling on their bellies
through the freezing ice and snow. and alternately
running for it, they reached a safe area. The fight
continued al the front, in subzero weather.

After the 9th the enemy was no longer able to
continue his fierce resistance, and withdrew in the
direction of Fosset and Roumont, with the tankers
pressing on his heels, and speeding his retreat every
time he offered to stand and fight, The 761st chased
him out of those two towns, and that meant that
the Marche—Bastogne Road was closed. That was
one of the best highways in Belgium, and had been
a vital supply artery for the German operations in
the entire area. The 87th Division blocked it off.
from the rear, and the forward move continued.

But those five days around Tillet had written their
stamp on every frozen tanker, who huddled inside
the steel battlewagons, half frozen, chilled and
numb, yet firing and firing and firing. When Frank
Cochrane's tank got hit the third time that day, he
radio-ed back: “They've hit me three times, but I'm
still giving ‘em hell!” It had boiled down to the
story of "Kill, or be killed!” And so, for five bitter,
cold, strenuous days the 761st slugged it out there
at Tillet, against the crack 13th 55 Panzer Division,
and in the end it was the 13th §S Panzer Division
which withdrew before the relentless persistency of
these “veterans” of the 761st, who would not be
denied the inevitable conquest which they sought,
as they did they share in breaking the back of Von
Rundstedt's breakthrough.,

Tillet will always be remembered, as much for
the cold, bitter weather, as for the furious fighting
which saw neither side yield an inch without fight-
ing for il, and staying in there to fight until the
finish. The 761st won in the end.

Here during the thick of the fighting, Techincal
Sergeant William T. Love, of Cleveland, Ohio, and
Tech 4th Grade Lewis Smith, of Middletown, Ohio,
put in a recovery job in Service Company, which
was brilliantly executed.

The 17the Airborne infantrymen in the vicinity
were planning to withdraw to other positions in
the rear, and the combat elements had lelt a tank
in a draw near the town near the infantry ocutpost.
The two men went in, with two tanks, with Captain
William L. O'Dea, of Newark, New Jersey, and
First Lieutenant William H. Griffin, of Marshall-
ville, Georgia, to recover the disabled vehicle.

Alter getting down o the tank, Sergeant Love
[ound the transmission in the disabled tank was
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defective. There was one round of 76 mm ammo,
AP, under the gear shift lever. Moving the shell
out Love started the motor and drove the tank out
under its power, while the enemy threw in a few
shells. Out of sight of the enemy guns, coming up-
hill towards the maintenance area, the vehicle
again came under enemy fire. Meanwhile the
sergeant had waved the officers and Tech 4th Smith
back, saying thal he could get the tank out alone.

He was heavily shelled, and was driving with
all the hatches of the Sherman open, for they had
become Frozen open alter the crew had dismounted,
leaving them open. He was unable to close them.
The tank had been abandoned two or three days.

Sergeant Love walched Tour P-47's go over the
enemy gun-sites, and then went down after the

tank, getting it out successfully, bringing it through
an icy area, where the ground was frozen fast, and
on making one turn the Sherman skidded filty yards
before coming to a normal position, and finally
reaching the maintenance area. The tank was wanted
because the enemy was expected to return to the
area, and it was desired that as little American

equipment as possible be allowed to fall into enemy
hands.

And Tillet passed into history, and became
another town that was only a shambles, after the
battle had passed, and smoking shells had ceased to
hlast their reverberations through the hills, crags,
peaks, valleys, and mountains around the area. It
was just another “dead” town, where a hard battle
had been fought.
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Chapter X

With The 17th
Aieborne Division

Following the succesful engagement at Tillet,
and the chase of the enemy to Fosset and Roumont,
and out again, the 761st Tank Battalion began oper-
ations with the crack 17th Airborne Division, oper-
aling in an area to the north of Bastogne, heading
towards Houffalize, a key point on the road from
Liege to Bastogne, and moving along the road to
St. Vith, near the German border and the Siegfried
Line,

The tankers fought their way up to Wicourt, a
town located four kilometers south of Houffalize,
near Bastogne, approximately seven miles from
Bastogne, and at that point the road from Liege to
Bastogne was cut, and the fighting carried on to
Tavigny, five kilometers across that highway. And
another German lifeline was non-existent.

On January 24th Charlie Company entered a
firefight at Stienbach, which is in Luxembourg, and
made that the third country in which the 761st had
fought. Here, one machine gun nest, one anti-tank
qun, and 35 lerries were liquidated. They were
elements of a rear quard set up for delaying action.

Dog Company, performing screening action here,
accounted for twenty Germans killed, and a number
caplured, before moving on towards Watermall,
with the 17th Airborne paratroopers, who had been
dropped into the breech, to close up any existing
gaps between the American forces, and to further
press the enemy back to his own terrilory.

Gouvy and Hauthillian fell to the combined as-
saults of the 761st and the paratroopers, after vici-

It dems paretty reaigh oo those degs, Jor it was fhe
month of January, and Helgivm is bad enowgh in
October. The fop hung low oeer e roasds, and pou
cowld hardly see your hand before pou foce, The
Jerries were withdrawing, bul they were nol running
likee they did back in France when the Third Armg
broke through inte the clear after 5t Lo, The enemy
wias determined that somebody wag going to pay for
that ground being bought so0 dearly there in "The
Bulge". And somebody paid, but it was the enemy.
For the relentless driving of the 761sf kept rocking
him back and back, and back, end Charlie Company
gol il Germany agein, and closed the [aost roule
of the enemy in the St Vith area . . . fighting twith
the vicious hard-hitling paratroopers of the ITth Air-
borne Division, who thought o heluva lot of those
colored tankers, after they had worked with them
for a while . . . and a Major General helped Jack

Gilbert fix a tank, in the snow.

ous fighting, for it had become apparent to the
enemy that he was fighting a losing battle, but in-
stead of going into a full-fledged retreat, he chose
to withdraw battling all the way, evincing a dogged
determination to delay his opposition as long as
possible to permit the safe withdrawal of all his
better equipment and material.

The tankers then pressed forward to Watermall,
where more bitter opposition was offered, and the
enemy resistance was strong. Rains were now fall-
ing, and it had become necessary for the supply
tanks to often move forward across open land,
covered with snow, underneath which was nothing
but swampy ground, and the tracks Frequently
bogged down in it. Eight operational combat tanks
were lost to the battalion at one time, as a result
ol this terrain condition, and all recovery vehicles
were pressed into service to eliminate the difficul-
ties caused by these happenings. Even tanks were
used to pull the stuck tanks out of the miry mud
and mush.

Approximately six miles from Gouvy was the
town of Espeles, just inside Luxembourg, and there
the 761st, fighting with the 513th Parachute In-
fantry Regiment of the 17th Airborne, as it did at
Watermall, forced the enemy hack again, and took
the town. The chief support here came from the 105
Assault Gun Platoon, which fired on a large palch
of woods, which concealed heavy enemy lorces
and armor, and caused a large number of the enemy

"o surrender here.

— = wm
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Lengeler, Koppingerberg and Thommen [ell, and
when Thommen fell, the road from St Vith to
Bastogne was cut, and it was the third major supply
route of the Germans, which the 761st had cut off
from further use by the now-dazed enemy, who
was no longer able to make the same fierce slashing
attacks which had been thrown at the tankers as at
Tillet. The game was almost ended in “"The Battle
of the Bulge™.

Next came Kreigberg, Gruflange, Durier, and
Oudlier, with stiff resistance still continuing, as the
enemy saw his hopes of victory dwindling. And then
the combat echelons moved into the St. Vith area.

These elements moved into this area with the
346th Infantry Regiment, with the mission of con-
tacting and relieving elements of the Seventh Ar-
mored Division, and the XVl Airborne Corps. The
orders for this mission were received at 0800 hours
on the morning of January 28, and by 1500 hours
the same day the contact was established under
heavy fire, for at St. Vith the Germans put all they
had into one frenzied, mad. desperate last-stand!

And the 761st Tank Battalion relieved elements
of the Seventh Armored Division and the XVIII
Airborne Corps, as ordered!

Then, with another infantry regiment further
plans were made. These plans called for a move to
the east from St. Vith, to head towards the Sieg-
fried Line, which was then not Tar away, with the
2nd Battalion of the 345th Infantry Regiment, and
the move was ordered to begin on lanuary 29th,
1945. The theme was in keeping with the policy of
keeping the enemy on the run, now that he was
falling back.

The move, as ordered, was begun on lanuary
29, with Baker Company and elements of the Znd
Battalion of the 345th, aiding in the occupation of
Schlierbach, but due to road blocks they could not
actually enter the town,

A swilt change in tactics followed, and the altack
was shifted to a point northwards. During the night
orders came to unload all trucks, and form a
combal leam, composed of the 3rd Battalion of the
346th Regiment, one tank destroyer platoon, and
ane tank platoon.

This combat team was to move through the 82Znd
Airborne Division sector, to a point on the north
flank of that Division, and strike at the enemy,
attacking him to the south. Indicative of the fact

that the 761st was now in high gear, is the fact that
this was accomplished in just two hours!

The next day Baker Company, in support of the
2nd Battalion of the 345th Regiment, attacked the
town of Huem, knocked out a number of machine
gun emplacements, making it possible for the in-
fantry to move into the town, and mop up.

The other companies operated with the 346th
infantry Regiment at Herresbach and Schonberg,
on January 31st. And at Herresbach, on that day,
Charlie Company had another fire-fight, and ac-
counted for twelve enemy bazookas, one pill-box,
one Mark 1V tank. a mortar position, and killed 80
Germans.

On the following day Charlie Company. still with
the 345th, moved out and engaged an enemy
column moving east (in the direction of Germany]),
near Emmerscheid, knocking out four machine quns,
one 75 mm assault gun, and killed 175 German in-
tantrymen. And it them was over the German
border!

And once again the lanks of the 761st had rolled
over into the Reich, for the second time since they
entered combat!

On February Znd, the Battalion was placed under
'Major General Harry L. Twaddle's 95th Infantry

- Division, captors of Melz, with the 5th and 90th

Divisions in November, and the 761st prepared lo
move to Holland, on February 3, 1945, having exe-
cuted the second successful phase of its combat
campaigns.

It was during this period of "The Bulge™ that
Staff Sergeant Jack Gilbert, of Cannansburg, Penn-
sylvania, near Pittsburgh, was engaged in the repair
of a track on his M-5 light tank. in the snow of the
Ardennes, just about dusk, and needing help. looked
around and saw the figure of an American soldier
standing near. Gilber! was hauling supplies to the
forward echelons then. Looking up, he spoke to the
Amierican, and said: “"Here, give me a hand with
this thing, will you?" Without hesitation the
American moved over, and bent down to help the
sergeant, calling to two other Americans in the
shadows nearby to also come and give a hand,
Gilbert qot the shock of his life when he took a
closer look, and saw two glittering silver stars on
the shoulders of his willing assistant. It was a Major
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Ceneral, and the lwo other Americans were colo-
nels, wearing the eagle of their rank. But they
helped him, without demurring, and when the job
was done, Gilbert rose, thanked his helpers, who
smiled. and then he climbed into his tank, and
roared off into the night with his precious cargo for
the comrades who were waiting for it up front.

The spirit of comradeship between the men of
the 761st and the men of the 17th Airborne was a
heautiful thing, and they willingly risked death for
each other on many occasions. And the Command-
ing officer of the 17th Airborne is reported to
have remarked, later, that he would prefer to have
five tanks from the 761st than to have any larger
comparable number from any other armored unit.

That was the sort of impression the work of the
761st made on the men who helped to break the
hack of the "Bulge”, and bring victory in what was
later referred to as the “losing the war for Ger-
many ",

As the resull of these operations during the Ar-
dennes Campaign the battalion had cut the enemy’s
St. Vith-Trier Road at a point five and one-half
kilometers southeast of St. Vith, cut the St. Vith-
Bastogne line at points on the Houffalize-Bastogne
Road, at Wicourt, and had slashed the St. Vith-
Bastogne Road at Thommen, It had crossed the
Aachen-Cologne-Ettelbruck-Luxembourg Railway at
a point five kilometers south of St. Vith, and thus
prevented the enemy from exerting any further
pressure on the beleaguered Bastogne area, from
that direction.

Much of the fighting had been against tanks and
other German armored unils, with many self-pro-
pelled guns being brought into play. The 81 mm
mortar platoon and the assault gun platoon had
both had heavy work. The light tanks had been
used lo break trails through the ice and snow ol
the hilly country, and served as supply vehicles,

and assisted in evacuating casualties. The units had
inflicted much more damage than was actually re-
ported. and the combat elements had crossed the
German border in the Schonberg area.

Many changes had been made in the Battalion
set-up. Major John F. George, of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, former Executive Officer, had become the
Battalion Commander, back in France, on Novem-
ber 29, 1944, relieving Colonel Hunt, who returned
to the 17th Armored Group, after having been
wounded, and awarded the Silver Star for his work
with the 761st.

Major George remained in command, and
brought the #61st through the Ardennes Campaign,
alter having led it into Germany down in the Saar
Basin. First Lievtenant Maxwell Huffman, had
become the commander of Able Company, replac-
ing Yale-man, Captain David f. Williams, [I, of
Pittshurgh, who had to be hospitalized in the Ar-
dennes, due to trench foot.

Staff Sergeant Richard L. Sparks, of Paul's Valley,
Oklahoma, and Headquarters Company, had served
as leader of the Assault Gun Platoon, since Captain
Cates left that platoon, and until the arrival of First
Lieutenant James R. Burgess, Jr., of Chicago,
Illinois, formerly a field artillery officer, who took
command of the platoon upon his arrival.

Two battlefield commissions had come to the
761st. They were given to Stafl Sergeants: Frank
. Cochrane, of Beacon, New York, in Charlie
Company, and William Kitt, of Milstead, Alobama,
in Baker Company. Both became Second Lieut-
enants on January 20, 1045

And the battalion had pushed the enemy back
approximately 60 miles in the Ardennes Campaign,
and kept the enemy from pushing further forward
in the direction of Dinant, Mamur, and Liege,
Belgium, and on February 3rd the 761st maved oul
for Holland.
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Chapter X1

Holland !

The 761st moved out on February 3rd. and
proceeded  approximalely 140 miles o Hermee,
Belgium, and then set up its CP at Jabeek, Holland,
wast of Sittard, close 1o the German border, in the
land of dykes and windmills

It was assigned for duty with the 95th Division,
of the XVY| Corps, but after a few days was re-
assigned to Major General lra M. Wyche's 79th
Infantry Division of the Ninth Army, and made ils
first combat missions with the 79th.

The first mission was to aid the 314th Regiment
of the 79th in the capture of End, Holland. Baker
Company operated on that assignment, capturing
the town on Fehruary 23rd,

Meanwhile the 261st had received more than two-
hundred new men, as replacements, these replace-
ments coming from all types of army organizalions,
fram the Service and Cround Forces. and it was
necessary to give them lank training to [it them
lar the roles which they were to play in the work

" of the 761sl, and so a tank training coursec was set

up. and the training program was execuled in Hol-
land. Muost of the new men received two weeks
training, and then were given minor parts in some
al the comhbat missions, in order to acclimate them
to hattle,

Some of them had taken part in the lights in
"The Battle of the Bulge™, seeing front line aclion
For the first time in their Army careers. They per-
formaed well, and were destined to have a greater
part in the major operations which were to follow
in other countries.

ffollaad omee was o ploce where all roay uetel,
peaceful, Leautiful, owd tife moved alung  in trau-
guility, The nearest any of we had come to Mol
was the “Tulip Festival” at Holland, Michigan, .54
Fut, Jerry came, and he tore up that guiet ol
peaceful country, and the sight of the shattered fony
bridge at Maastricht, the loaks en the faces of those
Dutch kids, humgry oud storving, and the click of
the hardheeled German boots, brought war to MHol-
tand. Part of the progreany jor ridding that counfry of
the Nasts was the fiphting of Mojor General William
H. Simpsons Ninth U, 5 Army, and so the 76lsT
Tark Battalion was given @ pert in the play, aaid
there o Holland came the btg tanks of 'these weter-
ang. ta help purge the land of the Nasbis. Thep did it!
And — again crashed over into the Reich! They were
wiestappeble, these brown lenkers of the JF6ISL. —

They were men like Staff Sergeant Walter T.
Sadler. of Washinglon. D. C., who became a gunner
'n Baker Company. and Sergeant (). D. Colfins,
af Teague, Texas. a former military policeman, who
hecame commander of one of the assault gun lanks.
Sadler had been a cook in a replacement battalion,
prior to joining the 761sL.

The performance of these replacements in the
Bulge, and in their work in Holland, was the answer
ta the anxiety of Colonel Hunt back in France the
previous November about the matter of replace-
ments for his trained men, who were lost.  The
training program was supervised by Major George,
the Batialion Commander, who split ime from his
duties at the front, to help plan the program, and
see that it was carried out. He was promoted to
Lieutenant Colonel on February 16, 1945,

lust before Baker Company went out on the
mission with the 314th, the former commander of
the Battalion returned to duty, on February 17.
Colonel Bates, wounded in France on November 8,
1944, came back from his long stay in the hospital
in Great Britain, and resumed command of the
battalion which he had brought overseas, relieving
Major Gevrge.

Staff Sergeant Muses Edward Dade, of Washing-
ton, D. C.. wha commanded the first Company C
tank to enter Germany. on December 14, 1944,
became a Second Lieutenant on February 10, 1843,
raising the total of hattlefield commissions to three.

Alter Colonel Bates returned to the command,
Ilre units of the battalions moved from Jabeek, up
to Milich, near the Roermond-lulich Railway, and
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This smiling young man is Staff Sergeant Richard L, 8 park s,
from the little town aof Paul's Wall W f:lk]ﬂhnr“ﬂ, '||I"r':|l:| [IJ:' k'l:l‘."'«"'ia'r.l
weeks was the sole commander of the crack 105 mm Howitzer Assaull

CGun Platoop of the Tolst.

sergeant S parks leok command, when Captain {(then First Licut
cnant) Charles A, “Pop” Gates, was wounded at Honskirch,
France, In November 1944, and later took over Charlie Company,
relicving Captain McHenry, who was injured firing in a tank.
From the date of his assumption of the command Sergeant Sparks
was the ramrod of the Assault Guns, and brought them through the
"Baltle of The Hulge”. He was relieved upon the arrival of First
Liculenant Jaomes R, Burgess, Jr, late in February 1945, while
in Holland, Sparks was a fighting commander, and did an officer’s

1060 ip a8 mos| capable manner, under difficull conditions,

Forst Loeutenarnd Jame< H Bu rgecs

of Chicogo, lllmois, a former ficld

artillery officer, who came o the T6lst i Februacy 1845 m Holland
over lhe Assaull Gun Platoon, and then became the commander of Charlie
Company in July, One of the most inirepid and coolest of all the officers of
the batlalion, It was he who dived, fullyv-clothed, into o mver In Austria, o
hook o cable onlo o tank underwater so that it could be pulled out, The men
in his command tank in the Assault Gun Platoon swear by his cool, calm,
deliberate command system and orders, and his quiet re-assuring personality.
A gentleman and a real officer, Was also the “op-the-ball” Battalion Special

Serviee Officer,
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there cut that railway, and moved on to Erkelenz.
And from Erkelenz the 761st entered Germany for
the third time, going over the border to Schwannen-
berg, entering the Reich for the third time, on
March 3, al a point between Gangelt and Gilrath.
Here the 761st mopped up resistance pockets and
captured Germans retreating from the Second
Armored Division. The fighting was not fierce like
that which had characlerized the previous operal-
ions of the #61st, but it was no walkaway.

On March 7, 1945, the battalion formed into
three task forces, along with the 79th Reconnais-
sance Group. and moved forward to Kipshoven.
Kipshoven is located a distance of eleven kilometers
(about seven miles) from Munchen-Gladbach,
which was the home of the Reich Propaganda
Minister., Goebbels, on the major road to Munchen-
Gladbach. Munchen-Gladbach is the first major
prize captured by Major General William H. Simp-
son’s Ninth Army inside Germany—This operation
helped to relieve any pressure which might have
been exerted against the Ninth's operations at Julich
or Geilenkirchen, and the advance carried the
hattalion 55 miles inside Germany.

The three task forces performed diversionary
attacks along the Roer River, with the 79th Division.

On March 8 the Battalion moved out of Germany
and Holland, under orders to proceed to Saverne,

France. The, original orders had assigned the 761st
back to the Third Army, but en route new orders
were received which assigned it to the 103rd In-
fantry Division, of Lieutenant General Alexander
M. Patch's Seventh Army. The “Cactus” Division
was then commanded by Major General Anthony
. McAuliffe, of Washington, D. C. who had been
the Deputy Commander of the 101st Airborne
Division at Bastogne, when he gave that famous
“Muts” answer to the German surrender ullimatum,
during the Yon Rundstedt breakthrough.

The third phase of the 761st’s five major battle
campaigns had been completed, and it had success-
fully carried out its missions in all respects. For
the third time the units had crossed the German
border, and in their operations with the 70th Divis-
ion had performed supporting service for the “big
drive” of the Ninth Army, which was never halted,
once it had started. The battalion had kept the
enemy relief from penetrating through areas where
the Ninth was doing its heavy work, and had again
contributed some of that fine performance which is
given by these “separate’” tank battalions.

And, so, down into France they rolled, for the
next phase of their brilliant combal career, all the
way to Saverne, in Alsace.
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Chapter X1l

Foewaed

And so, down through Luxembourg and France
rolled the big Shermans and the Mosquito Fleet (the
light tanks), and came to a halt at Saverne, in Al-
sace-Lorraine, and prepared lo operate with the
103rd Infantry Division. ;

The first operations involved the tanks of Charlie
Company, with platoons commanded by First Lieut-
enant Thomas E. Bruce, and Second Lieutenants
Frank C. Cochrane and Moses E. Dade, going wul
to punch a path up to the scene of the master oper-
ation. This was “Task Force Cactus”, and it jumped
off from Gundershoffen.

The mission of this task force was to penetrate
the Siegfried Line, moving to Climbach, and prepare
to attack towards Bobenthal in the Hardt Mountains.

Enemy. opposition was stiff, and Task Force
Cactus failed to accomplish its mission, after mov-
ing towards Froeshwiller, and on March 17th it was
dissolved after three days of life. But in the mean-
time, other gains had been registered.

On March 14th three regiments of the 103rd
jumped off in & drive, from Obermodern, four kilo-
meters northeast of Bouxwiller, just south of the
Moder River. Company “"C” tanks were with these
lorces.

(On March 15th, alter fifteen minutes of preli-
minary artillery shelling, throwing white phos-
phorous shells, and smoking the town of Zutzen-
dorf, one mile north of the main Sarrequemines-
Hagenau Road, the attackers set out from the Line

#

The First U, 5 Armgy wasn’t the only Americon
Army that gof pushed back in December 1944, nor
waas the 82nd Infaniry Divizion the only division that
lost ground # once had taken, for dotn there in
France we had fo go back and re-fake ground which
had already been taken before, — and lost — by the
Americans, for the Jerries had pushed the Seventh
Army arcund some, low, back in December 1844, So,
we wend o get i back — wwith inlerest. But # sure
was tough, for our mission this time was:

"TO BREAK THROUGH THE SIEGFRIED LINE
AND GO TO THE RHINE!™

And that Siegfried sure iwas fough, buf we made
if, even though we hadn hod any rest or relicf,
since November § 1944, and had fought continousiy
in five countries in five months, Hell! That's the kind
of stuff the 7615t waz made oub of, the kind that can
“take " — and dish it ‘out!

of Departure there at Zutzendorf, at 0645 hours in
the marning.

Just outside of Zutzendorf, on the north side of
town, a bridge was out, and this delayed the ad-
vance until the engineers could bridge the aap. The
tankers fought on until twelve noon before taking
Nieffern, the next town.

This was not easily accomplished, for this area
was found to be very heavily mined, and the infan-
trymen lost many casualties to the Teller mines
planted by the enemy. In fact, the infantry entered
the town of Nieffern without the tanks, for they had
suffered heavily, losing to the minefields.

Cochrane's platoon went in with five tanks, and
lost three of the five to mines, with the other two
later dropping oul also. Many infantrymen were
also killed by mines.

From March 15th to the 20th the tankers fought
their way through Niederbronn Des Bains, to Lem-
bach, and on to Bobenthal. in the Hardt range,
where the battalion assembled for its biggest oper-
ation of the year.

The situation chart showed Lieutenant Cochrane
an the right going north; Lieutenant Bruce's platoon
was on Cochrane's left, going northeast from Mul-
hausen up to Zinswiller, through Woerth, and Clim-
bach, to a road junction three kilometers from
Bobenthal.

Lieutenant Dade, with his platoon, was on Bruce s
left flank, moving northeast from Rothbach, on the
edge of the Forest of Niederbronn.
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The Beidge at Niellecn

Innocently inconspicious and iny, this spot was a hot one on the March into Nielfern, for here the enemy had
mines splenty, and Frank Cochrane's Platoon can vouch for that! The enemy blew this one. Here 103rd Di-
vision engineers repair it, after the fighting had moved on, The road behind it looks very peaceful now, Bul
many B%s dropped on that guiet-looking road before Nieffern fell.

Although Lt. Cochrane’s platoon lost three of s five tanks 1o mines, and later lost Lwo more, 1t did some rough

shooting before it quit! Here is how Nieflern looked after the action, as infantrymen clear the town of snipers.
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The 761st was nearing the Siegfried Line! The
action was approaching the Hardt Mountains, which
ranged on a line fifteen to twenty miles wide, run-
ning northeast by southwest, with strong Siegfried
defenses inside. and around them.

On the right flank of the 103rd Division was the
36th “Texas” Infantry Division. which was penet-
rating the open country heading northeast from
Hagenau towards Bergzabern. The 761st was about
fifteen kilometers from Hagenau, which was even
then being hotly fought for by the Texas Division.

Meanwhile, the 14th Armored Division had been
sitting in front of the Siegfried Line in this sector,
probing for an opening, and hitting the Siegfried
now and then, but failing to get through. They had
probed at it in the midst of the mountain defense
belt in the area between Bobenthal-Nieder Schlet-
tenbach-Reisdorf and Klingenmunster. They had
even golten as far as Bobenthal previously, but had
been kicked back. The 103rd had also tried the
Siegfried, but it just wouldn't crack! It was one of
the most rugged parts of the entire long chain of
Sieglried defenses.

But the time was at hand when General Patch's
forces would have to move their line forward,
Beyond the Sieglried lay the plains of the Rhine,
and beyond the Rhine lay Karlsruhe, Stuttgart, Ulm,
Augsburg, Munich, MNuremburg, and other choice
prices, And it was near D-Day in that area.

Some of the area traversed was ground which
had once before been in American hands, but when
the breakthrough came in the Ardennes, the Ger-
mans had co-ordinated another wide scale attack
along the Seventh Army front, in December 1944,
and had pushed the Seventh Army back for quite
a few miles, and that ground was lost. So, it was
being re-taken, and then the mission was to go on
out and crack that Siegfried Line. for the entire
L. S. front was maving forward, from Holland to the

borders of Switzerland, and the Seventh had 1o
move in also. And so a big drive was planned.

In that big drive the 761st had its part, and it
was not one of the minor roles, but definitely a
major one, for the 761st was to crack that Siegiried
Line itself! It was to do what the 14th Armored had
failed to do, and that would pave the way for the
moving of the Seventh Army front in that area, to
keep pace with the movements in the rest of the
line.

On March 21st “Task Force Rhine” was organ-
ized, and placed under the command of Lieutenanl
Colonel Bates, Commander of the 7Gist Tank Bat-
talion. This task force consisted of: the 761st Tank
Battalion, the Znd Battalion of the 103rd’s 409th
Regiment, a detachment of combat engineers, and a
reconnaissance platoon from the 614th Tank Des-
troyer Battalion.

The mission of Task Force Rhine was: "'To break
through the Siegfried Line and move on to the Rhine
River!!” Simple wasn't it? On paper.

On the left Mank of the 103rd Division was the
42nd “Rainbow”" Division. heading for the Siegfried
Line. On the right Aank of the 103rd was the 36th
“Texas” Division heading for the Siegfried Line.
Somewhere in the area on that left flank was the
Tenth Armored Division, ready to exploit any op-
portunities through the Siegfried Line, and also pre-
paring the way for the “Rainbow” Division. Behind
the 103rd and Task Force Rhine was the 14th Ar-
mored Division waiting for these colored tankers to
knock a hole in the Siegfried. What the Tenth Ar-
mored Division was doing for the 42nd Division, the
761st Tank Battalion, a separate battalion, was to do
for the 103rd “Cactus™ Division.

And, in front of the 761st stood the Siegfried
Line and the Hardt Mountains — two heavily forti-
fied and formidable obstacles! Beyond them lay the
path to the Rhinel And it was D-Day!
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Speachead Tank

Here is the tank and the crew of the intrepid tamk

commander Sergeant Ervin Latimeore, which

spearheaded TASK FORCE RHINE through the Sieg-
from Reisdorf to

[ried Line on March 22nd and 23«

Klingenmunster, Germany, with the 103rd Infanicy
Diivision, of the Seventh Army.
This was the lead tank in task force and it blazed

its way over hazardous obstacles, through overhanging

mountain cliffs, down through the heavily fortified

defenses of the Siegfried and the Hardt

Crerman
Mountains, overrunning the enemy gun positions, and
starting that devastating attack upon the enemy maotor
and horse-drawn column depicted elsewhere In this

chapler

Way out in frant of ":"-'I‘I'_'L"'.H.I'EI_‘F, these brave men de-

gerve the fipest tribute that can be paid them, for their

vulstanding accomplishment. They spearheaded the
task force from start to fnish
Shown In the tank are: (In the turret) Left to right

sergeant (then Sergeant) Ervin Latlmore,

L

atatl
Winston-Salem, N, C, tank commander; Private First
Class Lincoln Deberry, of Lester, West Virginia;

punoer; and Norman Harris, loader,

Beneath them in the open hatches, are, left: Private

John H. Harris, of Philadelphia, Penna., assistant

driver and bow-gunner, and {right) the driver.
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Chapter XIV

Task Foece Rhine (Pact])

On March 21st operations began, with Caplain
Cate’s Charlie Company moving out in front to
soften up the approaches to the Siegfried, and pave
the way for the movement of the main body of the
task force. The scene was laid in mountainous set-
tings, with concrete pill-boxes dotting the lands-
cape, flanked by machine gun emplacements in the
wooded hills, anti-tank gun sites, morlar positions,
and plenty of enemy infantry, with steep overhang-
ing cliffs on all sides, here in the towering Hardt
Mountains. It was a formidable obstacle. but it had
to be conquered.

The First Platoon of Charlie Company, com-
manded by First Lieutenant Thomas E. Bruce, of
Fort Scotl, Kansas, along with the 1st Battalion of
the 400th Regiment of the 103rd, moved out to
batter away at the town of Reisdorf, deep in the
Hardt Mountains, and a natural Siegfried bastion,
surrounded on all sides by commanding hills, in
which the enemy had put his strongest weapons of
offense.

The infantrymen were moving in through the
high ground, and were combing the hills downward
lo the winding road at the foot of the steep mounlt-
ains. Pill-boxes and camouflaged artillery posts were

Task Force Rhine was ke vie of those story
book thrillers. Rodring through the black wight, along
precipices that totcered oul oper abrupt mountain
drops of ome to two thousand [feel, with all guns
belching death at the hidden enemy, and breving the
hail of fire that came from the formidable Siegfried
Line pill-boxes, it fought its way through the whole
Siegfried in three days, with those brave colored
veterans leading the way. And the support which was
dite to have beem provided by the Tenth Armored
Division, and the 36th “Teras" Division did not come,

ro these varriours had fto do it all by themselves.
They rode so hellishly hard and fast that they went
out of the range of their own artillery! But when the
morning of March 23rd, 1945 came, the Journal re-
ported af 0435 hours: “The touwn of Klingenmunsier
was reached and secured! And EKlingenmunster was
on the other side of the Siegfried Line, and beyond
the Hardt Mountoinz, and it was the gateway to the
plaing of the Rhine! Death and destruction lay behind
Tazsk Force Rhine, scattered all ocver itz path.
And when other American troops came through later,
they asked this question: “WHAT ARMORED DIVIS-
ION WENT THROUGH HERE?" The answer: “The
7615t Tank Batialion!" — That was “Task Force
Rhine!” —

emplaced in the mountain sides on both sides of
the narrow road and in the woods.

Lieutenant Bruce's platoon hammered away at
these fortifications for a whole day, and finally re-
dued them to a weakened condition. And when the
score was counted, it was found that between the
tanks and the infantry of the 1st Battalion, they had
knocked out: seven pill-boxes, one anti-tank gun,
and killed fourteen Germans, capturing ninety more,
and losing one tank.

And as fast as the tankers would reduce the pill-
boxes, the combat engineers would crawl in with
their charges of Composition C, and demolish the

position by blowing it up.

Meanwhile, to the north, and about two miles
away from Lieul. Bruce’s platoon, Second Lieute-
nant Moses E, Dade, with his platoon, had struck
oul for the Siegfried town of Nieder Schlettenbach.

Dade’s platoon reached the formidable Siegfried
Lastion lown on the 20th of March, and immed-
jately attacked around 0700 hours, and fought un-
til a hall hour after midday, getting some infantry-
men into the town, and then being forced to hall
due to blown bridges.
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Come out Fighting!

And he 15 pouring a rain of death into German Loops

On that hill by those trees, with smoke rising 1o twin
::-jll!'.'..!‘i. iz o E—T.;J_-_l;l]':l:-'| ‘_:‘:-l'll-l.rf:-:f at MWieder Schletten-
bach, which has just been knocked cug by the TGlst
fank shown in this remarkable action shot by
George S5anders of the 103rd Haeiug” Imfanlcy

Chiwvigion, who was behind the taod!

The tank s thay one of Charlie l:"l-:t'||_'|.|:'|:.'I 1'la-::'|I!'|..1n-.'|'.'-'|.
by Secongd Licutenant (dhen Sergeant) W arren . H.
Crecy, of Corpus Christsy, Texas (Se¢! Chapier Vi
iThe Battle of Morville), “the baddest man In the

TElst™

And here 1s the most vivid demonstriation of the umbe-
ing fearlessness of this great fighting man

BEETWEEN THE OPENED HATCHES OF THE
COMMANDERS TURRET, CAN BE SEEN TWO
HANDS GRIPPING THE TRIGGER RELEASE OF
'HE 50-CALIDRE MACHINE GUN! THOSE HANDS
ARE CRECY'S HANDS!

seurrying from the pill-box he has just knocked out,
and supporting enemy infaniry in communications
tranches on thal hill, The gunner who [red the Connon
t4al scored on this pill-box  was  First  sSergeant
William H. Burroughs, of Cleveland, Ohlo, who
gave up his first sergeant’s job, to ride with Creoy:
Few fank commanders go into battle with the hatches
ppen, especially when assaulting 50 formidable an
obstacle a3 the Siegfried Line! This photo was rria e
during Charlie Company's mighty assault on the Sieg-
fricd Line between MNieder Schlettenbach and Erlen-
bach, and took place on March 21st, when Charlie
was opening up the approaches for TASK FORCR
RHIKNE!

Crecy's head can barely be seen just beneath his
gloved hands, This tank was erronecusly caplionsd ©
“@ild4th TD” by the 103rd Division

iPhoto reproduced by MeCarter and Carrington, 8Lt}
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About four that afternoon First Lieutenant Harold
Kingsley's platoon from Able Company, came in
and relieved the Charlie tankers, who had fought
continuously for six days. Lieut. Kingsley attacked
the fortifications there at Nieder Schlettenbach, and
fought until the following morning. His tankers ac-
counted for ten pill-boxes neutralized, one sell-
propelled gun knocked out, twenty machine gun
emplacements liquidated, and ten Germans killed.
During this action, First Lieutenant Maxwell Huff-
man, then commanding Able Company, was se-
riously wounded by an enemy sniper, and died five
days later. He was the only white officer to die dur-
ing the battalion’s combat period.

Following up the advantage given by this work
of Able Company, Lieut. Dade's platoon renewed
its assault on the 21st. The platoon was pretty well
shot up, as was Lieut. Frank Cochrane's platoon,
which had suffered such heavy tank losses at Nief-
fern. But Dade attacked, and later on. the few tanks
in his platoon were supplemented by what was left
of Cochrane's platoon, and the combined platoon
was placed under the command of Cochrane, and
the assault continued.

Along the road from Nieder Schlettenbach to the
next town, Erlenbach, there were some of the den-
sest Siegfried fortifications in the entire chain, and
there were as many as thirteen pill-boxes in the
distance of two city-blocks (American blocks).
Staggered pill-boxes, with interlocking communicat-
ions corridors, AT guns, and machine gun emplac-
ements, were encountered. The platoon was work-
ing with the 411th Regiment of the 103rd Division.

On the left flank was the 42nd “Rainbow™ Divis-
ion. On the right was the 36th Division. Behind the
103rd impatiently waited the 14th Armored Division,
and somewhere in the area the Tenth Armored
Division was roaming around.

Using tactics which rushed two tanks in at high
speed, while the remaining tanks provided a pro-
tective fire cover, and then another pair in the same
manner, Lieut. Cochrane's platoon fought its way
into Nieder Schlettenbach after six hours of bitter
fighting, blasting through pill-boxes built into the
overhanging cliffs, which towered as high as 1700
feet above the road.

Under heavy fire the engineers of the 411th threw
a bridge across the Lauter River, and the platoon

moved over, and continued the battle towards Er-
lenbach, on the 22nd.

The 411th slugged on at Erlenbach, with Coch-
rane's tankers pouring in a devastating fire, fighting
during the night of the 22nd and on into the 23rd.
On the night of the 22nd captured German pri-
soners told Lieul. Cochrane that they had been

-ordered to hold their Siegfried defenses until dusk,

and then make a withdrawal to the Rhine. Evidently
the enemy High Command had realized the weight
of the foes opposing them and had decided to give
up and make their at the Rhine, since their forces
had been pushed back along the entire American,
British, and French fronts.

Cochrane's tank gunners wreaked havoc on the
fortifications, buildings and installations in the town
of Erlenbach, another Siegfried bastion, and when
the score was tallied there, it was found that they
had accounted for tremendous damages.

Meanwhile, Task Force Rhine, proper, moved to
the attack at 1600 hours on March 22nd, from the
assembly point al Bobenthal. Moving amidst hills
eleven hundred feet high, the task force crossed
the Lauter River, going right, down towards the
Forest de Wissembourg, three miles from the city of
the same name, and to a road junction three kilo-
meters away. Here a left turn was made und Task
Force Rhine headed for Reisdorf, approximately five
kilometers distant. It was moving along a secondary
road which averaged 32 feet in width, and the tanks
moved along in single file, dispersed.

Lieutenant Bruce's tanks and the 1st Battalion of
the 400th pulled to the side and waited, as the lask
force, headed by Baker Company, and followed by
Able Company, moved through.

The lead platoon in Task Force Rhine was com-
manded by First Lieutenant Harold B. Gary, of
Abilene, Kansas, one of the hardest working officers
in the battalion, and who had spent more days in
the line than any other officer.

The first tank in Task Force Rhine was comman-
ded by Sergeant Ervin Latimore, of Winston-Salem,
Narth Carolina, and his cool, daring courage, as he
stood out on the point of the column, out in front,
alone, aroused the greatest admiration of all those
who took part in the entire operation. His work on
this task force also brought him a Silver Star Medal,
as that of Lieutenant Gary, for him a Bronze Star

Medal.
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Jankers Feying Eggs With Infanteymen After Knocking Out
the Reisdoe) Defenses of the Siegleied

Ehown with a group of doughboys of the 1st Battalion of the 404th
Regiment, after having knocked ouj seven pill-boxes, and broken the
Siegfried defenses at Reisdorf, for the passage of TASK FORCE RHINE,

are several members of L. Bruce's First Platoon of Charlie Company.

In the photo are;: Gavynor Thomas, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa.; Henry
0, Bregeitsz_.r. Woodville, Misz.; and Edgar Hamm ook, Philadel-
phia, Pa. (Standing). Kneeling is Ple. Ceaser J. Walters, Jack-
sonwville, Fla., and sitting s John A. Easton, of Willow Grove, Penna.
On EASTONS's right is First Lieut,. Thomas E. Bruce, Fort Scott,
Kansas (wearing knitted cap). The action took place on March 22, 1945.
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The infantrymen of the Znd Battalion of the 409th
Regiment were riding on the tanks of the two com-
panies as they rolled through to slug it out at Reis-
dorl.

The embattled Germans could expect no help
from the north, for there the Dade-Cochrane pla-
toon of Charlie Company, with the 411th Regiment,
had engaged and beaten them, and the engineers
had reduced their concrete pill-boxes, with their
high explosive "Composition C.

The results along that Nieder Schlettenbach-Er-
lenbach Road showed: Two anti-tank guns caplured,
16 pill-boxes knocked out, eight machine gun nests
liguidated, 150 Germans killed, and 400 captured,
at Nieder Schlettenbach. And at Erlenbach: 8 pill-
boxes had been knocked out, 9 machine gun nests
put out of action, 115 Germans killed, and the
devastating fire thrown here by the 761st caused the
surrender of 1050 Germans. All this damage was
done by this single Charlic Company platoon alone.
And the platoon was made up of the consolidated
tanks left operational from the Znd and 3rd pla-
toons of Charlie Company, after the rough fighting
through the minefields near Nieffern up to Boben-
thal.

The work of these Charlie crews at Reisdorf and
between Nieder Schlettenbach and Erlenbach was of
great importance to the ultimate success of the
mighty spearing of Task Force Rhine, so well had
the foundation been laid for the surge of armored
strength which followed up these preliminary
thrusts.

When platoon sergeant Theodore W. Windsor's
tank got caught in a tank trap, he called for cover
fire from Sergeants Warren Crecy, Isiah Parks,
Charlotte, N. C., and Daniel Cardell, of New York
City, and dismounted his crew with caution. After
crawling 500 yards or more they began to encoun-
ter enemy machine gun, mortar and sniper fire.

Turning in a new direction they advanced further,
ad coming around a blind corner, ran upon a pill-
box, which they had previously neutralized. Sud-
denly there was a loud explosion as a charge wenl
off. and they realized that it was the combat eng-
ineers of the 410th, who had arrived to make the
pill-box further useless by demolition on it. Wind-
sor had then had three tanks knocked out from
under him.

Taking part in the action at Reisdorf were the
tanks and crews of: First Lieut. Bruce; Sergeants:
John A. Holmes, of Chicago, llincis; Albert Z.
Young, of Bogalusa, Louisiana; Elmo Johnson (later
First Sergeant of Charlie), of Topeka, Kansas; and
Corporal Dwight Simpson, of Rock lsland, lllinois.

On the road between Nieder Schlettenbach and
Erlenbach, in the consolidated Dade-Cochrane pla-
toons of Charlie Company, were the following tank
commanders and their crews:

Second Lieut. (then Stalf Sergeant) Moses E.
Dade, Washington, D. C.. commanding; Tech 4th
Roosevelt Whittaker, Philadelphia, Pa.; Twyman E.
Bentley, Miami, Fla.; Corp. Nathaniel Dyson, of
Baton Rouge, La.; and Corp. Shirley Gwynn, of
Washington, D. C.

Serqeant Theodore W. Windsor, commanding,
Cleveland, Ohio; Sergeant (then Corporal) Wilfiam
H. McBurney, New York City; Corporal John W.
Stafford, Weatherford, Texas; Corporal Mozee
Thompson, Jr., Palestine, Texas; and Pvt. Roberl
P. Thrasher, of Atlanta, Ga.

Second Lieut. (then Sergeant) Warren G. H.
Crecy, Corpus Christi; Texas, commanding, First
Sqt. William R. Burroughs, Cleveland, Ohio; Pvt.
Med Moore, Pamplico, South Carolina; Pvt. Deab-
ner Lacey, Tyler, Texas; and Corporal William Wal-
ker, of Cleveland, Ohio.

Tech 4th fsiah Parks, commanding, Charlotte,
Marth Carolina; Corporal (then PvL) Christopher
P. Navarre, of Houston, Texas; Tech 4th Jessie J.
Glover, Cincinnati, Ohio; Pvt. William Washington,
Charleston, South Carolina; and Tech 5th Robert L.
Wade, of Southern Pines, North Carolina.

Sergeant Daniel Cardell, commanding, New York
City: Pvt. Luther Goff, Hartford, Conn.; Corp. (then
Pfc.) Leonard Smith, lamaica, New York; Tech 4th
Linson Ball, Chicago, lllinois; and Tech 5th Horace
J. Clark, of Winchester, Kentucky.

Second Lieutenant Frank C. Cochrane, of Beacon,
New York, was the Platoon Commander of the final
action, along this heavily fortified road.

[ ] " L]

And so, on through Reisdorl surged Task Force
Rhine, with the tankers embarked on their mosl
colorful combat venture. At close quarters tankers
hurled hand grenades into courtyards and houses,
flushing out the Germans within. Others of the
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enemy took to the hills, and woods, as the task force
moved on into the night which was then falling.
Later that night these same enemy lroops emerged
after the main body of Task Force Rhine had passed,
and attempted to ambush the task force's supply
trains, The supply trains escaped the ambush and
withdrew, and then were re-organized and fought
their way back over the same ground, and continued
on the path of the main body.

The supply train shanghai-ed two tardy lanks,
General Shermans, to form the spearhead of the
second fighting body, and then fired its way through
the enemy forces, killing many.

Sergeant Latimore was still out on the point of
Task Force Rhine, in Lieutenant Gary's platoon,
and the fighting was pretty furious at this point, but
Task Force Rhine forged on, with the infantrymen
mounted on the tanks, and also flanking them in the
woods,

Beyond Reisdorf, once it had been cleared, the
task force split into two sections. One section went
northeast towards Birkenhardt, and the other went
due east towards the town of Bollenborn. The task
force was now deep in the heart of the great Sieg-
fried mountain belt, far into the very heart of the
Hardt Mountains. There was no turning back now.
no matter what happened. It had to be “Forward!”
And heroes were being made by the minute. Gun-
ners were running rampant with their weapons, as
night came on!

The escape of the supply train was due in the
main to the alertness of two enlisted men of Service
Company, Corporal James L. Mills, of Ocala,
Florida, and Staff Sergeant Willie Black, of Clear-

view, Okla., the Transporlation Sergeant in the
company.

Mills was driving the half-track leading the supply
train, and when the enemy opened fire, the comm-
ander, Captain (then First Lieutenant) Taylor, dis-
mounted lo survey the situation. Technical Sergeant
Leonard J. Keyes, of Port Jervis, New York, was
also in the track. and was armed only with a 45
calibre pistol. Keyes was the 761st Operations
Sergeant. Captain O'Dea, the Motor Officer, was
also up in the front.

When the enemy attack began, Keyes followed
Captain Taylor from the half-track, and the other
personnel in it also, leaving only Mills, who met
the situation without qualm, and though he had
only two boxes of 50 calibre ammunition in the
track, he immediately returned the fire of the enemy
off to the right in the woods, and then threw a
fire screen before the track a hundred yards ahead,
preventing a group of Jerry infantrymen from
advancing closer to the vehicle. Captain O'Dea
was under the cover of this fire, looking for vant-
age points, and then Sergeant Black entered the
picture, and walked the entire line of heavily loaded
trucks and light tanks, having each one of them
turned in the opposite direction, and then moved
off to comparative fasety in the rear, as Mills kept
up his fire, standing alone in his track, the only
protection then between the supply train and the
desperate Germans! Firing short bursts to conserve
his low ammunition supply, the Floridian managed
to keep the enemy qunners and snipers occupied
long enough for the train to make its way back to
the rear, without casualties. It later developed that
the supply train had advanced beyond the point
where it had been expected o halt for the night.
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Chapter XV

Task Foece Rhine (PactZ)

The Birkenhardt column was met by heavy enemy
artillery concentrations, and furious anti-tank gun
fire, and was momentarily halted. The enemy had
plenty of weapons in this area, many of them mo-
bile. And so, Colonel Bates called for an artillery
concentration on Birkenhardt from the Corps art-
illery, re-inforced by Division artillery as well, and
got it. And nine battalions of artillery hurled their
sleel into Birkenhardt, and the town went up in
dust. And before the dust and smoke had settled
Task Force Rhine had moved in, and captured all
the still-living dazed defenders, and moved through
the lown.

The Assault Gun platoon had taken several anti-
tank quns, under fire, and forced the crews of
others to desert them, and the Birkenhardt column
moved on to its objective.

The Bollenborn column was met by heavy lire
also, from enemy artillery mortars, and AT guns
and was forced lo withdraw. Everybody was throw-
ing everything they had into the furious fighting at
this point, and night was coming on. The Germans
were putting up their stiffest resistance here in the
heart of their mountain defenses, well realizing the
fate awaiting them should they fail to hold their
ground.

Two hours aller the task force had moved through
Reisdorf, the 103rd ordered it to continue north and
east and to contact the Tenth Armored Division in
silz, a few kilometers east from the junction of the

The roar of the motors of the big Shermans, the
ear-splitting sound of the hupe cannon firing, and the
crashing rattle of heavy machine guns going off, must
have been terrifying to the people along the route of
Task Force Rhine, as it came slazhing through
the dark night! And when it got too dark to see, fand
there are no headlights shining on a tank in baifle)
these tankers fired a whole town, and made light for
themselves! And continued om their way., — Taszk
Force Rhine cannot be the story of any individueal
soldier, for it was the embodiment of teamwork at its
best, az these colored tankers, and their infantrymen,
blazed away al the enemy often hidden by the conceal-
ment of the night, but they kept blazing away, and
before the sun rose the nexl morning Task Force
Rhine had done its work, and the Siegfried had
heen cracked! And then, the I4th Armored Division, o
whole division!, rolled through the hole the 7&lst had

made. And they had foaced froops from among 14
different German divisions on that epic march! —

Birkenhardt-Lauterburg Road, along which Task
Force Rhine was moving.

The 14th Armored Division was still waiting to
the rear of Task Force Rhine, and if these Negro
tankers and their support succeeded, then the Se-
venth Army would throw its fullest weight, armer
and otherwise, into the break, for the surge through
to the plains of the Rhine and the juicy prizes
which lay on the other side. Air support was “on
call” from the P-38s and P-47s of the Tactical Air
Force, which waited for any signal to flash into the
picture.

In just 35 minutes after the orders came, the
move was on, against heavy opposition, with small
arms fire and nebelwerfers ensconced in the hills,
and road blocks to hold up the advance of the
tanks. But Task Force Rhine forged ahead over
road craters, and overcame the road blocks by using
the tanks as “tank-dozers” to push the road blocks
aside, or reduced them with high explosive fire.

Upon approaching Silz a hail of mortar and art-
illery fire met the task force, and from this Colonel
Rates deduced that the Tenth Armored Division was
not in that town.

Colonel Bates met the alternative squarely, and
called his signals quickly and without hesitation, and
Task Force Rhine slugged its way on through Silz,
with furious fighting all the way, and then continued
due east towards Munchweiler. Deep in the midst
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No longer * Supermen”

A foew of the German  prisonors
capilured by TASK FPORCE RHINE
look Iorlom as they waoit o boe taken

{0 prizon cipges in the rear

e e

T the Wake of “Task Foece Rhine”

The morning after TASK FORCE RHINE had blasted Its way [rom Silz to Klingen-
munster, the sup rose gn this scence of horses grazing in the green verdant belds
dlatig the road beétween those two tosmns, with the wreckage of the vehicles imd
anti-tank puns and armor, which they had been vainly tryviog o pull away {rom the
devastating fire of the ¥6lst tankers littering the road.

Dead bodies lie off to the right, ns a peaceful sun beams on whal, 8 few hours before,
was sceng of carnage and death, with the mighty surge of the 761st Tank Batialion
spearheading the Cactus Division through the Hardt Mountains and out to the

lowland bevond, alter hiaving smmeshed the Siegfeied Line in & mighty surge,

iPholo by George Sanders, 103rd Division, and reproduced by MeCorter
ond Carringion, 781st Tank Batlalion)
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of the Siegfried Line there was not turning back
now, no matter what the odds might be, or what
might happen. It was “Forward!”, and the goal was
almost in sight. It was now dark, and the path ahead
was unlighted, except by the Mashes from the
cannons, and the flares coming from the bright fires
started in the towns behind the task force.

Firing into a little settlement east of Silz, a house
housing an enemy ammunition dump was hit by
shell fire, and the dump was exploded, setting the
entire settlement afire, and the town of Silz as well.
Shells were exploding in every direction, and am-
munition was going up on all sides, partially block-
ing traffic. and hazarding the movement of the tank
column, as the inferno raged. The Journal later
stated that the fire provided “excellent illumination”
for the work of Task Force Rhine.

Filteen minutes after midnight the night of the
22nd Munchweiler was reached, and there the
column faced more anti-tank quns. Spraying these
guns with fire from the machine guns on the tanks,
their crews were driven off, and the enemy began
a retreat. It was the beginning of the end.

Rear elements of a retreating motorized and hor-
se-drawn column were encountered on the road
from Silz to Klingenmunster, and here carnage
followed, as the tank gunners and cannoneers ran
riol with their weapons.

The column was fired on with devastating effect,
and many Germans were killed, and the road was
hlocked with vehicles and dead horses for a distance
of almost five miles. The column was annihilated,
and for miles the road was so littered with debris,
dead horses, shattered AT and self-propelled quns,
artillery pieces, dead Germans and wrecked motor
vehicles, it became necessary for Colonel Bates to
order his tank-dozer forward to clear a way for his
tanks to proceed. Following the successful complet-
ion of its task this tank-dozer was hit by an AT gun
at Klingenmunster, and knocked out. But it had
done its work, and Task Force Rhine proceeded in
high gear!

The sizeable town of Klingenmunster was the next
objective of Task Force Rhine, and at that point
permanent installations were encountered.

These installations were subjected to a terrific fire
by all the guns of the task force, and one platoon
from Baker Company, supported by infantrymen of
the 400th, tried to punch its way into the town, but

the enemy resistance stilfened. and the attacking
tanks and infantry were forced lo withdraw.

Then that same platoon, and another platoon
from Baker Company, took up firing positions near
the edge of the town, with two supplementing as-
sault quns assisting, and fired all weapons into the
town. Klingenmunster was set afire, and it was en-
tered then with only occasional mortar and sniper

fire.

And the 5-3 Journal recorded: 0400 hours, Klin-
genmunster reached; 0435 hours, Town entered and
secured”. It was March 23rd, exactly twelve hours
and thirty-five minutes after the main body of Task
Force Rhine had jumped off!

Meanwhile. many Germans had surrendered, and
these prisoners constituted a grave problem, as Tor
carrying them, for it had then become known that
the enemy had closed in on the rear of the column,
in an effort to ambush the supply trains. These
enemy had taken to the hills and woods, when the
main body of the task force went through the
mountains. However, they were loaded on gas
lrucks and in every other available place, and car-
ried to the prison cages in the rear, while Task
Force Rhine was slugging its way down out of the
mountains, into Klingenmunster. As late as noon
on the 23rd there were Germans still coming out
ol the mountains to surrender to the 761st, even
as it sat in place in Klingenmunster and regrouped
its forces.

The mission had been accomplished! And the
path to the plains of the Rhine lay clear, and the
Seventh Army could. and did, surge through to the
Rhine itself, and the prizes which lay beyond!

The entire action had consumed just under
sev wo hours, and on that day, March 23d.
thel 14th’ Armored Division rolled through the
hole made by Task Force Rhine, passed through
the task force at Klingenmunster, and rolled on
through to the Rhine. The prizes were Karlsruhe,
and Stuttgart, and it had been Task Forte Rhine
which carried the ball through the -Siegfried! And
that was the 761st Tank Battalion out there in front!

And for Task Force Rhine, the score stood: seven
Siegfried towns taken, three of them destroyed; a
large quantity of enemy weapons and vehicles cap-
tured; 31 pill-boxes had been knocked out; 49
machine gun nests had been palverized: 29 anli-
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tank guns had been destroyed, with 20 other anti-
tank guns captured! 450 enemy vehicles had been
destroyed; eleven ammunition trucks had been
blown up: four self-propelled enemy guns kayoed;
lwelve 37 mm anti-tank guns kayoed; nine nebel-
werfers liquidated; one 170 mm arlillery piece put
out of action; 200 horses killed or captured; one
ammunition dump blown up; 833 Germans had
been killed, a hundred wounded and 3,260 cap-
tured!

And a later check al rear-area prison cages
showed that there were prisoners from among 14
different German divisions in the haul, indicating

the size of the German forces which had opposed
Task Force Rhine.

Herces had been made by the minute, and Sil-
ver and Bronze Star Medals came out for the
bronze tankers, with several battlefield commissions
as well.

The 761st then pushed on as far as the town of
Insheim, which was captured, or rather, surrendered
to two members of the battalion, thirty minutes be-
fore the arrival of the Deputy Division Commander
of the 103rd, Brigadier General Pierce. The two
who received the surrender were: First Lieutenant
Charles A. Guess, of Topeka, Kansas, and Private
First Class Albert Neal, of Baltimore, Maryland.

The Battalion CP was set up at Insheim, and
there, on March 28, it was ordered to join the 71st
Infantry Division, then in Major General Manton 5.
Eddy's Xl Corps, for the thrust across Germany,
from the Rhine. On March 30th, the 761st moved
out to join the 71st Division,

The fourth phase of its five major battle camp-
aigns had been successfully completed, and the
battalion had suffered fewer losses in men and
equipment than in any other phase, while at the
same time wreaking more damage on the enemy
than on any other operation.

AFTERMATH

When all the clamor had subsided, and the many
German prisoners, and liberated slaves of French,
Russian, Polish, and Czech nationalities, had gon:
to the rear, and the tired troopers regained thei
strength, the following message was received from
Major General Anthony C. McAuliffe, Command-
ing General of the 103rd Division:

I

“TO: The Officers and Men of the 103rd
Infantry Division and Attached Unils.
The first stage of our operation has been
brilliantly completed. You broke through the
famous Siegfricd defenses and then boldly
exploited your success. You have taken more
than 4,700 prisoners. You have fought gal-
lantly and intelligently, and you have led all
the way. | congratulate you.”

And the Daily News Summary from Division
Headquarters said this:

“Credit for the sensational breakthrough which
scattered the Siegfried’s formidable mountain bell
and enabled armored forces to pour through to the
Rhine can be given to elements of the Znd Battalion
of the 409th Infantry and the 761st Tank Battalion.

“Those units formed a task force which overcame
almost insuperable obstacles in shaking loose
through the Siegfried’s mountain barriers and then
made a courageous dash deep into the plain, cap-
turing town after town. The tankers softened up the
resistance in the towns with ‘reconnaissance by fire’
and the infantrymen cleared owt the towns and
shattered German attempts to organize for a stand
in the surrounding hills. This task force also
accounted for the tremendous damage done lo
German motor and horse-drawn columns between
Siz and Klingenmunster, in which hundreds of
vehicles were destroyed.”

Task Force Rhine had come through in high gear,
like a fast-stepping hallback breaking through a
broken-field run for the goal, and it had carried the
ball, all the way!

Three more battlefield commissions had been
awarded. They went to: Staff Sergeant Moses L.
Dade, of Washington, D. C., on February 10th;
First Sergeant Horace Alphonso Jones, of Detroit,
Michigan, and in Service Company; and Staff
Sergeant Theodore A. Weston, of Washington,
D. C.. both on March 23rd, while Task Force Rhine
was rolling, and Weston was in high gear with his
tank! They brough the total to five battlefield
commissions.

The 761st was ready for the next phase of its
combat action, one which was to take them stream-
ing across the heart of the Third Reich to a history-
making junction with the Russians in then-laraway
Austria,
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Chapter XVI

Captuing The 55"

Task Force Rhine had accomplished the desired
purpose of the High Command, but it had not been
the easiest task in the world, for there had been a
recurrence of errors in information, which could
have proved as fatal as the lailure to properly re-
connoiter that anti-tank ditch at Morville, France in
November 1944. For instance, all advance infor-
mation given Task Force Rhine about the location
of friendly units was in error, for the Tenth Ar-
mored Division was not in Silz; the 36th Division
had not then taken Bergzabern and was no! ad-
vancing towards Klingenmunster; and friendly in-
fantry which was to be motorized and follow the
task force immediately did not arrive until well
into the following day, instead of durirg the night,
as had been advised. In addition to this, artillery fire
from the 36th Division artillery was landing near
Klingenmunster, and Task Force Rhine, and this had
lo be taken off. And, finally, the task force operated
out of range of its own artillery, but youngsters
like Ervin Latimore performed their mission by
making “reconnaissance by fire”, and the force
moved ahead successfully, never deviating from its
assigned route, in spite of enemy pressure and un-
marked crossing roads. It was a superb accomp-
lishment!

ke

Mow with the last phase of their major combal
campaigns ahead of them, the 7615t moved oul of
Insheim. and made a road march to join the 71st
Infantry Division. This was effected after covering
132 miles, and the 7615t joined the 71st at Langen-

Well, at test we had Jerry on the run everywhere,
and # was just a malter of running him fo earth,
and destroging him, and getting this damned war eper,
because there were some of us whe wanted to get
our clothes of — all of them, and get o good hot bath!
And, too, thizs made the fifth time we had gone over
into Germany, and {he big idea was to make il be
the last time, and let’s get this damned thing over
with! And, besides, this time we crossed the Rhine!
Man, we réally “jumped” after that, P. 5, Some of the
guys were sore "cause they didn't have tima to spark
the frouleins.., but them, we had (o caplure that
Sirth 85 Mountain Division, Nord, for they
were threatening Corps Headguarters, and that meant

General Eddy — and pou know we gol ouwr jirst
battles under his Corps, so we just couldn't stand
for that. So, off we went — over the Rhine!

selbold, Germany, crossing the Rhine River at Op-
penheim on March 30, and reaching the 71sl on
April 1st.

No time was lost in getting into aclion, for on
the first day Baker Company attacked a German
position where eight artillery guns were emplaced
along the road in the vicinity of Rodalback, and
along which a convoy was also moving.

Lieut. Gary's platoon killed 300 enemy infantry-
men, wounded 200 olhers, and captured 500 more.
Here Captain Long hit a truck in the convoy, and
another tank got another truck. The eight artillery
pieces were overrun by the infantry of the 14th
Regiment.

Captain Baker's Able Company was working with
the S5th Infantry Regiment; Captain Long's Baker
Company was with the 14th Regiment, and Captain
Gate's Charlie Company was with the 66th Infantry
Regiment. Captain English’s Dog Company was
screening in co-ordination with the 71st Reconnais-
sance Troop, and the Assault Gun P}
into two sections.

First Lieutenant-James R. Burgess. Jr., of Chicago,
with one seclion, was covering the forward moye-
ment of the 608th Field Artillery Battalion. The ot
section, under the command of Staff Sergea
Richard L. Sparks, of Paul's Valley, Oklahoma, wenl
into a fire fight in a heavily wooded area betwecn
Spiclberg, Streitburg and Leisenwald,

In this area the #1st Division encountered the
crack German Gth 55 Mountain Division, Nord. The
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area ol the torests of Leisenwald, Waldenbury, and
Budinger, became a bloody battle ground, as the
conflict began on Easter Monday. Encompassing
the area were the following towns: Allenstadt an
the west; Buches to the northwest: Elm on the
north, and Streitburg and Spielberg on the east.

The 6th 55 Mountain Division. Nord, was trying
to force its way out of a pocket, and had attempted
to fight through to the X1l Corps, settling down on
the Corps’ communications lines, twenty miles be-
hind the Corps CP. Moving up to protect the flanks
of the Corps, the 71st had to fight its own way
through, and the battle ensued. The first contact
had been made by the 14th Regiment, with Lieut.
Giary's Baker Company tanks, and the first damages
had been inflicted upon the enemy,

And then the fight began in earnest, as the S5
troops elected to stand their ground, and hold their
positions, as the 71st countered trying to envelope
them.

Able Company tanks, with the 5th Regiment, were
split up, with the Third Platoon, under Lieutenant
Billy Kitt, going to the left of Waldenburg, and the
First and Second Platoons, under Lieutenants Harold
Kingsley and Teddy Weston, respectively, moving
on the right of Waldenburg through the forest.

Baker Company tanks were fighting from Rodal-
back with the 2Znd and 3rd Battalions of the 14th
Regiment. Charlie Company was operating with the
2Znd Battalion of the 66th Regiment, to the south
and east of the S5 troop to establish a block, and
capture escaping SSers.

Sergeant Sparks had two assault quns, under
Sergeant Louis M. Daniels, of Detroit, Michigan,
and Sergeant Elwood C. Hall, of Phila, Pa., and
with his section he reported in to the wiry colonel
commanding the 66th, at 0500 hours “to escort a
convoy , and was told by the colonel: “"Convoy?
We're going out to fight!”

Without blinking, Sergeant Sparks replied:
“Okay, Sir, let’s go then!”, and headed for Leisen-
wald, where small arms fire was poured on the
assault guns, and re-inforced pill-boxes were en-
countered.

Sparks’ section, with Daniels and Hall's tanks,
neutralized the opposition, though the 3rd Battalion
fighting into Leisewald had to fight a bitter house-
to-house battle until ten o'clock that night before
the town and a thousand S5 troops were taken.

On Easter Monday, Able Company had helped
the 5th Regiment to take Buches and Budingen, and
speared towards the middle of the enemy lines, in
order to force clear a main supply route through
the Waldenburg and Budinger Forests. Lieutenants
Kingsley, Kitt, and Weston eventually coordinated
their operations with those of Lieutenant Gary and
his Baker tanks with the 14th Regiment.

Baker Company tanks went out with the 2nd and
3rd Battalions of the 14th, moving north to cut the
Mieder Mockstadt—Ober Mockstadt Road. Two
tanks were put with the 2nd Battalion and the ob-
jective was taken with light oppesition. The 3rd
Battalion objective was taken with no opposition.
One assault gun accompanied Baker tanks on that
mission,

Later in the same night, Baker tanks. and two
assault gquns with them, operated east of that point,
with the 3rd Battalion, seizing high ground in the
area, Simultaneously the 2Znd Battalion moved to
Bleichenbach, with opposition between Bergzheim
to Hill 362, which was captured, costing the enemy
some casualties and the capture of twelve enemy
artillery pieces.

As a result of the co-ordinated moves of the for-
ward elements of the tanks, with artillery support.
and the infantry moving in, the encirclement of the
6th 55 Mountain Division, Nord, was completed by
April 3rd, and the entire enemy division was either
destroyed or captured. And the triple-thrzat to the
Corps Headquarters, the cutting of the coinmunica-
tion and supply lines, had been eliminated.

The remaining assault guns under Lieutenant
Burgess remained in protection of the 608th Field
Artillery Battalion.

During the early part of the initial Baker Com-
pany engagement, Staff Sergeant Alexander Bell
had shot down an enemy airplane at Langenselbold,
the plane crashing to earth in the division artillery
area.

The assault quns at Leisenwald slew 30 Germans
in knocking out a building, burning the structure to
the ground, on Easter Monday. Here they captured
50 more, and then fired another mission on an
enemy convoy, destroying 20 wagons. When the
convoy was attacked the Ffirst two lead wvehicles
were hit and set afire. This halted the forward
movement of the rest of the column, and the assault
guns poured a devastating fire into the column,
wrecking it.
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Perlorming screening and reconnaissance with
the | & R Platoon of the 71st Division. Second
Lieutenant (then Tech 4th) Leonard J. Holland's
Platoon of Dog Company tanks, six of them, cap-
tured an enemy radio station at Salz, on the mor-
ning of April 4th, and then moved northeast of Salz,
to Lake Rotenbach the same day, and swiftly cap-
tured two fully-stocked enemy ammored supply
dumps, striking before the enemy could recover
trom the effects of a running Ffre-fight with an
estimated 200 enemy infantrymen in a woods,
shortly alter 1300 hours.

In addition to Holfand's tank, there were the
tanks and crews of: Staff Sergeant John N. Win-
bush, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Sergeant Fred W. Crab-
tree, of Bowling Green, Kentucky: Sergeant James
C. Harris. Detroit, Michigan; Sergeant Crawford O.
Pegram, Natchitoches, La., and Sergeant Freston
McNeil, of New York City

By this time the liquidation of the Gth S5 Mount-
ain Division, Nord, was complete, and enemy ele-
ments were in retreat in great confusion, leading
the pursuing tankers and infaptry to the capture of
onany hundreds as the action moved east towards
Fulda, with the medium companies and the assault

Able Company tonk crew pxtinguishes a fire, resulling

from r hit by enemy fre "somewhere in Germany '

guns executing fire missions from the vicinity of
Magdlos and Flieden, towards Fulda,

Licutenant Gary's Baker Company platoon en-
tered a chase after a German general, bul missed
him. and continued on clearing the woods to Fulda,
knocking out ten machine gun nests, taking 500
prisoners during the action

The Third Army thrust across the Reich was in

full swing!
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Able Company tankers re-fuel and load food in

historic Coburg, ancient capltol of Saxony, in April,
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Chapter XVII

Aceoss The Reich

Resistance from the disorganized German troops
was coming from small units of Volksgrenadiers,
with here and there a larger body of the enemy's
finer troops pausing to make a stand in their mad
flight before the onrushing armor the Third
Army, and the tanks of the 761st continued to take
their toll of enemy soldiers and equipment, as Ger-
mans surrendered by the thousands.

The fighting was now less furious, and, for the
rest of the march, the enemy could offer no ex-
ceptional resistance, such as that which had been
given back in France and along the Siegfried Line.
The task was much easier now.

But here and there fanatic 55 troopers were €n-
countered, who preferred death to surrender, and
it was during this period, after the 761st had left
Fulda, and cut over to Meningen, that Sergeant
Jonathan B. Hall, had to stand and watch a Ger-
man S5 trooper pull a razor and slash his own
throat from ear to ear, in front of Hall's tank, rather
than surrender to these colored tankers. He slowly
bled to death writhing on the ground, as Hall and
his orewmen walched the life ebb from his body.

The Battalion stayed in Fulda two days, before
moving over to Meningen, scene of the capture of

There was a heluva lot of difference in the drive
across the Reich and the previous battles we had had
with the Jerries, for he wag in retreat now, ang it
was some chase to celch up with him, while he was
running, for he just wouldnt siond and fight. Now
and then we would hit a tough spot, bul there were
a0 more battles like Morville, Honskirch, Tillet, or the
Nieffern fights, or the road between Nieder Schlet-
tenbach and Erlenbach, This was the life! And the
lads “liberated” a cognac factory, some camerd far-
tories, had good beds to sleep in, until some guy would
rouse them out just afjter sleep had descended, saying:
“ipe gotia fire misston”, It wasn'l pold, the sun shone, Lhe
Reich was a land of beauty, and the frauleins were
mighty pretty. Yessir! This was the lije! And we
rolled across Hitler's Third Reich like the Sunser
Limited crossing the plains of Teras, or “The Tuwen-
tieth Century Limited” sweeping through Highland.
Falls! — And Ernest Hill got o brand new tank
for some Ten-in-Ones, near Bayreuth, so the lads
could keep on going ... Task Force Weiden-
mark, unheard-of and unsung, wenl way put on the
farthest Allied projection towards Crechoslovakia, with
761st Assault Guns leading the way ... And ‘the Sher-
mans rode (he autobahn!

the Nazi's fabulous gold cache, where billions of
dollars worth of gold were seized in a cave there,
and turned over to Army officials.

Hildberghausen, Herbertsdorf, Eishausen and
Oberlauter, fell in the three days following April
7th, when the 761st moved out of Fulda, and then
the tanks reached Coburg, ancient capital of Saxony,
and seat of government of Attila, The Hun, some 50
miles from the Czechoslovakian border.

And, here came the huge Shermans of Colonel
Bates' 761st, with quns blazing away, as they roared
into the city, and met stiff resistance from enemy
troops who seemed determined that this traditional
and historic spot, be preserved for the Reich. But
the attack went on, and on April 12th, Coburg fell,
and 71st Division infantrymen entered and took the
city, after the guns of the tanks had blasted out the
foc. It was @ major prize, and here the weary tank-
men paused for a few hours to rest, in the shadow
of a monument in the city square, depicting a Negro
friar, @ Dominician Father, who had been sainted
hundreds of years before. Dinner was eaten in the
square, and the tankers were refreshed by the in-
vigorating spirits [rom a factory which had been
making the stuff which goes in “the cup that
cheers’”. Fresh eggs, chickens, and wine, added to
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the comfort, along with the opportunity to get into
# good soft bed, for the first time in many days.

Coburg was a good “breather”, and camera en-
thusiasts ran riot, when a camera factory was liber-
ated, with its equipment. But there was little time
for further celebrations, for the objectives still lay
many miles ahead, and now that the enemy was on
the run, Major General Willard G. Wyman, of
Washington, D. C., commanding the 7ist, was
determined that the feeing Germans would be
pursued and run to earth, and orders were received
for further movements in the direction of Bayreuth,
important key city on the Berlin—Leipzig—Murn-
berg—Munich Autobahn, and the tankers piled into
their vehicles and moved off.

In the next two days, the tankers fought their way
across the Main River, towards Kulmbach, which
lay on the routz to Bayreuth, with the companies
still dispersed with the infantry regiments to which
they were assigned.

At Coburg Able Company had knocked out Four
machine gun nests and one panzerfaust. Between
Meningen and to Bayreuth, Baker Company had
accounted for one armored car, fifteen machine gun
nests, killing more than a hundred Germans, and
capturing two hundred others. Charlie Company
had knocked out 19 enemy wehicles; killed 125
enemy, captured 350, along with two complete bat-
talions captured, and Dog Company had been per-
forming guard duty for the 71st Division CP. Two
officers and one enlisted man from the Fourth Ar-
mored Division, had been liberated from their Ger-
man captors by Charlie Company,

Kulmbach was attacked on April 14th, and fell
after a stiff battle, which was the beginning of
stronger enemy resistance from that point to Bay-
reuth. Operating in conjunction with the 761st and
the 71st Infantry Division, at this time, was the
Eleventh Armored Division, which was also in the
fight for Bayreuth, along with another infantry
division, when the town was altacked for two days
following the capture of Kulmbach,

Sweeping down on a front extending from the
Weissen River on the left, to the Roter Main River
on the right, the assaulting troops reached Bay-
reuth, and here a major battle ensued.

Chief 761st unit engaged in the battle here was
Captain Long's Baker Company, with tank platoons

under Lieutenant Gary, which were supporting the
attack with the 14th “Right of the Line” Infantry
Regiment of the 71st Division.

Hurling steel into the town, after a surrender ulti-
matum had been spurned by the Germans, the
assault lasted two days, and then Bayreuth was no
longer able to withstand the force of the attacking
elements, and on April 16th, the commander of the
city's enemy troops surrendered to the Command-
ing Officer of the 14th Regiment of the Fist In-
fantry Division, which was the official captor of the
city, although the 11th Armored and the 65th In-
fantry Division had also attacked on the Aanks.

The capture of Bayreuth gave the Third Army
another springboard for attacks to the east and
south, and the Pafton armor was quick to take ad-
vantage of this.

After having alternately passed and been passed
by tanks from the Eleventh Armored, that division
swung eastwards, and continued onwards on a
prong towards Czechoslovakia, then about 26 miles
away.

Lieutenant Gary's tanks had encountered enemy
armor in the fight at Bayreutt and there destroyed
one tank, killing ?5 Germans and taking 200 pri-
soners. Here, also, the Germans themselves de-
stroyed four of their huge tanks, rather than permit
them to be caplured intact by the Shermans of
Baker Company. And the advance continued on in
the direction of Amberg, about 35 miles south.

Here at Bayreuth it was found that the swift
march of the 761st had worn heavily on the tracks
and treads of the big tanks, and there was some
concern as to the possibilities of the tanks holding
up under the strain of the sustained drive deeper
into and through enemy territory.

It was here that Master Sergeant Ernest D. Hill,
of Chicago, lllinois, made a deal with an ordnance
unit, and bartered for a Sherman which was just
about dead-lined from some other armored unit,
and telling the ordnance men, “Don’t junk that
tank; | can fix it”, Hill got the vehicle to rolling,
and put it into sdrvice for the 761st, at a time when
il was sorely needed. And the drive went on.

* On April 16 First Lieutenant James R. Burgess,
Ir., of Chicago, Assault Gun Platoon Commander,
went out with a task force which made the deepest
eastern penetration, at that time, and in that area,
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of any Allied forces going east, when he took
“Task Force Weidenmark™ east towards Czechoslo-
vakia, going for many miles, to within a few miles
of ancient Bohemia and Moravia, into which the
Russians were also making a deep penetration, as
their drive westwards continued in the face of
frenzied, but lessening German resistance. It was
an ominous period for the Third Reich.

On the north the 26th “Yankee"” Division, former
co-workers of the 761st, from the Saar; were push-
ing towards Czechoslovakia, and Turther extending
the Third Army front on that side. The 11th Ar-
mored was making a drive of its own, and gaining
ground.

On the unheralded and unsung “"Task Force Wei-
denmark™ were: a company of infantry, the 635th
Tank Destroyer Battalion, five light tanks from Dog
Company of the 761st, under Staff Sergeant Jack
Gilbert, and two assault guns, one commanded by
Sergeant Joseph A. Tates, of 702 Bruner Street,
Baltimore, Maryland, who came from the venture-
some ride, to receive a battlefield commission as a
second lieutenant on the next day, and the other
was commanded by Sergeant Frank C. Alexander,
of Philadelphia, Penna. Lieutenant Burgess had a
crew in a half-track.

With Tates were: Corporal Buddie V. Branch,
Dayton, Ohio; Private Robert Knox; Tech 5th
James C. Cole, of Baltimore, and Private Charles
White, of Baker Company. In Sergeant Alexander's
assault gun crew were: Corporal Randolph Hem-
mings, The Bronx, New York; Tech 5th Mathew Lee;
Private Jimmie L. Young, and Private Pawl Peterson.
With Lieutenant Burgess were: Private Raymond
Houston: Ple. Jacob Myles, Tuscaloosa, Alabama;
Private Peter Anderson, St. Louis, Mo., and Tech 4th
Leon M. Sears, of Birmingham, Alabama.

“Task Force Weidenmark™ moved out, and on
its entire drive into miles ol enemy-held territory.
it never fired a shot! Bul it took town after town, as
lhe white Hags popped into the windows of the
towns and villages as if by magic, when the ar-
mored vehicles rolled into them. From the heights
from which Bayreuth could be seen, could be seen
dense clouds of smoke, and the light of burning
towns as more of Naziland was laid waste. Only the
machine gunners fired a few sporadic rounds at
cnemy snipers, as ' Task Force Weidenmark™, a
menacing and grim force, moved on, with motors

roaring, and guns loaded and in readiness for
action, as Lieutenant Burgess led his task force
deep towards the Czech border. The tanks and their
support rolled steadily for four hours before they
halted, for a return trip, after securily guards had
been posted to hold the captured territory.

No sirens heralded the return of the intrepid
little force, and no brass bands met it, bul when it
had returned to its base of operations, then, and only
then, did the men learn that they had been the most
eastern of all Allied forces when they reached their
stopping point, near the Czech border on that un-
sung drive. But they had taken the land, and that
was the idea.

Grim pathos had been encountered on "Task
Force Weidenmark™, and more definile evidences of
the breakdown of the Nazi resistance, for the task
force met hundreds of weary, bedraggled, starved
and skinny Russian prisoners, freed from German
prison camps, trudging their way wearily towards
the advancing Americans.

Tattered clothing, barefeet, emaciated limbs, all
marked the appearance of these former soldiers
and workers of the Soviet, who saw their salvation
in the coming of the " Amerikaneetskis”, whom they
were hardly able to greet, because their bodies were
so [rail, thin, tired, and worn. Hunger marked their
countenances, with cheek-bones showing through
the skin, with some of them so weak they could
hardly walk, and being supported from falling by
the arms of comrades who were equally as weak as
they. It was a pathetic scene, but the feeling that
the Germans were freeing these prisoners, was
evidence that the Nazis had decided that they could
no longer support their prisoners and themselves
remain free of the terror of the advance of the
Russians on the east, and Patton's men on the west.
It was the beginning of the end!

And “Task Force Weidenmark”, freeing pris-
oners, taking towns, penetrating almost to Czecho-
slovakia, returned to Bayreuth, and went back into
service, as the 761st Tank Battalion then became
the sole armored spearhead of the entire Third
Army drive of the 71st Division, and headed due
south, towards Austria, which was then not too far
away.

Down the autobahn sped the Shermans, firing on
enemy troops hidden in the woods along the great
highway, and over-running airfields, made by build-
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ing a concrete strip into the space between the two
wide pavements of the autobahn, and from which
enemy aircraft had been taking off, from strips
which were then as wide as the runways at a standard
heavy bomber base. Aircraft were destroyed in
place along the autobahn, enemy searchlights built
along the road were shot up, and the swift advance
moved on towards Amberg, after Pegnitz had been
reached and the Peqgnitz River had been crossed.
And the division front widened from Bayreuth,
as the 761st tanks moved out in front. At the air-
fields at Benks, on the 15th, Charlie Company
caught 9 machine gun nests, killed 40 enemy and
took 350 prisoners; helped capture Hermann
Goering’s castle at Neuhaus, with two platoons un-

der Second Lieutenants Dade and Cochrane, firing
on the huge structure atop a high bluff. and then
swung over to Yelden, where a Mark 1V tank was
knocked out, with one AT gun, and six machine
qun nests, and an uncounted number of prisoners
taken,

At Salzach-Rosenberg, Able Company knock-
ed out four enemy hall-tracks, 6 wheeled vehicles,
and three machine qun nests. Poppendorf, Weiden-
mark, Haag, Lindenhardt, and Hobenmirsberg, were
taken, with the enemy capturing Major Reynolds,
the Executive Officer, Captain Long, Baker Com-
pany CO, and Tech 5th's Sandford and Fiefds, at
Lindenhardt. This was on April 19th, near Trockau.
The 761st was rolling!
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Chapter XVIII

Nearing The End!

Following the capture of Major Reynolds and the
other three, a call went out for “volunteers™ to form
a task force to attempt the recaplure of the pris-
oners, and every member of the rear echelon of
the battalion, including cooks, mess personnel, ad-
ministrative personnel and all, volunteered, and took
up their weapons, and sallied forth into the woods
near Lindenhardt, to fush out the enemy which
had taken the tankers. Only Master Sergeant Joseph
Thomas, of Gadsden, Ala., the Battalion Sergeant-
Major, was left at headquarters, and he became the
“acting battalion commander”, during the hunt,
which was unsuccessful in finding the lost members,
but did take a number of German prisoners in the
woods.

Four days later Captain Long and Tech 5ths
Sandford and Fields were released by the enemy,
after the battalion had overrun the city of Amberq.
Major Reynolds was still missing.

During this period operalions took place at
Auverbach, Bernreuth, and Baker Company tanks,
under Lieutenant Gary killed 300 German infantry-
men, wounded another hundred, and captured 75
others. These were the “'stand-and-fight-it-out™
troopers of the enemy.

In the vicinity of Perkam Charlie Company got
into a firefight on April 27th, and knocked out three
machine qun nests; took 140 prisoners, and freed
two captured enlisted men from the 80th Infantry

Well, we were 120 miles from the Russions when
we got to Salzbach-Rosenberg, and the gap was clos-
tng day by day, az we went on,. We went through 30

miles of beauty land, in the Salzbach, Valley, scenic
paradise, and we were getting nearer and nearer to

the Danube River, “the blue Danube”, buf we didn't
knote whether in was really blue or not. We'd find out!
Able Company got into Coburg first; Baker got into
Bayreuth first, and Repensbhurg, the Ratisbonic Citp
of Napoleon was the nert major objeclive. It was
here that Browning's “Boy"™ of the famous poem drop-
ped dead, after his long run ofoot ta bring news fo
Napoleen in Regensburp, folling ot the feet of the
Emperor, afier having given him the news Well, we
hod “news” too, for Regensburg — but it was not for
Napoleon! We were going out to gefl a forward CF
for Patton, and Regensburg was the town where it
was to be located. And after Regensburg we went
down towards Austria. The time was getting shorter
and shorter. (We still didn’t have ftime for the frdu-

leins.)

Division. It then moved platoons in to the Regens-
burg area, to assist in the attack on that major city,
a center for rail, motor and communications.

Schwandorf and Burglengenfeld had been taken,
and Charliec met a firefight at Regenstauf, a few
miles above Regensburg, on the Regen River. Kurn
and Pirkensee were also taken, and after Zeitlern
and Eltheim had been captured, the tanks reached
the Danube River, before Regensburg.

The Danube was first crossed at 1445 hours on
April 27th, prior to the capture of Regensburg.
which was assaulted early that morning.

At Regenstauf, the enemy had elected to stand
and defend his position, and Charlie Company
attacked. Along with Lieutenant Gary's tanks from
Baker Company, a platoon of light tanks from Dog
Company, commanded by Second Lieutenant (then
Tech 4th Grade) Leonard J. Holland, of Detroit,
Michigan, and four assault guns, commanded re-
spectively by Sergeants Alexander, Ford, Daniels
and Ballard, entered the fight, and after an extended
shelling of the enemy positions, the Germans finally
were overcome, and the action moved on towards
Regensburg.

Regensburg, ancient capitol of the Napoleonic
wars, was a key military center for the Nazis for
their southeastern region, located not far from the
junction of the Danube and Isar Rivers. It was a
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strategic strongpoint, with channels fanning out to
other military posts in all directions, and with an
autobahn going northwest towards Nurnburg.

Alter gelling into position, under cover of night,
for an early morning assaull by the infantry in
assault boats, especiaily brought here to effect the
river crossings a surrender ultimatum was hurled at
the Germans ensconced in the city. The ultimatum
was rejected, and the guns of the 761st, along with
artillery of the 71st Division, fired on the town,
just before daybreak, and after a barrage, the city
was taken by storm, with bitter fighting within its
area,

The barrage was devastaling, and a thing of
majestic beauty to watch. All had been quiet, and
the stars shone brightly, and there in the distance lay
Regensburg. Perfectly timed, and coordinated to
the last second, the barrage broke loose on the set
schedule, and the town was unmercifully shelled. It
was awesome. how the still quietness of the early
morning was suddenly shattered by the ear-splitting
noise of all calibers of heavy quns. hurling their
steel into the slumbering town. It seemed as if hell
had broken loose, and the enemy was unable to
stand the furious shelling which he received, even
though there was fanatical fighting between German
and American loot-troopers within the town itsell,
once the infantrymen had stormed across the river.

And Regensburg felll And later there came to the
Ratisbonic city the headquarters of General George
S. Patton, for the Third Army, and the fighting
clements continued their drive southward towards
the Austrian border.

The tankers fought through to Elthin, and then
moved along the major highway leading to the
strongly defended city of Straubing, which wes a
defensive area for a number of large German air-
fields in the wvicinity.

On April 28th the town of Straubing was attacked
and laken, after a heavy shelling, and the battalion
tanks moved through the battered cily, which was
later used as a battalion CP. Able Company crossed
the lsar River at Landau, over a pontoon bridge,
built by the engineers, heading for Austria.

Sarching fell, after stiff resistance, and then the
7B1st was nearer to the country of the Hapsburgs.

At Straubing Able Company tankers captured
two thousand enemy prisoners on April 28th. It had
crossed the Danube west of Regensburg, just before
the Regensburg assault crossing.

By this time the tankers had moved almost across
the whole of the Reich (see map). and had travelled
more than 350 miles through the enemy's own
counlry.

At Trockau it had relieved elements of the
Elevent Armored Division in the battle line: and at
Regensburg the 761st saw the tanks of the 13th
Armored Division standing by the Danube. But
there was still no relief for the men of the 761sl,
and their tanks were rolling inexorably across the
German soil, for a “destination unknown" officially,
but generally believed to be a meeting with the
Russians, whe were reported to be moving nearer
and nearer all the while, but were yet many miles
away.

The strain was beginning to tell on the Shermans
and the light tanks as well, for they had maintained
a swill pace all the way across the Reich, and it was
all that the service and maintenance men could da to
keep them operational, But by patching up, and
swilching parts here and there, the tanks were kept
rolling.

And the next goal was Austria!
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You will wait thece foc
the Russions

April 20 and 30th found the tankers shoving
ahead towards the swiltly-flowing waters of the
Inn River, which marked the Boundary Line be-
tween Germany and Austria.

And the troops of the Third Reich were drawing
back into what had been featured by starry-eyed
reporters as ~Hitler's National Redoubt”, where the
hard-pressed German Army of the South was ex-
pected to make its desperate last-ditch stand in
the mountainous fastnesses of the Tyrolean Alps,
amid the protection which this great natural fort-
ress provided.

This later turned out to be the imagination of
adjective-minded writers with more words than
information, as the enemy resistance slowly but
surely crumbled before the relentless driving of the
Allied spearhead.

In this area it was headed by the 7ist Infantry
Division, and since Bayreuth on April 16, the sole
armored spearhead of the 71st "Red Circle”™ Di-
vision had been the 76ist Tank Battalion, with
lankers tired, weary, grim, bul ever pressing
steadily forward, as they moved towards the
Austrian border and the red-starred Russians ad-
vancing from Vienna.

Down to Plarrkirchen they rolled, fighting and
capturing town after town, and village after village,
as the enemy withdrew. And Able Company tock
the spotlight, when it become the first 761st element
to reach the horder!

"We didn't know that we had only dight more days
of battling left, before the curtain was fo be rung
down on the War in Eurcope, and the Nazis would
call it “guits”, But we did know that everypday we
drew nearer and nearer (o Marshal Jvan S, Ko-
niev's Firsi Dkrainian Army, and s0 we kept
on slugging our way over inta Austria (the sixth
country in which we had fought), and deeper and
deeper into that first European nation romshed by the
MNozis in 1938,

And then came thaot order — our last order —, the
most historic one in our battle career!

“You will advance to the Enns River,
and you will wail there for the Russ-
igms "

And like on all previous occasions, we did it! And
then it was: "Mission completed!’

AUSTRIA

Early on the morning of May 2, 1945, the tank
platoons of Captain James T. Baker's Able Com-
pany rolled up to the waters of the Inn River, at
Ering. on the German side of the river. They halted
there and gazed across the greenish waters of the
river whose center divided Hitler's Third Reich
from the Hapsburgers' land of Austria. With them
were the doughboys of the Fifth Infantry Regiment
of the 71st Division.

The Inn is a turbulent stream, varying in width
from 50 to 150 yards, and nurtured by the ever-
emptying streams that flow down to it, laden with
the cold icy waters of the Tyrolean Alps. In the
distance across the river, they could see the red-
and-white Austrian national colors, hung out by
faithful townspeople, peasants, and farmers, so
these relentless Americans would know that here
lived not the hated Germans, but a nation of people
forced into servitude and war, when Hitler's goose-
stepping. hand-flinging legions marched over their
horder in 1938, and pressed the Nazi yolk upon
them, and took their men-folk off to unwanted war,
under the quidance and stimulation of hand-picked
“Quislings”. But the war went on!

Reaching Ering there was little respite from
battle. for Able Company approached the huge dam
spanning the river, and there encountered enemy
troops, emplaced in a house beside the approaches
lo the dam. These were flushed out.

Arriving at Ering around 0430 hours on May Znd,
with First Lieutenant Harold Kingsley, of Chicago,
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the

Linz 40 kms, Wels 10 kms. It's on

The sign says
Salzburg—Vienna highway, as M=-SgL Hill of Chicagao,
and crewmen, work on one of the M-ds de-commiston

il here. Wels was then under assault, six miles away

One of the hangars, and some of the planes knocked
oul I_II LIS I:'|| I!]'Il’l oilrs Of II:"-\.' :h.l.'\-i it |.|”_ H-.I.a'.l RiF-

ficld at Wels, Austria, on May 4, 1945
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Mlinois, and his First Platoon in the lead. Able
Company secured the dam, and then the infantry-
men of the 5th Regiment moved across into Austria
over a passage which was sale for wheeled vehicles
of lighter weight, but unsafe for the heavy tanks.
The tanks fired a number of rounds across the
river at enemy troops on the other side, before the
infanlry crossing was made.

First Lieutenant James R. Burgess, Jr., also of
Chicago, lllinois, and his Assault Gun Platoon, also
arrived at the dam on the same day, and indicative
of the tenor of the enemy feeling there, was the
appearance of German officers, who brought up
fully-armed enemy troops, and surrendered them.
They were turned over to the 71st’s Raiders. Lieut-
enant Burgess also took enemy prisoners from a
house next door to the CP which was set up there
at the river.

Five hours after Able Company arrived and
secured the dam at Ering, elements of the 13th
Armored Division reached the scene,

Unable to negotiate a crossing for the heavy
Shermans due to the questionable condition of the
bridge atop the dam, the 761st waited at Ering for
two days, and then moved up the river to Egel-
fing, and there on May 4th, at 0730 hours, the entire
battalion moved across into Austria, and another
new country for the First time, looked at brown
Americans manning these terrible battlewagons of
war, with eyes filled with wonderment, amazement,
and unbelief.

Charlie Company moved into Austria first, with
Able and Baker companies next, and the combat
echelons immediately surged forward into con-
certed offensive action, striking swiftly on the heels
of the crossing into Austria.

Striking the Salzburg—VYienna Highway, the
atlackers routed the enemy out of Kirchdorf and
Haag, and moved up to the large city of Wels,
where the enemy had considerable concentrations
of forces, as well as a major airfield.

The tanks of Charlie Company fired the town,
and the other letter companies joined the attack,
and Wels fell on May 4th,

Moving to the eastern edge of the town the air-
field, with many parked planes, Messerschmidts,
Focke-Wolfs, Junkers, and other types was hit.
Cerman airmen attempting to take off from the

field were shot down in their cockpits by machine
gunners from the tanks, who threw in a deadly hail
of accurate fire, HE shells blew the cupola-like
tops of the hangars to smithereens, and here young
Second Lieutenant Frank C. Cochrane, of Charlie
Company, coolly sighted the 50 calibre machine
gun on his tank, and blasted a Junkers Transport
plane out of the sky, as it sought to flee with a full
load of enemy troops.

Before the crossing at Ering, Able Company had
knocked out two machine gun nests guarding the
approaches to the dam, and opened the way for
the successful crossing.

Baker Company had struck at Braunau (birth-
place of Hitler), on the Inn, and at Reid and Wels,
in Austria, and had slain two hundred enemy,
wounded a hundred and filty, and taken 300 pris-
oners, thrusting through from the region around
Dauseldorf, to head towards Wels and Reid.

An uncounted large number of prisoners had
been taken at Wels by Charlie Company, in
addition to the devastating shooting-up of the air-
field there.

The attack then swung south, and headed in the
direction of Steyr, old Austrian city, located on
the Fnns River, al its junction with the Steyr River,
and Bad Hall and Lambach were added lo the list
of captured towns.

Able Company did the major portion of the
attacking at Lambach, and there Caplain Baker's
tankers bagged three thousand enemy prisoners
when the town surrendered after their vicious
shelling. Kremsmunster also fell to the battalion
guns, and the attack surged on, as the enemy was
in the midst of negotiations for a full-fledged sur-

render.
" L] L]

Southeast of Lambach, on the winding highway
to Steyr, Able tankers struck an enemy “hot-spot”,
and encountered the first stiff opposition in Austria,
but it was short-lived, for when the firing had
ceased, the enemy had lost: two Mark [V tanks,
twenly machine qun emplacements, four Panzer-
fausts, with 400 killed and 300 prisoners. This
action came in a wooded area, where the Germans
had concentrated to block the forward advance of
the tank elements.
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And then came that eventful order:
“You will advance to the Enns River, and you
will wait there for the Russians/”

i i w

Able Company was with the 5th Regiment; Baker
Company was still with the 14th Regiment, and
Charlie Company with the 66th Regiment. Dog
Company was doing guard duty with the Division
P,

And on the afternoon of May 5th, Licutenant
Teddy Weston, of Washington, D. C., commanding
the Second Platoon of Able Company, rolled into
Steyr, with his tanks. coming down from the north,
and went to the Enns River] — And then, seeing no
Russians in sight, the enterprising young lieutenant
rolled his platoon across the bridge and over into
the territory set aside for the Russians, later return-
ing to his position in the town of Steyr! It was
the end of the traill

The passage of Weston's platoon into Steyr on
May 5th, was one of those incidents reported later,
and did not come in time to correct previously
published reports that Second Lieutenant Frank C.
Cochrane’s Charlie platoon was the First element
" to reach the appointed rendevous with the Russians
of Marshal lvan 5. Koniev's First Ukrainian Army.
Cachrane's tanks arrived on May 6th, from another
direction.

Meanwhile, coming from still another direction
down the Steyr Flow, from the Alps bordering the
area, was Lieutenant Burgess’ Assault Gun Platoon,
which came over the Steyr River at the dam at
Mittereg, and there one of the big Shermans drop-
ped off into the waters of the river.

Without hesitation, the intrepid Chicagoan, whose
calm “Line up and follow me!” had become a by-
word command in the 761st, dived into the chilling
waters, fully-clothed, and hooked a steel cable from
another tank onto the submerged vehicle, and it
was pulled out to safety and further use. And on
that same day, May Gth, Licutenant Burgess and
his platoon of 105 howitzers laid eyes on the
Russians across the Fnns! His was the first 7613t
element to actually see the Russians, and it was the
end of the war, for up where Dog Company was
located with the 71st Division CP, Captain Fnglish
had furnished ten tanks from the Mosquito Fleet,
to act as “honor guards”, while German General
Lothar von Rondulic, Commanding General of the
German Army Group South, signed the surrender
papers ending the hostilities for the thousands of
enemy troops in Austrial And the “Cease Fire”
order was given!

n - (]

And the 761st Tank Battalion had completed its
mission!

And most co-incidentally, not many hours later,
as the tanks of the first Negro-composed armared
unit to ever enter battle in the American Armies
stood lined up beside a small bridge, near a former
Russian PW Camp, under the Germans, who should
roll by in his multiple-starred battlejeep, but the
Commanding General of the mighty Third U. S
Army, who had sent them into battle in France 183
days before, General George 5. Patton, Jr.! There
was a quiet satisfied look en great warrior's face,
as he went on his way.
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Chapter XX
Mission completed

Well, it had been a long trail from Fort Knox,
Kentucky, to Steyr, Austria, via Camp Claiborne,
Camp Hood, Camp Shanks. the Atlantic Ocean,
England, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, Holland, and
Cermany, but we had made it successfully. We had
travelled around ten thousand miles, with around
two-thousand miles in the 183 days of combat-
service which we had seen.

During the entire combat season we had ex-
pended a total of one million, one-hundred and
twenly-three thousand, eight hundred and ninety-
eight rounds of ammunition. OF these, 998,000
rounds, Lieulenant Jomes of Service Company,
broke down into 30-calibre machine gun bullets,
with 16,260 rounds of the heavier high explosive
and armor piercing 75, 76 and 105 mm shells, The
entire amount of ammunition fired totalled 393.137
tans, or 786,274 pounds of death, all drawn direct
from the ASPs (ammunition supply points) by
Service Company.

Well it ways all gyer now, and we capped the muzz-
les of the Tomm cannon (which i e had been the Jirst
American armared unit o ever fire in batile jrion
tanks in the ETOH, and our NS ot if zers, ond the mesn af
Licwl. Jimmy Lighifool"s 81 mm mortar platoon, and
our Recon Platoon parked their half-tracks, which had
been with ws in the thick of the fighting, all {he way
across thoese six European couniries where we had
Foeegfil, arned we counled up the score. Corporal Fred
L.Brown, of the Brony, NYC,, and Baker Compangy,
had ben the last man fo give kiz life on the field of
battle, falling on April i4th, while we battled towards
Bayrewth, and the last man to be wounded was Sergeartt
Ray Roberson, of Pawhuska, Oklahoma, from the
medics, whoealso lost the first man Lo die, on Novermhber
Sth, 1944, The battle had been costly in lives and
wonded, and also in tanks, for we losf owur tanks
because we were righti up there inthe front
Fightingall the trme! 183 long arduous days e
fouwght without any relief contineonsiy, and we
were goddamed tired! Didn't you know it, Mac? Well,
e could rest now, for the war was over for us-—ai
least in Europe, Then we began wondering what the
history writers twonld say abowd ws, Nop much, we
thought, forwe had #of seena War Correspondent since
Anderson of Etovusg HQS had left us lafte in
November 1944. But we were really prowd of our record,
for we had sweated real honest-to-poodness blood to
make that record! And now, our sole guestion Wwas;
"When do we go howme, wan?"

In our fifth and Fnal phase, we had come 465
miles across Germany and into Austria in 36 days,
performing yeeman service spearheading for the
71st Division, and assisting that division in compil-
ing a record which included an average daily
prisoner take ol 2813 prisoners., for a total of
106,926, between March 31st and May 6th,

It this catch was represented: one Tull German
Army Group; two full armies; eight corps; 69 di-
visions; and 713 regiments and assorted unils.
Twenty German general officers had been captured,
among them General von Rondulic, The prisoners
came from Yolksgrenadier divisions, several Panzer
divisions, 55 Montain divisions, two German para-
troop divisions, a large assortment of anti-aircraft
battalions, scarchlight batteries, and all varieties of
artillery, tank destroyer and anti-tank units.

During the drive, the 761st had shot up airfields
along the autobahns, and searchlights along these
autobahns as well. Airfields had been over-run at
Bayreuth, Bindlach, Munsteuer, and Ober-Traub-
ling, just out of Regensburg, all in Germany, and at
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Heroes all!

Thirteen officers of the 761st pose for the Signal Corps’ pholographer at Steyr, Austria, after having received
Bronze Star Medals from Major General Willard G. Wy man, Commanding General of the 7lst Infantry
Division, Reading from heft to right they are:

Front row: First Lieul. Harold Kingsley, Chicago, Ills.;; Second Lieutenant Joseph A. Tates, Balti-
more, Md.; First Lieut, Hareld B. Gary, Abilene, Kansas, Chief Warrant Officer James E. Willlams,
Detroit, Michigan; Second Lieut, Frank ©. Cochrane, Beacon, N Y.} and Second Lieut. Moses E. Dade,
Washington, D. C.

Back row: Licut-Col. Paul L. Bates, Boonton, N. J.; Major Russel]l C. Gelst, Jr., Upper Darby, Penna.
Captain Garland N. Adamson, Chicago, Illinois* Captain William L. ODea, Newark, New Jersey;
First Licutenant Thomas E, Bruce, Fort Scoll, Kansas; Captain Leonard F. Tavlor, Atlania, Ga.;
and Captain Charles A. Gates Kansas City, Ma
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Wels, in Austria. A German Headquarters airfield at
Gelnhausen, east of Frankfurt am Main, had been
taken, and fighting had taken place against Luft-
waffe personnel at the Bayreuth airfield and aeron-
autical school, and against air force soldiers on the
Salzbach-Bayreuth highway, who were protecting a
German underground plane factory.

Six battlefield commissions had been awarded
since the committment to battle on October 31,
1944, and shortly after the cessation of hostilities
the total rose to eight, when Sergeant Warren H. H.
Crecy, of Corpus Christi, Texas, and Tech,
4th Leonard Just Holland, of Detroit, Michigan,
became Second Lieutenants on May 16, and in
June, 1945, respectively.

During the 183 days of combat the 761st had
compiled the amazing amount of damages inflicted
upon the enemy as shown in the Chart of Damages
To The Enemy, printed on Page 128, and cited in
the press reports carried on Page 121, The story on
that accomplishment written by the author, was re-
produced far and wide, and served as one of the

reasons for the initiation of a recommendation for
the Distinguished Unit Citation, frequently referred
to as “The Presidential Citation”, which was bequn
by Major General E. 5. Hughes, lormer personal
aide to General Eisenhower, and later Special
Assistant to the Deputy Thealer Commander,
Lieutenant General Ben Lear, from Paris, France.
in July 1945, after the author of this book had
brought the record of the 761st to the attention of
General Hughes, a notorious friend of “the for-
gotten man” in the European Theater of Opera-
tions. As “"Come owt Fighting” wenl to press this
citation was on General Eisenhower's desk for final
action, in the month of October 1945, having been
sent there from the Headquarters of the Third U. S.
Army, with which it began and finished its military
operations.

Upon the cessation of hostilities the Battalion
was headed by the following Stalf and Company
officers:

Commanding: Lieut.-Col. Paul L. Bates, Boonton, New Jersey.

Executive: Position vacant.

Bn. Adj. (5-1): Second Lt. Clarence . Godbold, Yonkers, New York.
5-2 Officer: Caplain August W. Bremer, Port 5t Joe, Florida.

5-3 Officer: Major Russell C. Geist, Jr., Upper Darby, Penna.

5-3 (Air): Captain Leonard P. Taylor, Savannah, G, A.

5-4 Officer: Caplain Philip W. Latimer, Silesbee, Texas.

Bn. Surgeon: Captain Garland N. Adamson, Chicago, lllinois.

Asst. Surg.: Captain William H. Bruce. fr., Winston-Salem, N. C.

Bn. Motor O.: Caplain William L. (V'Dea, Newark, New Jersey.

COMPANY COMMANDERS:

Headquarters Company: Captain frvin McHenry, Leavenworth, Kansas,
Service Company: Captain Jvan H. Harrison, Detroit, Michigan.
Able Company: Captain James T. Baker, Indianapolis, Indiana.

Baker Company: First Lt. Samue! Brown, Charleston, §. C.

Charlie Company: Captain Charles A. Gates, Kansas City, Mo.

Dog Company: Captain Richard W. English, New Orleans, La.

COMPANY OFFICERS:
Headquarters:

First Lieutenant: James C. Lightfoot!, Washington, D. C.
First Lieutenant: John P. Hairston, Toledo, Ohio.

First Lieutenant: Edward E. Cannon, Brooklyn, New York.
First Lieutenant: Charles A. Guess, Topeka, Kansas.

Second Lieutenant: Joseph A. Tates, Baltimore, Md.
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Service:

First Lieutenant: Charles H. Barbour, Jr., Junction City, Kansas.
First Lieutenant: William H. Griffin, Marshallville, Georgia.
Second Lieutenant: Horace A. Jones, Detroit, Michigan.

Able:

First Lieutenant: Harold Kingsley, Chicago, Illinois.
Second Lirutenant: William Kitt, Milstead, Alabama.
Second Lieutenant: Theodore A. Weston, Washington, D. C.

Baker:

First Lieutenant: Harold B. Gary, Abilene, Kansas.
First Lieutenant: Joseph O. Kahoe, Jr., Washington, D. C.
First Lieutenant: Elyseo J. Taylor, Chicago, lllinois.

Charlie:

First Lieutenant: James R. Burgess, Jr., Chicago, lllinois.
First Lieutenant: Thomas E. Bruce, Fort Scott, Kansas.
Second Lieutenant: Frank C. Cochrane, Beacon, New York.
Second Lieutenant: Moses E. Dade, Washington, D. C.

Dog:

First Lieutenant: Lawrence R. Bagwell, Palestine, Texas.
First Lieutenant: Jay E. Johnson, New York City.
Fitst Lieutenant: Richard A. Williams, Jr., Philadelphia, Penna.

[

Chief Warrant Officer James E. Williams, Detroit, Michigan.
Warrant Officer (JG): Mark Henderson, Mount Yernon, New York.

Lieutenant Godbold held both posts as Adjutant
and Personnel Officer for the 761st, and had re-
ceived his commission as a Second Lieutenant from
Warrant Officer (JG), on April 17, 1945. The posi-
tion of Executive Officer had been vacant since the
capture of Major Edwin W. Reynolds, of Billings,
Montana, on April 19th, in Germany.

Shortly after “V-E” Day, Lieutenant Brown of
Baker Company was promoted to the rank of
Captain. Other changes took place in May and
June to alter the staff structure of the battalion.
Among these changes were: the appointment of
Major Russell C. Geist, Jr., as the Executive Olfficer,
with the 5-3 position being given to Captain David
1. Williams, Il, who had returned from his hospital-
ization after January 1945, until May 1945. Captain
Leonard P. Taylor became the Battalion Adjutant,

relieving Lieutenant Godbold of the strenuous
duties he had performed for several months.
Captain Charlie A. Gales was brought in from
Charlie Company to become the Battalion 5-3 for
Air and Communications, relieving Captain Taplor,
in July 1945, and First Lieutenant James R. Burgess,
Ir.. Assault Gun commander, and Battalion Special
Service and PX Officer, became the new commander
of Charlie Company on July 26. In June 1943
Captain Adamson, the Battalion Surgeaon, trans-
ferred out of the 761st, leaving the full burden of
that post upon Captain William H. Bruce, Jr., of
Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

On the road march from Austria inlo Germany
in June 1945, Chiel Warrant Officer James E. Will-
iams, of Delroit, Michigan, was injured in a jeep
crash, and was hospitalized, and left the battalion.
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In May First Licutenant Steven B. Mayo, of Brook-
Ilyn, New York, joined Charlie Company, and in
October, became the Battalion Special Service
Officer, with Lieut. Guess, of Headquarters Com-
pany, laking over as PX Officer.

From Awustria the battalion moved its CP to
Bissengen, Germany, and remained there in occu-
pational and control duties over five German towns
in the Donauworth area, from June 18, until July
30, when it moved out to Teisendorl, Bavaria, near
Salzburg, setting up the new CP on August 2, 1945.

The 761st had been notified in July 1945 that it
“had been placed in ‘Category Two', and would
be held in strategic reserve in the L. 5.7, and it
had then begun sweating out the wait for the re-
deployment to the States, scheduled then for the
moenth of September 1945. It was undergoing further
tank training in the tank training area near Chiem-
see, where the eccentric German king, Ludwig 11,
had built a fabulous castle in the huge lake. It was
assigned to the Sixth Armored Group: of the XX
Corps, which had taken control of the 71st Infantry
Division during the drive across Germany in April.

And it was thus that the historic surrender of
lapan on August 15, 1945, found the 761st Tank
Battalion. first armored unit in the American armies
to ever enter combalt with Negroes manning its
vehicles and weapons, and the first American tank

unit to ever fire the 76 mm cannon in battle, in the
ETO!

L] L L]

Then came the “ASR” system, of "Adjusted
Service Rating” scores, and the men with high
points were transferred out to other units bound for
the U. 5. A., and, for them, the end of their military
careers. They had earned their spurs; they had
carried their colors well, and they had created a
tradition from scratch, where there had bean none,
and the name of the 761st Tank Battalion had be-
come known throughout the military world, and on
the field of battle,

Other changes are but incidental to the history
of this great fighting unit. They were not part and
parcel of the thing that made the 761st a great
“fighting” wnit, for il was that! It was not a garri-
son outfit. It was a combal unit, in the slrictest sensz
of the word.

u

In September 1945, with eyes that glistened
suspiciously ol tears, four white officers took their
leave of the 761st, and wenl to the Tenth Armored
Division, for shipment to the U 5 and discharge.
They were: Major Russell C. Geist, Jr., Captains:
Augusi W. Bremer, Port St. Joe, Florida, the 5-2;
Philip W. Latimer, Silesbee, Texas. the 5-4, who
had worked side by side with his enlisted men, and
won their respect and admiration during the long
hard days of combat, and David . Williams, II, of
Pittsburgh, Penna., Yale-man, who had led Able
Company into combat and was the first to engage
the enemy on November B, 1944,

Captain Jvan H. Harrison, of Detroit, Michigan.
became the Executive Officer; First Lieutenant
Joseph Q. Kahoe, Jr., of Washington, D. C., in-
trepid platoon commander, and brilliant field leader,
became the S-4, and proved he was as capable
there as in the lead of his platoon of tanks on the
battlefield. Captain Willlam L. O'Dea, of Newark,
New lersey, the only other white officer lelt in
addition to Colonel Bates, became the S5-2, and
Captain Charles A. Gates, took over the $S-3 post,
handling it with his customary efficiency and capab-
ility.

Later, First Lieutenant James C. Lightfool, of
Washington, D. C., sofl-spoken commander of the
81 mm Mortar Platoon, who had done a wonder-
ful job during combat, in a most unostentatious
manner, became the Battalion Adjutant, relieving
Captain Taylor, who reverted to his old job of 5-3
for Air and Communications.

And then more than a hundred former members
and yet undischarged enlisted men of the 751st
re-enlisted for further service. as plans for the
retention of the 761st as a "REGULAR ARMY"
unit, were taken under consideration. And here we
take our leave of the “veteran 761st”, still on duly
as an Occupational Unit. having been put into
Category one in September 1945, and policing six
Bavarian towns in the heart of “Hitler's National
Redoubt”, as one of the five “"separate’” tank bat-
talions selected for a role in the Army of Occu-
pation, the other four being white battalions.
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The following officers had carried them into combat:

Lt-Col. Paul L. Bafes, 320 Forbush St., Boonton, N. J.

Major Edwin W. Reynolds, Box 26, Billings. Mont.

Major Charles M. Wingo, Jr.

Captain Garfand N. Adamson, 3734 South Parkway, Chicago, llls. }
Captain August W. Bremer, Port St., Joe, Florida. |
Captain Russell C. Geist, Jr., 36 Upper Road Manor, Upper Darby, Pa.
Captain fvan H. Harrison, 3300 Scovel Place, Detroit, Mich,

Captain Philip W, Latimer, Route 1, Box 185, Silesbee, Texas. |
Captain James R. Lawson, 4215 West Broadway, Louisville, Ky. |
Captain Irvin McHenry, 705 Filth Avenue, Leavenworth, Kans.

Captain William L. O'Dea, 19 Varsity Road, Newark, N. 1. : !
Captain David J. Williams, I, 45 Academy Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. '
First Lt. James T, Baker, 2612 Blvde Place, Indianapolis, Ind.

First Lt. Charles H. Barbour, Jr., 506 West 12th St.. Junction City, Kans.
First Lt. William H. Bruce, Jr., 919 E. 12Y/s Street, Winston-Salem, N. C.
First Lt. Samuel Brown, 2119 East Avenue, Austin, Texas.

First Lt. Richard W. English, 705 Vernon Street, New Orleans, La.

First Lt. Charles A. Gates, 2007 Easl Terrace, Kansas City, Mo.

First Lt. Joseph O. Kahoe, Jr., 405 N, Alfred Street, Alexandria, Va.

First Lt. John D. Long, 316 Woodland Street, Detroit, Mich.

First Lt. Nelson B. Nelson, Jr.

First Lt. Warren F. Taylor, 1343 N. Allison Streel, Philadelphia, Pa.

First Lt. Leonard P. Taylor, 102 Pounder Avenue, Savannah, Ga.

Second Lt. Lawrence R. Bagwell, 908 W. North St., Palestine, Texas.

Second Lt. Leroy A, Bell (Address unavailable).

Second Lt. William E. Blake, Ir., Atlantic City, New lersey,

Second Lt. Edward E. Cannon, 666 Herkimer Str., Brooklyn, N. Y.

Second Lt. Thomas E. Bruce, 405 Flake Street, San Antonio, Texas.

Second Lt Kenneth W. Coleman, 2007 Seventh Avenue, New York City.
Second Lt. Harold B. Gary, 910 North Vine Str., Abilene, Kans.

Second Lt. William H. Griffin, Box 144, Marshallville, Georgia. 1'
Second Lt. Charles A. Guess, 615 N. Gordon Str., Topeka, Kans.

Second Lt. Robert C. Hammond, Jr., 10814 Graulwood Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. H
Second Lt. John P. Hairston, 1056 Palwood Avenue, Toledo, Ohio.

Second Lt. fay E. Johnson, 321 West 118th Street, New York City.

Second Lt. Harold Kingsley, 1901 North 10th Str.. Austin, Texas.

Second Lt. James C. Lightfoot, 1320 Concord Avenue. NW, Washington, D. C. b
Second Lt. Richard A, Williams, Jr., 4230 Powellton Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa.
WOIG Clarence 1. Godbold, 21 Willow Place, Yonkers, New York.
WOIG Mark Henderson, 145 Fulton Avenue, South, Mount Vernon, New York.
WOIG James E. Williams, 3900 Brush Street, Detroit. Mich.
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It Wds these men who teamed up with the men in
the tanks and behind the quns. and brought the
761st through its adventuresome career.

. L L ]

Later officers joining after the first day, included
Lieutenant Colonel Hollis A. Hunt, Yuma, Arizona:
Major John F. George, Richmond, Virginia, and
First Lieutenant Maxwell Huffman. of MNewell
South Dakota

And so, the role of the Battalion goes down in
the records of history. The divisions with which

they fought had not too much to say about them,
but they were there, for 183 straight solid davs in
the line, with young baby-faced First Lieutenant
Harold B. Gary, of Abilene, Kansas, putting in more
time in the front line than any other officer

Other officers left the Battalion, and its work
went an. But its guns bark no more. The roar of
the twin motors of the M-4s is no longer heard,
and big machine guns are no loanger traversed al
an enemy hidden in fields, or behind the concreto
fortifications of the battlefields. But the 761st Tank
Battalion has been here, and it has lelt ils record.
It had "COME OUT FIGHTING"!

Crew shows how 1o dismount “Snell™!
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AN ODE FROM A FRIEND OF THE 761™

[EDITOR'S NOTE: "TAFFY™ was one of the Charlte Company fanks, and
wax commanded at Himes by Sergeants Teddy Windzor and Billy McBurney. )

“To Tally”

“OH! NOBLE TANKER WHO BORE MY NAME
HOW BRAVELY YOU DID FIGHT!

IN THE SAAR, THE ARDENNES, AT THE RHINE,
YOU PROVED YOUR ARMORED MIGHT!

YOUR GUNS HAD ROARED DESTRUCTION,
YOUR CREW HAD NAMED YOU WELLI
YOU'D STILL BE IN THERE HITTING,

BUT THE BRIDGE THAT HELD YOU FELL.

IT TORE YOUR TURRET FROM YOU,

IT CRACKED YOU LIKE A SHELL —
AND YET YOU LET YOUR MEN ESCAPE,
THE MEN YOU'VE HOUSED SO WELLI

MIGHTY TANK THAT IS NO MORE — OH
TANK THAT MY NAME BORE,

YOU'LL NOT BE KNOWN LIKE "IRONSIDES',
BUT | SHALL MOURN YOU MORE!"

"TAFFY"

SERGEAMNMT THEODORE W WINDSOR. 6518 WO ODLAND AVE CLEVELAND QHIO



SECTION TWO

AWARDS AND CITATIONS -
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Oue Sluer Stae Awards

The CITATION:

“Lioutenant Colonel HOLLIS A HUNT, 47622, Cavalry,
United States Army, for gallantry ln action i the vicinity of
- France, on § November 1844, During the gencral oifensive
operations of the 36th Infaniry Division snd attached Lroops
commencing 8 November 1044, easi of — France, provistonal
Task Force A, composed of the — Tank Destroyer Battallon, —
Tank Battalion, an infantry company and a platoon of ens
gineers was assigned ihe Important mission of spearhending
the attack from — to — France. Al the outsetl af the operations,
the commander of the — Tank Battallon was wounded and
evacuated, and Lieutenant Colone] HUNT was seni forward
o aziist the executive officer, acling us tank battallon coms=
mander during the eniry of the battallon during its Arst batle
mciion. Shotily after his arrival st the batialion, both Liewtle-
nant Colonel KOPCSAK, Task Foree A Commander, anc
Ldeutenant Colancl HUNT were wounded by enemy shell Are.
Upon Lhe evacuation of Lieutenant Colonel KOPCSAK, Lisdte=
nant Colonel HUNT, in disregard of his own personat welfare
and refusing 0 be evacualed, assumed command and directed
the furither operalions of the Task Force. Subsequently, the
acting battallon commander of the — Tank Batiallon was
evacunted, and Liculenant Caolone] HUNT ageimed ooimmmand
af the baitalion alsn. Tn hiz dual espacity and in the face of
st enemy opposition, he Sontihued the action then in pro-

© gress, effected the necessary reorganization of elements, and

brought the day's operations to a successful conciusion, Hig
herole action, his demonstration of outstanding leadership and
inklative wunder enemy fire, and his sirong devolion to duby
reflect the highest crodit Lieutenant Colonel HUNT and
the armed forces of the United States

FHOTOGRAPH OF LT COL HUNT UNAVAILARLE)

I Decembor 14
The CITATION: £

YSergeant WARREN G, H. CRECY, 18237, Infanury, United
States Army, for gallantry in action near — and — France, on
18 and 11 Movember 1844, During offensive operations near —
and — Sergesnt CRECY, s tank commander, lost his tank
wheni it wad knocked out by enemy antitank fre. He im-
mediately dismounted, ook command of another vehicle
which carrlied only a .30 caliber machine gun and wipped out
the enemy aniitank gun and erew. On the next day of the
offenslve when his tank was bogged down in the mud, he
fearlessly faced enemy antitank. artillery and mochine gun
fAre by dismaunting and atlempling 1o extricaie the vehicle
from the mud. In the course of his work, he saw the advanc-
Ing infaniry units erdssing open terrain under enemy machine
pun fire and unhesitatingly manned the tank’s antiaireraft gun
from an exposed position, newtralized the enemy machine
puns by direct fire, therehy atding the nfantiy in i3 advance.
Later in the day he agaln exposed himself by mointing his
tank turret and destroying enemy machine gun nests by direet
fire and alded In sllencing one encmy antiionk gun. His
brilliant dispiay of leadership, courage and initiative reflects
the highest credit upon Sergeant CRECY and the armed forees
of the United States.™

L

B Jdan 1945
The CITATION:

"DAVID J, WILLIAMS, 11, Captain, Infentry, Co. A, *** Tank
Hattalion, who distinguished himself by gallantey in action
o **F November 184 ot ***, France. In complete darkness he
crossed three hundred yards of open ground on foot, and
swam 8 canal, under heavy artlllery fre and enemy flares,
to Fesdnnoiter possible routes of approach for his tanks to take
'-Iﬁ firing positions for an attack on the following morning.
‘The resilis of this personal reconnaiz=anes enabled his com-
pany to successfully support the == Infantry in capluring its
objective. On *** November 194, sl *** France, three aof
Captaln WILLIAME® tanks were disabled by direet antitank
fre. Two Injured crew members were unable to reach shelter
from direet antitank and machine gun -fAire. In the face of
intense enemy fire, Captain WILLTAMS immediately led a
group of his men to the injured, and corricd thom to safety.
On *** December 184 at ***, France, Capiain WILLIAMS
company was assigned the mission af Aring on antitank and
machine gun positions. He was unable fo dircet Aee on the
enemy because of the exposcd character of the terrain, From
open ground, subjected o artillery and machine gun fire,
he observed and dirested the indirect fre of his tanks, and
succedded o silencing the enemy guns. He sustalned injuries
during thix mission*"”

(POSTHUMOUS AWARD)

2 Deeember 184
The CITATION:

YSEiafT Sergeant RUTBEN RIVERS, W3493, Infantry, Tniterd
Statea Army. for pgallantry in actlon near — FPrance, on 1
November 1594, During the daylight attack an — Staff Sergeant
RIVERS. a tank plaioon sergeant, was in the leadineg tank
when & road bleck was encounteresd which held up the advance.
With ulter disregard for his personal safety, 5taff Sergeant
RIVERS, rourageously dismounted from hiz Lank in the face
of direcied enemy small arms fire, sitached a' cable to the
raad hiock and had it moved o thre road, thus permilling the
rombat team 10 proceed, His prompt action prevenied a serious
delay in this offensive operalion and was Instrumenisl in the
sucerssful astault and capture of the tewn, Hig brilliant digplay
of Initlative, courage and devollon to duly reflects the highest
crodlt upon Staff Sergeant RIVERS and the armed forees of
ithe Uniled States.”

(PHOTOGRAPH OF SERGEANT RIVERS UNAVAILADLE)
*

& December 1344
The CITATION:

“Second Lirutenant KENMNETH W. COLEMAN 0317500, Infaniry
tATmd), United States Army for gallamtry in sction near §68
France, on § Movember 1844, Licuienanl COLEMAN. a tank
platoon |eader, was lecading his plateon In the attack on §E§
when his tank was disabled by enemy antitank fire therehy
haltifng the advance, He Immediately dismounted and courage-
oualy led his crew on foot under the heavy artillery and small
arms fire against & much lacger enemy force, driving them
from their itions, and thus enabling his platoon o proceed
on its mission. During the performance of this outstanding
feat, Licutenant COLEMAM was killed by enemy small arms
fire. His brilllant display of leadership, initlative and devotion
o duty exemplifies the highesi traditiens of the service and
refects the highest eredit upon Ldcutenant COLEMAN and
ithe armed forces of the Uniied States ™

(PFHOTOGRAPH UNAVAILABLE)

L

8 Drecember 104
The CITATION:

“First Seregant SAMUEL J. TURLEY., 170085, Infanicy
United States Army, foar gallanicy in action near §§§ France,
on 9 November 184, During the sttack in the vieinity of 5§
Fronce, on % November 184, the tank of which Pirst Sergeant
TURLEY was acting ns tank commander, was disabled by
enemy antltank fire. He immediately dismounted snd rapidly
organtzed 8 dismounted combat group from the members of
hizx own crew and the erews of two other tanks, Skillfully
led by First Sergeani TURLEY, this group foughi eounber-
attncking enemy troops to a standstill, making It possible for
the erew members of thres other tanks 1o escaps uninjured
from their disabled tanks. During ihe fire AEhi. First Sergeant
TURLEY waz kilied by enemy artillery fre. Hiz initiative, his
1n-lih'!ng courage and his strong devotion o duty refleci the
highest eredit uwpon First Scrgeant TURLEY and the armed
forces of the United States.

(PHOTOGHAPH UMNAVAILABLE)

4 4 April 1Ma
The CITATION

“Sergeant ERVIN LATIMORE, Armored, Company “B", Télst
Tank Battallon. For gallaniry in action. On the night of
13 March 1943 near ===, Germany. Sergeant LATIMORE, tank
commander of the leading tank of o task force, led the atiack
on an enemy column of trucks, towed guns, and horse drawn
artillery, completely destroving it.  Although wounded,
Sergeant LATIMORE refused to be evacuated. Upon reaching
thie putskiris of ***, Germany. his tank was fired wpon by
enemy anti-tank guns. Locating the hostile emplacements by
gun flashes, he overran the cnomy positions, Scrgoant LATIL-
MORE's i:‘1il.-|'.'|l'll reflecied the highest iraditions of the miitary
B Twloe, e
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AWARD OF SILVER STAR MEDAL

T May 1845
The CITATION: ¥

"GEORGE C. BLAKE, Private First Class, Infantry, Company
0t Tilat Tank Battelion, for gallanicy in actlog against the
enomy on 8 Movemiber 1844, in the wicinity aof BMorvllle Les Vie,
Framee. Private First Classa BLAKE, secing many of his com-
rodes woutided by artillery and small arms fire, dismounied
from his Yi-ton truck, snd under intense aribllery and mortar
fire carried the wounded (o his truck mmd evatuated them to
A medical pid station, Private First Class BLAKE returned and
remained in the field during the night o administer first aid
and cvacusle the wounded, Private First Class BLAKE's
couragecus actlon and devatlon to duty exemplifies the highost
traditlon of the Anmced Foorces ===

&

The CITATION: B uly 15

“CHARLES A, GATES, Captaln, Infaniry (Armoced),

=C*, TElst Tank Batiaiion, APO 403, U.5. Army, H?r Eﬂmﬂﬂ?’;
In sctlon sgainst the enemy on B January 1045, in the vicinity
aof Tillet, Belgivm. while the %8st Tank Battalion was in
supportt of the ITth Infantry Divislon durlng the Ardennes
Campalgn, Captain GATES, In command of o small foree of
ien tanks with supporiing infaniry sfier o persona)l forward
reconnairsance, launched an altack against an arganizen
eremy  defensive position which was  supperied by self-

Sergeant Ervin Latimorae,
115 Easl 12-Y: Sfreel,
Winton=Salcm, Morth Carolina,

Second Liewtenant Warren G. H Crecy, of ©9
Christi, Texas, winner of the Silver Star Medal (it
thould have been the CMH), apd holder of the TEP°°
tation of belng “The baddest man in the 7618t Has
a san, Lawrence, whom he has never scen. Wa
field commissianed In 1843, Slew more Germans than
any other single mon in the battallon, Lives ot
Chipito Street, Corpus Christl,

B G- Captain GATES gallantly led snd
.E'Irl.l'l‘l:l-r!'lle'u:l. anti-tan o ol, koeping his [oree going farward

reeled the attack LHen. indlicting heavy losscs on the encmy
agalnst heavy I:ISI'III'J'"'-";'“F gwii satety wntil the ohjectlve was
angd disteganding LLEE af Hitter fighting, up o long, gradually
reached after five T"'“;,t, phjective was reached only two of the
:’111:1.“ slope. When 1-':'. infaniry remained of the original farce.
;II'I.H_". nand a re:r!'u_.'flrl'li LiAtive. leadership ability, and Hdell:l;?"
ot L}&Inn'r:e;n'?-r:!'rﬁdnmup"" himseld and the Armed Forces.*
"

13 Oolobher 104%
rhe CITATION:

{ AR G00=45, 22 September 1843, as am
1- Under the Pl'm"""”"ﬂ: awarded 1o :

L i1 5 - Biaf

ded, the Sllve ; pAUL L. BATES, 080430, INF (ARMD).

Lisutenant Calentt o oaijantry in action against the enemy
Tt Tank Battallon, LINGENMUNSTER, Germany. Licutcnant
omn 25 March 185 a1 KH'. poe cormmander, advanced on faol 1o
Colonel BATES, Tas paitalion. halted after breaking through
Pevaonally d.ll_:m'.:l hl"ﬂ pezplie his physical exhoustion, lnlense
the SIEGFRIES LIN anti-tank fire, which twice had knocked
cnemy artillery and @ undauntedly led hia battallon from an
him to the l:lrEIL'II“L chievement of its objcttive. His bravery,
exposed position 10 85 grlwart leadership inspired his men

unflinching courage ymself and the Army. Entered Milllary
ind reflect eredit upan i v

Service from New J¢ vECY:

Corporal George C. Blake,
863 Proprietor Road,
Washingion, Ohio,

pLls

< battle-

a1k
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Ist Lt. Bruce
(See Page 110)

2nd Lt, Cochrane
(Sce Page 108)

Isi Lt. Kingsley
(See Page 111)

nd Lt. Dade
(See Page 1109
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Corporal Dwight Simp-
son, B13 Ninth Street, Rock
Island, Illinois.

Sgt. Freddy C. Reedy,
Cleveland.

Sergeant Moses Ballard,
4452 Douglas Street, NE.,
Washington, D €.

Sergeant Emerv G. Tho-
mas, 268 ¥ Els Street,
Youngstown, Ohio,

Corporal George Goins,
2418 North 25th Street,
Philadelphia, Pa.

=

Sergeant O1lis Johnson,
| 31718 Columnet Avenue, Chic-
ago, Illinois,

=
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Sergeant Louls M. Daniel,
2217 MeComb  Street, Detroil,
Michigan.

ZSergeant Ivery Fox, Roule
4, Box I18E-B, Spencer,
North Carolina.

“ll.
Techniclan 4th Grade Craw-
ford O, Pegram, Route 2,
Box 82, Natchitochoes,
Louisiana,
Privale First Class Leonard
Smiftih, 105.20 144th Sireet,
Jamalea, L. I., New York.
L.

Sergeant Daniel Cardell,
1870 Scventh Avenue,
Wew York Cily,

Private Christopher P
Navarre, 3235 Reba Drive,

Houston, Texas.
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Sergeant Isiah Parks, 1047
Brown Street, Charlotte,
North Carolina.

Corp. Buddie V. Branch,
305, South Kilmer St., Davion,
Ohio

Stall  Sergeant Buck A
Smith, 45th & Denison,
Muskeogee, Oklahoma.

#
=

..1

o

& o
Ho

i

L]
A S

[
-

Slall Serg. Johnnie Ste-
vens, Jr., 212 Baker Sireel,
MNW., Atlanta, Georgia.

Sergeant James Hawkinsg,
408 South Calumel Street,
Fokoma, Indiana,

Sergeant John E Jenni-
son, B E@st 33rd  Street,
Chicaga, 1lls.
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Master Sergeant Ernesyg I
Hill, 8448 Yernon Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois,

Technical Sergeant Archie
C. Young 630 Wesi Main
Street, Everett, Penna.

Sergeant Ray Roberson,
Pawhuska, Oklahoma.

MERITORIOWUS
ACHIEVEMENT
AGAINST
THE
ENEMY

Technical Sergeant William Sergeant Paul H. Murph v,
H. Newkirk, 614 East Cross 6307 Musgrave Strect, Phila-
Street,  Ypsilanti, Michigan. y delphia, Pa.

Corp. Richard Yewell.

Techniciaon 4th Grade CThar-

Sergeant Simon Brookes, les P, Aashby, 38 Walcolt
568 Waoarren Sirecl, Brooklyn, Avenue, Long Island,
MNew York New York.
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Oue Beonze Stae Awards

AWARD OF BRONZE STAR MEDAL

THE CITATION:

"Malor EDWIN W REYNOLDS, Lk Infaniry, United States
Army, for heroie achievement in connection with military
operations against an armed ericiny of the United States gt B85
France, on 11 November 194, During the joint tank-infantry
attack on §H France, heavy enemy artiliery fire disrupted
communication lines between the two elemenis. Vital infor-
mation on the immediste sifuation was necded by ane tank
umit to give sirong B rt o oiir advancing infantry, With
utter disregard for his personal safety, bMajor REYNOLDS,
Executive Cfficer in charge of coordinating tank company
operations, procesded onm  foot through the heavy enemy
arilllery fire to inform the tank tompany commander of the
Eltuatiorn. His courageous action materislly aszsisted in the
successful assault on the town. His strong devotlon o duty,
his courage and initiative reflect the highest credit upon Major
REYNOLDS and ithe armed forees of the United Statea.

(PHOTOGRAPH OF MAJ REYNOLDS UNVAILA BLEj)

I December 150
The CITATION:

“Captain GARLAND M. ADAMSOMN, 0G0, Medical Corps.
United States Army, for horoic achiovement in connection witkh
military operations against an semed enemy of the United
Stntes, al §§§ Fronce, on [| November 194, On 11 November fLIT
the Bivoudse area of the 88§ Tank Battalion. in the wicinity of
il France, was subjected to heavy enemy artillery fire, During
the shelling one member of a lank crow was seripusly wolunded
and could pot be safely removed to the ald stathon. Caplain
ADAMSON, In total disregard of His own perdonal safely and
under the enemy's artillery fAre, proceeded on fool from his
aid station o the wounded man anid gave cmergeney Arst ald
cooly and efficiently. Mis prompl, courageous actlom gaved
the man's life, His strong devotion to duf¥, his courage and
solicitude for sur wounded refiect the highest credit upon
Captain ADAMSON and the srmed forces of the United
Staten **
(See STEYH, Austria Photo-Officers)

I Decrmber 1544
The CITATION:

“Technican Fourth Grade JAMES T ROLLINS, IM7IEE, In-
fantry, United States Army, for herole schievement in con-
nection with military operations against an armed enemy neat
i France. on 11 November 1884, When the battallen blvouac
area was heavily shelled by ememy artillery and & comrade
seriously wounded by ahell fragmenils, Techniclan Fourth
Grade ROLLINS, a tank driver, touitragdeously ran to the ide
of his wounded comrade under intense artiilery flre and helped
carcy the wounded man o a shelter where st aid was md-
ministered, His feariess action was instrumental in saving the
life of his wounded comrade as the shetl fragment had «ut
& vital artery and immediate trestment was required to
prevent his death from loss of blood. His display of COumEe,
Initlative and solicitude for his wounded cormrades rellecis
the highest eredit upon Techniclan Fourth Grade ROLLINS
and the armed forces of the United Siates

P December 1044
The CITATION:

“Private First Ciass FREDDIE C. REEDY, 3izcased, Infaniry,
United States Army, for heraje achievement in eonnectbon witly
military operations against an arrmed EnNCmy near §§§ France,
on 3 November 14, Private Firgt Cless REEDY, o tank driver
while driving his tank noar i saw poane seriously wousded
infantry soldiers 1¥ing in the opon tervain. Utterly disregur RTTT
hiz personal safety, he dismounted his tank, moved across the
open lérrain under heavy enemy artillery and small arms Ore,
evaciated the wounded men 1o the shelter of & disabled tank
ond administercd firet aid to them, His COUrageous pelion and
initiative was inRlrumental 1o Eving the lives of threes af the
wounded. His display of courage, initiative and solicitude for
his pomrades reflecis the highest credit upon Private First
Clags REEDY and the srmed forces of the Umnited States.™

2 December 1844
The CITATION:

“Private First Class AUSTIN C. JACKSON, 12155248, Infaniry,
United Biates Army, for herole achievement in cannertion
with military operations against an srmed Enemy near Gk
France, on 11 November 194, When the battalion blivousc arce
was heavily shelled by enemy  arillery and o comrads
sertously wounded by shell fragments, Privale First Class
JACUKSODN, 8 cannoneer, coursgeousiy ran to the side aof his
wounded comrade under the intense artillery fice and helped
carey the wounded man to o shelter where Brst aid was ades
minkstered. His fearless action was ingtrumental o saving the
life of his wounded comrade as the shell fragment had cul
& wvital artery and Immediate treatment was regulred to
prevent his death from loss of blood. His display of COUIT &,
Initiative and solleitude for his wounded eomrades reflects the
highest credit upon Privale First Class JACKSOM and the
armed forces of the United States

T Decernbeer 1944
The CITATION:

3T Sergeant FRANKE © COCHRANE, IETET, Infanicy,
United Stales Army, for heroic achievment in connection with
muitary operations against an armed enemy of the TTrited
Hiates near §E France, on 9 Movember 1M4. In the ofensive
etlon againgt the enemy near £ France, on § November 1544,
Safl Sergeant COCHRANE, tank commander, Company ©,
i§§ Tank Battallon, having exhousted sl his ammunibion was
on his way to rear lines to obtain additional supplies when
he saw Iwo critically wounded mesn. With botal disregard for
heavy enemy fire, he dismounted from his tank administersd
rapld, efficient Arsl ald 6s best he could, and, siill undér fire,
placed Corporal ERNEST CHATMON on the rear aof his Lank,
and Technician Fifth Grade GEORGE COLLIER Inside the
vehlele, He then successfully evacuated them behind the gut-
post lne where furiher treatment by aid men was avallable
His courageous action bevond the eall of duty, his Initiative
and solicitude for wounded eomrades peflect ithe highest credit
lipon Stafl Sergeant COCHARANE and the armed forces of the
United States.*
W

T December 1944
The CITATION:

“Sergeant MOSES BALLARD, G148, Infaniry, United States
Army, for herole schievement in conneotion with military
operaticns against an armed enemy belween G and  B58
France, on 25 November 1844 Sergeant BALLARD, o Company C
tank commander, while Cngaging in an attack upon rRACMY
positiona in the vieinity of $8§ Franee, was procecding forward
in the face of Intense enemy mortar and antitank fAre when
his tank was knocked out and several members of his crew
wounded. S5t under pevere enemy fire and wilth witter dis-
regard for his own safety, although slightly wounded, he dis-
mounted from his vehicle, evacuated his wounded comrades
from within and administered first nid ireatment to them. He
courngeausly continued to do go until the arrival of maedical
ald men. His display of courage, lnitiative and solicltude for
his  eomrades reflect the highest  eredit Wpon  Scrgeant
BALLARD 45 a soldier and the srmed forces of iheE Ualied
Slates. .

T Dagwinkber 1964
The CITATION:

USergeant JAMES E, STEWART, 35128500, Infaniry, United
States Army, for heroie achiovoment In esnnection  with
milltary operations between B8 and §§§ France, gn 25 November
M4, Bergeant STEWART was commander of a Company
tank during an attack on §§§ Franee, when heavy enemy fire
fromn the front and PAank disabled his tank, injuring =everal
of the occupants. Seregant STEWART, with witer disregard
for his own personal safety, dismounied fromn his lank and,
under the intense fire of the snemy, removed tho men from
the tank and administered frst aid o Lhem. He remalned in
thiz exposed position until medical aid men arrived on the
scene. This herole action by Sergeant STEWART was in.
slrumental in =aving the lives of his wounded comrades, His
diaplay of ecourage amd jnitiative refecls the nighest credit
upon Sergeant STEWART and the armed forees of Ehe Urviteed
Stintes

(FHOTO UNAVAILABLE)

109 -
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B Jan 15
The CITATION®

C“RUSSELL O, GEIST, Jr., Captain, Infaniry, *=* Tank Baitalion,
Iof herale achlevement in connestion with military operations
agaiit an armed onemy, between *** and *¥* France, omn
==& Movember 1H4. While in command of 8 medium tank
platean, a 10S-mm howitzer assaull gun platoon, and mortar
plateon of this battallon, Caplain GEIST had the mission of
supportiing the *** Infantry, In capturing the lowng of =
and *****  France, which was successfully accomplished. Strong
enemy resistance was encountered by the forces al *** France,
resulling ln heavy losses of personnel and vehicles. At length,
Captaln GEIST, with utter disregard for his personal safety,
and under direct artillery and moriar fAre, recncoltered on
foot, and located positions for an assaull gun and a tank, which
cnabled them o fire on the enemy fAank, Captain GEIST'S
leadership, courage and coolneds under fire was an inspiratlan
1o all, and In keeping with the highest traditions of the military
forced of the United Stntieg oo=

i April IM45
The CITATION:

“First Liesutenant HARDLD B, GARY, Cavalry, Company
“He, TElst Tank HBaltalian, For heroie achievement in aclion.
On the night of 21 March 185, near ****, Qermany, Lieulenant
GARY, In command of the point of a sk force, was fred
on by two enemy antl-tank weapons. Due o the darkness, the
exact locatlon of the cnemy weapons could not be determined.
Li=utenant GARY, without hesitation, maneuvered his force
and his own tank into a position from which effective fire
was directed upon ihe hostile positions. Licuilenant GARY'S
courage and inttiative, which permitted the remainder of the
task foree to accomplish It2 mission, reflected the highest
traditions of the military seryviee, e

*
M April 1M3
The CITATION:
“TAMES HAWKINS, Scrgeant, Arnmored, Company B, Téist
Tank Battalion, APO 855, U 5. Army, for heroie achievement
in action agalnst the encmy on the nlght of 23 and 24 March
1M5, beiween Birkenhardi: and Klingenmunster, Germany. As
tank commander, Sergeant HAWRKINSG successiully accomp=
lished his mission of supporting the lead tank of a night lask
foree. His gquick thinking snd desire to destroy the enemy
materially alded In the complete destruction of an enony
column, His intelligent and eMective support of ithe lead tank,
phile i charged and over-ran an anti-tank gun at Klingen-
munsier was nstrumental in reducing the positien and led o
ithe caplure of the lowmn, ==
-
& April 1945%

The CITATIORN:

“Sprgeant LOUIS M. DANIEL, Armored, Headguarters Com-
pany, Tolst Tank Battalion. For herole achievement in action.
On 23 Mnarch 195, during an attack on ®**** CGermany, an
cnemy antitank gun was encountered, SBergeant DANTEL, tank
rommander, dizmounted from his téank, and Dbraving enemy
artitlery, mortar, anti-tank and small arms fire, went forward
alone and located the enemy cmplaicement. Returning o his
tank he approached to within ¢ yards of the emplagement
and desiroyed the hostile anti-tank gun with well directed
fire. His actions reflecied the highest traditions of the milltary

peTvice, Residenca: Detroit, Michigan,"*

*
4 April 1M5

The CITATION:

sgercond Lisutrnant MOSES E. DADE, Infaniry, Campany ",
T61st Tank Battallon. For leroie achievement in sctlon. During
the perlod 13 o 21 March 1843, during our advance from ===,
France, o ***, Germany, Lieutenant DADE displayved ouwi=
standing leadership and inltlstive under enemy fire. Constanily
expossd o enemy artillery, mortar god small arms fire while
leading his plateon ln support of aMacking elements of the
11th Infaniry, he succecded in neuiralizing 13 plllboxes, de-
siroying an armunition demp, capturing one anti-tank gun
intact, and killing many of the nemy. Lisutenant DADE'S
devotlon to duty reflected the highest traditions of the militacy
BEry|EE, =eei
®
1 April 1#15

The CTTATION:

“Soergeant DANIEL CARDELL, Armored, Company O, T6lat
Tank Battallon. For herale achievement In action. During the
period 18 10 21 March 198, from "eeer, Franes, 0 #2868 Qermany,
Bergeant CARDELL, tank commander, displayed sulstanding
initlative and devolion to duly in closely supporting atlacking
elements of the A11th Infantry. On numerous socasions as his
t'lﬂlll wpe reqturning for o resupply of ammunltion, e evacoated
casualties in the face of heavy enemy moriar and artillery fire,
Bear *49F Qermany, Sergeant CARDELL assistod in elearing
n road blocked by several pilllboxes and destoying many enemy
automatle weapons Sergeant CARDELLs actllons reflected the
highest tradition: of the millitary sepvice, ==

1 April 1M
The CITATION

~Techniclan Fourth Grade IVERY FOX, Armored, Company
A TEls Tank Battaslion. For herole achiovement in action
On 23 March 1#5 noar ***, Germany, Techniclan FOX was
driving the third tank In an afmofed @dlumn when his tank
was Siruck three limes by enomy anti-tank fire. foreing the
erewy o take cover in the woods on the side of the road.
Observing that the itwo lead tanks were unable to move
forward over unfavorable tercain and were blocked from the
FEaF bY Lthe demaged tank, Techniclan POX mounted his tank
and, although the enemy diverted ibeir fire (0 his vehicle,
he aiempied to move the tank until it was again struck by
anemy fire. His actions reflected the highest traditlons of the

military servige, ==
"

4 April 1845
The CITATION:

“Flrat Sergeant WILLTAM K. BURROUGHS. Armored, Com-
pany “C' T6lst Tank Batialion. For herole achievement in
aotinn. During the period 15 March to 2@ March 19345 in
our advanece from =+ France, o ==*2, Cermoany, Sergeant
BURROUGHS, tank gunner, displayed outsinnding devotion
to duly and courage in closely supporiing attacking elements
of the 411th Infantry, During this peried Sergeant BURROUGHS
azsisted In destroying or neuirnlizing 23 plliboxes, covered the
evacuation of & ocrew from a disabled tank, and eyvacualed
numerous casualties, In the face of enemy artillery. mortar
and Emall arms fre, he covered enginesr operations and
redueed snemy automatie weapon and sniper Are. Sergcant
BURROUGHS actlons reflected the highest traditions of the
military service. ===

(PICTURE UNAVAILARLE)

L
1 April 185

The CITATION:

“First Licutenant THOMAS E. BRUCE, Infantry. Company “C",
Teist Tank Battilion. For héroic achisvement in action. During
the period I35 to 22 BMarch 183, in our advance from ***, France,
tp **s Germany, Licutenant BRUCE, platoon leader, displayed
oulsianding leadership and Inftiative in closely supporting
attacking elements of the 409ih Infaniry and the 411 ih In-
fantry. Om 15 March 1843, he personally led his plateon through
o minefleld to give direct supporting fire and neutrabize sl
enemy automatic weapons In the wviclnity of ***, France, He
frequently recopnoitered roules and firing positions for his
tanks while under direct enemy artilliery, mortar and small
armsa fire, Lisotenant BREUCE'Ss actions reflocied the highest
traditions of the military seryles, =

4 Apr 1¥3
The CITATION:

“Private First CRAWFORD 0. PEGEAM, Armored, Com-
pany, “1¥, 76181 Tank Battalion. For hesoism in action. ©On
24 March ]85, near ***, Qermany, Private PEGHAM's tank and
three one-uEirier on Frucks on reconnalssance weee fired
an by the enemy. The vilnerable trucks withdrew and Private
PEGRAM moved his tank behind 8 owall, opened fAre, killed
the crews of two hostile machine guns and pinned down Leo
bazooka trams and ane antitank crew, permitting nearby
infanirymen 0 capiure the pinned down enemy. Moving
forward, hiz lank was Ared upan by an antitank fun. Private
PECHRAM dismounted and logated the hidden weapon but was
cut o from his tank by small arms Ore. Crawling to higher
rrolnd, he met a group of soldiers with a mortar, and guickly
setting the mortar in position, he Ared five rounds inio
the emplacement, foreing the eaemy (o abandon the gun.
His actions reflected the highest traditions of the military

sorvice, ="
™

T December 1844
The CITATION:

Bergeant EMERY G THOMAS. 358188, Infaniry., United
Slates J'hl".ﬂ'i:.i. for herole achlevement ln éonnection with
ﬂ'lhl‘lll']' aperations ageingl an mrmed enemy near §EE Franoe,
on B November 1044 When a plateon leander's tank was
destroyed by enemy antitank fire during the daylight attack
on 4 France, Scorgeant THOMAS, o Company C tank com-
mander, opened Afe and continued AGring uobtil his Lank was
alzo dizabled, When he and his erew dismounted from theic
!ﬂﬂh’. Rergeant THOMAS saw three wounded comeaides from
the other tank l¥ing on the open terrain. Utterly disregarding
his personal safeiy, he courageousiy led a few men to the
wounded men wnder hEpwy cnemy mortie and machines gun
fAre, drogged the wounded men o oo aheltered polnt and
administered first aid to them. This done, he personaelly carried
one of the men who reguired immediate treatment inilo §5§
ter the ald station, then returned and evacasted the other
wounded, His display of courage, initiative and salicitude for
fiiz wounded comrades refect the highest credit o Sargeant
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} 4 April 1845

“Private First Class LEONARD SMITH, Armored, Cinnpany
¥, Wi Tank Battalion. For herole achievement in action,
During the period 15 to 23 March 193, In dur advance from -
France, to ***, Germany, Private SMITH, tank gunner, dia.
played outstanding devotion o duly In clossly suppsriing
attacking elements of the Hilh Infantry. On one oocawion
Private SMITH successfully assisted in the evacuation of &
erew from & disabled Lank, in the face of ehemy  artillery,
morilar and wmisall srme fire. He materislly sssisted in deniroys
ing B pillboxes, and effectively reduced enemy  automalle
Wweapan and snlper fire. Privale SMITH'S actlons reflecied Lhe
highest traditions of the military service, =

4 Apr ImM3
The CITATION:

"First Lirulensnt HAROLD KINGELEY, Infaniry, COMmpany
AT, ist Tank Rasttalion. For herolc schisvement in scison
On 30 March 183, near ***, Germany, LIoulenant KINGELEY s
tank platoon was ped by andi-tank, mortar and sniper Are,
LAvutenant KINGSLEY dismounted from his tank snd roeos.
noitered for possible a oaches o the concrete plilboxes
which had well prepa defenses against advaneing tanks
and infantry, Directing fire from his platosn, he neutralized
ten plliboxes and then moving his lanks o an exposed poaition,
diverted hostile anti-tank fire from the other tanks in his
Platoon. His sctisns refected the highest traditions &l 1he
military service =ss-

4 April 198
The CITATION:

"Private CHRISTOPHER P. NAVARRE, Armored, Company
“C, 7613t aTnk Baltallon. For herole achievement in aetion.
During the pericd 15 to 23 March 183, In our advance from L
France, to ****, Germany, Private NAVARRE, tank gunmer,
dizplayed oulstanding devotion ba duty In closely supporting
attacking elements of the 41ith Infantry. Although wounded
in the hand and leg carly in the atlsck., he refuted o be
evacuated. Continuing the attack, he asdsted in ing or
neutraliting B billboxes and evascuated casualties in the face
of enemy artillery, mortar and smsll fifms fire. Privale
NAVARRE materially sssisied im (he clearing of aulomatic
weapon shd sniper positions and cffectively coversd L T T
operations, Privele NAVARRE'S actions reflected the highest
traditions of the mililary servige, ssses

4 April 1M3
".I'.h-r CITATION:

“Technician Fourth Grade ISIAH PARKS, Armored, Coms
pany “C*=, Mist Tank Baltalion. For heroic achievemen! in
sction. During the period 18 o 31 Mareh 185, in our advanee
from ***, France. to o= Germany, Techniclan PARKS, 1ank
commander, displayed oulstanding Initistive snd dievation Lo
duty in closely supporting attacking elements of the #11th
Infantry, On numerous occasions as his tank Wirs Teturning
for a resupply of ammunition, he ecacunted casuallles in the
face of heavy enemy mortar and artiliery Are. Near **** ors
many. when a road biock halted the advance, Technlelan
FPARKS amsiated in neutralizing several plllboxes and destroy-
ing many of lhe encmy, therehy clearing the moad block.
His l::!“lﬂ:l refiectsd the higheat traditions of the military
“ﬂl 4 aHE

B Jan 1e1s
The CITATION:

HJOSEPH A TATES. 1%, Sergeant, Hg Co, — Tank
Battalion, for herole achlevement in connectlon wilh
military operations against an armed snomy between — =
and == France, on __ November 100 During an sitack, Ser-
Erant TATESR. while under intense enemy Are, distinguished
himself by exhibiting cutstanding eourage and leadership, by
plering continuosus fire Upon eremny installations 1o cover the
mavements of six tank crews which were Injured; By radic.
ing all necewary information regarding the operation Lo higher
headquariers;] by alding in ovacualing ltter cases under heavy
moriar and snlper fire; and thos Laking command of three
g-mm guns, untl] ins!ly relieyved, Bergeant TATES' insplrats
lonal courage, his loyal devolion to duly, and soticilude for his
wounded comrades, exemplify the hilghest traditions af the
mlliitery forees of the United Slates. j9493*

¥ December 194
The CITATION:

“Corporal DWIGHT SIMPSON, 36108, Infantry, United Siates
Army. for hﬂ;ﬁ achievement in mn;ﬂm u-lh}?'dmuu-w
Gperations 1 an armed enemy of the U States
near Fﬂﬂ‘mf. & § November 184, In the attack operations
by Company €, Tank Battalion, and other of our units
against the town of __ France, on # November 1944, heavy
enemy artillery, antitank, machine gun and sniper fire mot
ur forecs. Tank orews of several disabled thnks were hastlly
organized into a defensive combat group to CNEAED ehEm)y
Infantrymen and to permit other tank erows o escape thelr
burning vehicles = Corporal SIMPSON, tank gunner of Com-
peny¥ O, was activiely participating in this combat L
When he saw a comrade severely wounded by a shell burst,
With total disregard of personal salely and under cnemy fire,
ke removed the wounded man to cover, administersd Arst sid
&3 best he could, and remained with the catuslty 1l dark
Urder cover of darkneis, he evacuaied his wounded comrade
three hundred Yards to 5 rear position for furiber trestment
bY aid men, 1S initistive, his coursgeous canduct, and his
devolion to & wounded comrade refleot the highest eredit
;mm Corporal SIMPEON and the armed forces of the United
l-luil -

W
B Jam 1948
The CITATION:
“OTIS JOMNSON, 31373, Corporal, Company A, Tank

Batislion, for herole schievement bn conneclion with mililary
optrations againit an armed encmy near . France, on
November 134, While Corporal JOHMNSON sdvanced lowards
the enemy in his lank, he encountered Intense machine gun
fire. However, he continued forward and fred Upon O eaftie
cuflage net, therehy ex encmy antitank guns in position,
that were immedistely put out of camgmlaslon by two olher
tanks menl out 1o neulralize the pocket of realstance. The next
day. In the vicinily of __, France, Corporal JOHNSON's tank,
o ed  into » Couragecusly destoyed an enemy self-
rranﬂ.lrd‘ antitank wvehicle, thus permilting infantry rein-
Gfcemenls lo procesd (nto position to repel counter-atiscks,
The valor and determinslion displayed by Corparal JOHNSON
in the above actlons merils praise, and serves as an Inspirat-
ian to thote men wilh whom be I3 associated. W4

L]

B Jan 185
The CITATION:

"GEQORGE GOINES, 313471538, Private Firsi Class, Hgs Co., __
Tank Hattalion, for hercic achievement In conneclion with
military operations agalnat an armed enemy near PN - [——
France, on — MNovember 185 Private First Clsss COINES.
afler having performed his du&r &% & CannoneeT, Voluntarly
digmounted from his tank, and with j10er disregard for his
safely, distinguished himself by commendable bravesy
the face of heavy enemy fire, Private First Clase GOINES
inspecling six disabled tanks, alded in the
Temoval and evacusiion of seven litter cases, carrying each
ane back approximately three hundred yards to sheiter, while
enemy 88-mm guns, mortars, machine guns and snipers cons-
linued Aring upon the disabled tank column. His courageaiis
action, Inftiative, and solicitude for his wounded eomrades are
In kKeeping with the highest traditions of the military forces
of the United States. 9

B Jamn 1945
The CITATION:

"CHARLES A, GATES, Filrt Licutenant, Infantry, *#5& Tank
Hattalion, for herole achievement in connection with military
Dperations against an armod enemy between 5% apg = Framee,
an *** November 14, Licutéenant GATES was commander nf
a ld-mm Howitzer assault gun platoon. His vehicle was
disabled and burned by antitank n fre, which seversly
wiunded Licutenant GATES, his lmﬂn and killed his driver.
Afler frecing himself from the disabled tank, Lieutenant
GATES. with ulter disregard for his personal Aalcty, suocsded
in €arr¥ing an injurcd man o shelier. oul of rafige of heavy
antitank, mortar, and small arms Are of e enemy,. Thetealtier,
Licutenant GATES remained with the dissbled tank column,
‘acating wounded men and helping 1o carry them to shelter,
all the while refusing trestment for his awn wounds, Lieui-
rAant GATES' display of courage and leadership, hils devotion
to duty, and his solicitude for his wounded men, exemplify
:lh:l h!ﬂl'u'!l traditlons of the military forees of the United
Lales, #sse
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4 Apr 1046
The CITATION;

“Technician Fourih Grade OTIS JOHNSOMN, Armored, Com-
pany “AY, TSt Tank Battalich. For herole achievement in
action. On 23 March 185, near *** Germany, when two onemy
antitank guns knocked out a tank and blocked the advance
of an armored column, Techniclan JOHNSON, tank com-
mander, dismounted from his vehicle and made his way 200
yards under Intense antitank and small arms fice, He returmned
o his company and reported the locatlon of the anlilank
EUnE. Again disregarding the hostile fice he accompanied the
mortar secilon leader forward and assisted in directing mortar
fire which silenced the guns, His actions reflectod the highest
traditions of the mmilitary serylee*

-
4 Apr 1843
The CITATION:

"Majlor RUSSELL ©. GEIST, Jr., Infantry, Headquarters
Viilst Tank Battnion, For herole achievement in action, Omn
23 March 1945, artillery fire was needed op e Geétmany, In
order thal a task force eould continue ita advance. Unabie to
contact the forward observer by radio, Major GEIST,
Baltallon 5-1, went forward in & light tank to sdjust the fAre
of nine battalions of artillery, Desplte enemy artillery and
mortar fire directed at him, he remained with his ank 5 an
exposed position, adjusting devastating fre on the willage.
Major GELST's actions which enabled tanks and infanicy to
enter the village- reflected the highest traditions of the military
HETwipe, #éde
E 3

EI July D9l
The CITATEION:

“FAUL L. BATES, Livutenant Colonel, Inmanley [Armored),
Commanding Officer, Tilst Tank Baltalion, AP 03, .9, ATTAY,
Ior herole achlevement i action against the enemy on 5 Nove
Ember 1544, in the vicinity of Bezange La Pelite, France, when
the 7615t Tank Battallon was supporting the 16th Infantry
Diviston during its offensive against the enemy launched that
date. On this date, Licutenant Colonel BATES led his tank
column through Arras Court, France to its line of depariure,
selected as the result of his previous porsonal FecoORn@iSsERCD
on fool. As the tank column approsched the crass ropds pear
Arras Court, a French collaborationist jammed the traffic of
trucked infantry, tank desiroyers and the tank column with
4 herd of cows. Licutenant Colonel BATES personally arrested
ihe Frenchman and got the traffic moving, About the same
tme the cross roads came under heavy enemy artiilery Are,
disabling one of the tanks, Despite all this Lieutenant Colonel
BATES, on fool, continued io direct his tanka-to their line of

ariure. Just as the sifuation became clear an enemy patrol,
InMitrating the position. opened fire with automatic weapons
gerigusly wounding Licutenant Colonel BATES. Licutenant
Colonel BATES' courage, initlative, and fidelity refect great
erectit on Bimself and the AT Forecey sses

L
4 June 1845
The CITATION:

"BUDDIE V. BRAMCH, Corporal, Infantry, Company “B“,
Tilsl Tank Battalion, APO 655, U. 5. Army, for heroie achleve
ement in actian against the enemy on 28 Movember 1944, In
Honskireh, France, Corporal BRANCH, after hoving establizhed
covering fore for seventeen walking casualiles, voluntarily
dismounted from his tank, and with utter disregard for his
personal safely, distinguished himself by courageous bravery
in the face of heavy enemy fire. Corporal BRANMCOH seecesded
in inspecting six dizabled tanks, abded in the removal and
evacualion of seven Witer cases, carrying caeh one back
approximately three hundred yards to shelter, while enemy
Bl guns, mortars, machine guns, and snipers continued 1o
fire upon the disabled tank column for a period of four snd
one-half hours, Corporal BRANCH's coursge and devollon o
dutly s an inspiration to all, =e=-

W

The CITATION:

“JOHN E. JENNISON, Scrgeant, Infantry. Company D%,
TElsl Tank Haltalion, APC 3, U, 5, Army, for herole achisy-
ement In actlon agalnst the enemy on 11 NMovember 1944, in
the vieinity of Harracourt, Prance, Two platoons of medium
nks were given the mission of elearing a wooded ares of
ehemy Lroops prior to firing on the town of Harracourt. Strong
oppoRillon was cnoouniered in the woods disabling several
tanks. As the men were abondoning the dissbied tanks,
Sergeant FENNISOMN observed one member of anolher lank
crew who had fnol vacated & disabled tank, Sergeant JENNTISON
crawled to the disabled tank under direct enemy antl-tank
and small arms Are and assisted the soldier, who had beeen
wounded and unconsclous, from the tank. Sergeant JENNISON
succesifully evacuated the wounded soldier to the Bottalion
Ald Station, Bergeant JENNISON's couragecus and heroic
action reflects great credit on himsell and the Armed Forces,

I July 1843

i July 1845
The CITATION:

"THEODORE W. WINDSOR, Sergeant, Infantey {Armrod).
Company “C*, T6lel Tank Battalion, AT 635, U, 5. Army, for
hervic achicvement in action against the onemy on 15, 10 31
urid 12 March 1984%, in France and Germany. During this period
Hergeant WINDSOR successfully led a section of tanks deEstroys
Ing fourteen pill-boxes, neulrallzing  sulomastic and snlper
fire, capiuring one snli-lank gun intaci, and directing suc-
cessful evacuation of his crew members. On once oocasion
when hiz lank was disabled In an cnemy tank ditch Sergeant
WINDSOR remalned ealm under intense mortar and sulomatic
fire and directed the remaining tanks of his seelion to cover
his vehicle while he succesded in cvacusting his crow without
casualties, He then relieved another tank commander and
conlinued o exploit the successes gained. Prior to this oper-
ation, Sergeant WINDSOR had lost two tanks s o result of
Enemy anti-tank gun Are and in each instance he successfully
Felurned wilh his crew to the arganization despite extremely
dangerous conditions. Sergeant WINDSOR's devollon 1o duty
E"ﬂEﬂl the highest credit on himself and bhe Armed Forees
e z
*®

& JTuame 18435
The CITATION:

STHEODORE A, WESTON, 2d Licutenant (then Stall Sergeant),
Infantry, Company “A*, 7618t Tank Battalion, APO G55, . &,
Army, fof herole sachlevement In action against the EriEmy on
A December 194, (0 the vicinity of Achen, Germany. Lisutenant
WESTON, acting Tank Platoon Leader, demonstrated Ereat
couragfe by entering Achen on foot in advance of the Infantry
and tanks to ascertain the location of enemy positions in the
towT. Despite the iniense shelling of ihe town, Licutenant
WESTON made 5 reconndlssance of the enemy posilions and
returned to his organization with this valuable information
As a result of Liculenant WESTONS herole scl, the tanks of
the Battalion moved inte town firing on the enemy positions
and enabling the Infantrymen to guickly sdvance, Lieutenant
WESTON's courage and devotion Lo duty is an Insplration
-ln -Ell.- EEEEE
L

5 dJune 1945
The CITATION:

"JOHNMNIE STEVENS, Jr., SLT Sergeant, Infantry, Company
UAY, Tilst Tank Battalion, APO 855, L. 5. Army, [or herdgdc
achievement in sction against the enemy on I8 April 185 in
the wicinity of Neu, Germany. Sergeant STEVENS ordered Lo
have his platoon of tanks support the infantry elements Lo
which his section was atisched, unhesitatingly brought them
to the scene of the action. By prompt and vigorous action his
section. advancing ai the head of the infantry, eliminaled the
encmy  position without casualties among ous troeps, The
Ggpressive action of Sergesnt STEVENS and his platoon
resuited in elght enemy killed, and thirty-four taken prisoners
s courage and devotion to duty reflects the highest credit
upon himself and the Armed Forees of the United Stales, s

The CITATION:

"JAMES T. BAKER, Captain (then First Licutenant), Infantry,
Armored, Company “A", Tilst Tank Batialion, APO &5, U, S.
Army, for herole achievement in action sgalnst the COemy
an 9, 11 and 12 November 184, tn the vicinily of Morville,
Haracourt, and Marsal, France, During the atiack on Morville,
Captain BAHER, without regard for his persomnal gafely and
under heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire, dismounted fTom
his tank and led it on fool io rescue and cvacuate several
Injuréd Infanirymen and Tank Crewman, Nesr Haracouwrt
and Marsal on 11 and 12 November 844, Caplain BAKER.
suffering face burns received from an exploding shell con-
linued to command his platcon. Captain BAKER assumed
command of a platoon of Company *C" whien the leader's
tank had become disabled. His courage and control of both
Pplatsons in the face of direci anti-tank, mortar and small
arms fire led to the success of the misslon af laying fire on
Haracourl e

5 June 1985

- B Aapril 1045
The CITATION:

"Sergeant BUCK A SMITH, Armored, Company “O, T6lst
Tank Baltalion, For herolsm in action, On 22 March 185, near
" Germany, Sergeant SMITH, lank commander, WS A58 pred
the misston of destroying enemy automatic weapons and
provicualy picked pillboxes with a single tank. Although
covered by only Infantry iroops on the adjacent hill and
withoiit plose proteciion, Sergeant SMITH moved his tank in
range of hostile positions. Sergeant SMITH remained exposod
Are, snd direcied accurate fire which destroved pumerours
enemy automatie weapons and effectively damaged severn
pillboxes. His petions reflected the highest traditions of the
milltary service se
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Oue Battlelield Commissioned Officers

Front Row (left 1o right): Second Lieutenanis: Joseph A Tates, Ballimore,
Md.: Theodore A. Weston, Washington, D. C; Frank Q. Cochrane,
Beacan, New York,and Warren G. H. Crecy, Corpus Christl, Texas, Second
Row: Second Liculenant Moses E. Dade, Washington, D. C, Leonard J.
Holland, Detroit, Mich:gan; Horace A, Jones, Detroit, Mich, and Firs
Licutenunt (promoled in August) Willliam Kitt, of Milstead, Alabama.

Al mnt U in the first six months of 1045,
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lhe lighter Side!

The war was not without its humor, in spite of
the grim pathos which accompanied the roar of the
quns, and shrill whine of the return fire from the
enemy. There was a little “fun” on the side, even
if not much,

For instance, the Isiah Parks crew of Charlie
Company had “liberated” a nice fat hen up on the
front one day, and had settled down to the pleasant
mission of fixing the yard-bird for service, with the
fire ready, and the water getting hot, for the pick-
ing of feathers. All was quiet, except in the distance
where the muffled boom of heavy arty going off,
formed the only sound. Suddenly, without a word
of warning, the approach of an 88 was signified by
the 88 itself, and it sounded like the range was
good, and the crew hit for cover. It was wise, for
the shell landed right in the center of the fire,
blowing the preliminary preparations into kingdom-
come, and spoiling the play. P. S. NOT TO BE
OUTDONE, PARKS AND COMPANY ATE THE
BIRD RAW!

In the early days of combat it was a bit difficult
for the officers to persuade the men to dig the slit
trenches, when parking in a bivouac area. That
didn’t last long, after the first few shellings, and
before the Shermans had halted at a bivouac spol,
the crew members were out and digging! But fast!

Speaking of shellings, the guys still laugh over
the way First Lieutenant James C. Lightfoot. ol

Washington, D. C., threw a perfect block on
Captain Gates, who was a former physical educat-
ion instructor in Kansas City, Mo., and a member
of Gid Smith’s powerful Hampton Institute foot-
ball squads, when the game was really rough.

It was at Moyenvic, and the 761st was gelting a
heluva shelling from frantic German Artillery OCS
students at Marsal. The captain and the lieutenant
were in a mess tent, when it broke loose, and the
natural formula was to “seek cover”. Both started
out simultaneously, but the agile lieutenant threw
one on Pop Gates, and managed to get there first!
Captain Gates later remarked: “That was the mosl
perfect block | have ever seen in all of my days
of footballl™

Operating with the B7th Infantry Division, dur-
ing “The Bulge” several crewmen of a Sherman gol-
cut off from their comrades, and had to join up
with the infantry while sweating out a re-union with
their own troops. And for three days the tankers
fought as infantrymen, when the whole works got
surrounded by the enemy, and had to fight their
way oul

“Cool Stud”, the rooster-mascot of Sergeant Dan
Cardell's Charlie tank, wasn't the only adopted
member of the 761st, for just before the junction
with the Russians at Steyr, the unit received a Mor-
roccan of the French Coast of Alrica, Abdul, or Ali
Bendu, or some name like thal. Ali, or Abdul, stayed
with the 761st for four weeks, and left us, with
tears rolling down his cheeks. He got U. S. equip-
ment, and was mighty proud of his khaki stuff, with
the armored shoulder patch.
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And the Occhestea Made its Conteibution

Shown here are the members of the T61s('s fine orchestra, which lvened the activities with fine music, and
then when battle time came they put aside theip instruments, and went into the roar of the batile,

Five members of the Orchestra were killed in action. The members of the orchestra shown here are (left to right):

Front row: Tech 5 Ira Austin, Chicago, Ilis (Hgs Ca); Pfe. VintonE. Hudson, Hartford, Conn. (Ca. A):

§ Sergeant Horace G. Johnson, Tabor City, N. C. (Hgs Co.); Corp, Mozee Thompson, Palestine, Texas

{Co. C); Tech 5. John M. Simmons, Corona, N. ¥. (Co. By Pfe. Levi Yogi Bough, The Bronx, NYC.

(Hqs Co.); Stall Sergeant Humphrey MeCarter, Columbus, Ohia (Co. B), and Tech Sergeani Leonard
J. Keyes, Port Jervis, N. Y, (Hgs Co.)

Standing: First Liew, Warren F. Tavlor, Phila, Pa. (Hgs); § Sergeant James W, Nelson, Detroit,
Michigan (Co. A), Tech 5. Javan Council, Dayton, Ohio (Co. B Pfe. Frank Jowers, Hartford, Conn.
(Co. AY, Tech 4. James Grissom, Indianapols, Ind. (Co. Bj; Ist Lieut. (then SgL) William Kilt, Mil-
stead, Ala. (then in Co. B, Tech 5 Herman Grimes, Los Angeles, Calif: (Co, A): Pyvt. LawyverHolland,
Jenkinjones, West Va. (Co, D); Pic. James Fryer, Tampa, Fla. (Co. D) & Sergeant James Harrison,
Brooklyn, New York (Co, C); Pfe. David Gripes, Hartford, Conn. (Co. D} § Private Thomas A Bragg,
Elizabeth, New Jersey (Co, A}, § Private Alexander S. Anderso n, Washington, Penna, | i, and Tech B
Elwood Reberts Cleveland, Ohio (Service Co..

The “§" denotes the five men killed in action.
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Sergeant Eugene Matthews, of 310 Ronda Street,
St. Paul, Minn., was a Headquarters Company
quarter-ton driver (we don't say “JEEP”, we say.
"quarter-ton”), and in the battling near Sarre-
Union in December 1044, his quarter-ton got into
the field of fire of Nazi mortars. The barragge was
falling pretty steadily, and so Matty decided to seek
cover in the rear on foot. The mortars began follow-
ing him, as if by pre-arranged plan, so the lanky
sergeant (a trifle over G-feet) began to put on the
cteam, and speeded up. The last report showed him
some seven miles west of his starting point, at
about 40 kilometers and hour, and still going
strong. The mortars never caught him! P. 5. His
quarter-ton was wrecked by the shells.

Ll L] L]

The boys are still laughing with pleasure over
the memory of that “joy” house, which enterpris-
ing members of the 761st had set up, right under-
neath the Battalion CP, in Belgium, when the 761st
was in the “Battle of the Bulge”. The joke is on
the fellows, for the brass knew the sin-dive was
there, but kept mum, because the fellows were
getting their real kicks out of it. Downstairs in the
basement, and “the line starts on the right!”

L] L] L]

It was only incidental that when the “point
system” became official, several members of the
7615t came forward to lay claim to "dependents .
whom they had once stoutly denied, rejected, and
otheiwise refused to admil. Among them were
several “Kinder''|

Back in France in 1944, in the coldest part of the
Saar Campaign, the snow was many inches deep
on the ground, and during an enemy artillery shell-
ing of the battalion bivouac area one evening,
Private Thomas W. Athaley, of 1801 Thirteenth
Street. N. W.. Washington, D. C., was observed
taking leave from his dug-in tent position.

Accosting Athaley one of the lads asked him:
“Say, where are you going Athaley?” The heavy
stuff was falling fast, and the snow was cold and
deep. "Just going for a walk”, said Athaley, adding
a little more speed to his strides. “"Well then,” said
the comrade, “where the hell are your shoes?”

Sergeant Willie Brent, 2318 First Street, New
Orleans, La., a member of Dog Company, tells this
one:

“|t happened one day in December 1944 during
the push for Sarre-Union. Two light tanks were
protecting the flanks of three assault guns. While
being on the fronl for sometime in the mud and
snow without fire, the crew members decided to
make a fire to dry out their boots and socks.
(“Trench-foot” was the prevalent scourge of those
days.)

While sitting around the fire having one of their
bull sessions, all of a sudden hell broke loose. An
88 shell exploded 25 yards from the fire. Everyone
ccattered for shelter. Then a second one came in
and put out the fire. Then everyone rushed for their
vehicles for protection, but the Germans threw a
mortar barrage in, culting one tank crew off from
their vehicle. Then everyone dived for the mud.

The firing ceased for a few seconds, and the men
made another attempt to reach their vehicle. But
everytime they would start, the Jerries would throw
in another mortar barrage. Finally three members
made it to the vehicle. They were Sergeant Brent,
and Pfc's Eugene A. Henry, 2127 Pennsylvania
Avenue, Baltimore, Md., and John Teno, Route
One, Box 236, Jeanerette, Louisiana. That left Pic.
Riley Russell, Jr., of 825 18th Avenue, Middletown.
Ohio, still out. Russefl made it to the side of the
tank. But every time he attempted to mount the
Germans would pin him down. They finally ceased
firing for a few seconds and Russell made it into
the interior of the vehicle. The other crew was still
sweating it out. Barrages coming in from both sides
held down the four crew members of the other
tank. They were: Stafl Sergeant Elmo Johnson,
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Sergeant Robert Williams, 14092
Riopelle Street, Detroit, Michigan, Pfc. Raymond G.
Johnson, 2023 Grey Avenue, Evanston. [llinois.
and Private Louis S. Jackson, 422 North Stricker
Street, Baltimore, Md.

As suddenly as the barrage had started it also
ceased! The assault gun observer had located the
enemy qun positions, and the 103s proceeded to
fire on their positions. Alter about ten rounds the
observer called back for the assault guns to cease
firing. The enemy was no more. And Sergeant
Brent adds: “It was just another day on the Western
frant!™
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iPhote by S5-5gt. Humphrey McCarter)

These Medics Pecformed Heroic Secvice Undee Fice and Undee all Socts
of Conditions

Here s our Medicn]l Detachment, at the end of {1he war I was this detachmentl which lost the first member of
the 7615t lo die in action, when Privatle Clifford C. Adams, of Waco, Texas, was killed on November B,
1844, on the Arst day of battle,

In the picture, from left Lo righl, they are:
Front row: Sergeant Ray Roberson: Private First Class Arthur Fow ler; Private First Class Wardell
Hughes; Private First Cless Ralph Crayton: Private First Class Alberi Aikcnos: Private First
Class Louis Hayles and Private First Class Jessie Fobbs
Standing: Corporal Floyd Humphrey, Jr.; Corporal! Nathan Folse; Corporal Richard Yewell;
atall Sergeant John Phifer; Captajin William H. Bruce, Jr.; Private First Class Farris Philllps;

Corporal Homer Bracey; Sergeant Charles R. Stewart, and Technical Sergeant Howard Bowman,
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The Communications Section - They Kept the Lines of Contact CGpen

First Row (L-R}: Elwood Roberts, Alfred G Malone James Mills
Herbert Lewis, Ira W. Austin, RobertE ODaniels and Forresy Bell

second Row: James H, Burel Robert H. Ward, JamezCaldwell, Robert

Lewis, and Herman Tavlor.

Third Row: Henry Jackson, Samuel F, Bureh, Levi G. Bough, Herbert
V. Riley, Rogers 5 Crimicl and Humphrey McCarter,
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The Little Man with o Big

Corporal Joseph
Dixon, of Hari-
ford, Conn, wWho
WaS the  sleno-
grapher in Battal-
ton  Headquarters
throughout the ser-
vice of the 761st in
combal and occu-
pation. He pot oul
the volumipous or-
ders, and documents
needed in the ape-
ration of a fighting
headquarters  like
that of the T61s1,

"COME OUT FIGHTING”
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An Other Unsung Heco

First Sergeant Robert L. Linzy, 48 North Wads=
worth Street, Geneva, New York, from Able Company,
and a veteran of 18 and one-half vears (n the Regular
Army, who exemplified the true gpirit of the TA1st and
the men who made it greal.

This intrepid top-kick, like Burroughs and Nav-
arre, of Charlic Company, refused to stay in the office
for paper work, but went right on up to the front, in
a tank, snd stayved there, as.a member of the crew
of Licutenant Teddy Weston, of Washinglon, D. C
Sergeant Linzy saw much aclion, apd was on the
hall in TASK FORCE RHINE, which halled at Klin-
genmunster on March 23rd, afier having completed it
mission of breaking through the Sicgfried Line.

“Well, Now We Can Take it Easy”

Corporal John Snow, of Chillicothe, Ohio, 3ils 10
this guaint reminder of American horse-and-bugey
days, in the peaceful Bawvarian town of Teisendork,
Germany, near the Austrlan border. The shooting is
all over, and the T61st s taking it casy, with things like
thls above to pass off the leisure moments.
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' (Pholo by S8gl. H. McCarter)
' We Bore Them Well | Oue Coloes
The Mational Flag and the Colors of the 761st Tank Ballalion stand waving in the genile brecze, before the
i fitting background of two of the battlewagons which carried the “veleran T61st” through the wars in Eix
European countries, And s they wave proudly, just as proudiy our color bearers and their guards, say: “We
hore them welll”
i Under the HAags, left to right, Tech 4 Nathaniel Johnson, Masier Sergeant Joseph Thomas, Tech-
nical Sergeant James F, Hall, and Private First Cless Sidney A Dickerzaon
i




. el . W BT e Tl BN ASSLERLE LFESRGTE Nt R, . WSt TRl TS e

- e WA TP e WARAE TR RIT R
f

(Photo U, 5., Sianal Corps)

Tust Befoce the Takeol)

The T8lsl, with Licutenant Colonel Paul L. Bates, commanding (foreground), [rontling his men, stands at
attention al Camp Hood, Texas, in August 1944, just before leaving the scene of thejr hardest tralning for the
Port of Embarkation, and “The Clory Road”,
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The Weitee of this Book 8

Private Trezzvanl W.-Anderson, o Ty ot

Easy 9th Sireet, Charlotte, Norlh Carolina, e,

B
.'l.- :
. i
e T
- i
-
' 7
‘Billte €. Thoem pson, 23, of 1000 East Lynn Street, s
Springfield, Mo, amndl {romn Batialion 5-4, who Coin- _'-I'- £
poscd “The 5-4 Combat Thary” po small job flseld, I ] |
for that was really important, for S5-4 was the n 7 ;
hattalion supply scction, and through those long cold, i :
dreary, wet, icy winter days, we hied swealed while ':r :
wondermg if we would have the things we needed to -.,¢ 3
B keen on battling! We got them! - :.-1 ‘
2 L"_'_:
;'. Billle is morried; has 3 brothers (one in the Navy), and et
% sisters fone in the WACs), Attended Lincoln Uni- 'J!‘
: versity (of Mo}, where hesang baritone in the Glee chub ﬂ i-":' :
: and Chorus, in ‘41 and ‘42, Came to the Télst in 1044, 4 :
M and was sweating it out with 69 points, at press lme. '
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.'-:-' The spirit of the men of the 761st was exempli-
F:d by the demonstrations of men like First Ser-

F-, g&ant William R. Burroughs, 3273 East 126th Street,

i "Clmrelund Ohio, who came to the battalion as a

_t replacement, and refused to take a first sergeants

5 jl:lb and gave up his rating “to ride with Crecy!”,
~in Charlie Company.

‘While taking an airfield on the autobahn oulside
¢. Bayreuth in central Germany, Sergeant Hurroughs
®  was serving as the tank commander for Crecy. He
i had to dismount from his tank to lacate an enemy
i machine gun nest. While seeking this informatian,
-_t" ‘and successiully getting it, Burroughs was shot over

' the left eye. He was evacuated and hospitalized and

. .Iﬂtf.-r lost the eye, after leaving the battalion. It was
1.: " Burroughs who fired the 76 mm cannon that knodk-
‘“'Ed out the pill-box on the Nieder Schlettenbach
iighun pictured in this book, showing Crecy firing

: 3 the: 50 caliber, in a remarkable action shot on March
21, 1945,

u' F‘rwute Christopher P. Navarre, of Houston,

"“*rTe::as. like Burroughs a Bronze Star Medalist, a

~ farmer First Sergeant, and a replacement; Staff
Hergeant Walter L. Sadler, of Washintgon, D. C.,

;- © Sergeant O. D. Collins, of Teague, Texas, and men
“like them, represented the spirit of the 761st as they

" came in with no previous tank training or exper-
i hm“m and made good, on the field of battle, thus

CE nnﬂhhng the veterans of the 761st to continue the

e steﬂlng work that made them an uutstandmg 8
_‘ parate” tank battalion. Not “supermen’, but just
~ “damned good men’, typical of the American

i soldier.

When Lieutenant Colonel Hollis A. Hunt, CO of

the 761st in November, 1944, sat in the mud of a

® ' rain-soaked tent on November 20, 1944, and told
' the writer: “I'm satisfied with their combat ability!”’,

. there was a tribute from a field commander who
8 knew what baltle was, and what kind of men it

"
_b
g1
Tak

it had been something new nnder the xun Jur
thozse peaple of France, Lurembourg, Belgium, Hol-
land. Germiany and Auwstria, to walch these sepia
Americans caroming up to thelr towng in their huge
steel behemoths and pive battlie, It was nen! And
they stood by owed, and waelched them force the
enemy back, — And in France they had flung flowwers,
wine and kisges at these deliverers as-they moved wp
to the battle lines in October, 1944 ;

LY

Itu-ul: to win battles, and his words said in effect:

“These men are that kind!” And they stayed that
way, through the entire 183 days ol front line
service, seeing never for themselves any reliefl, but
continually battling against the enemy, without any
relief!

The folks in the ordnance gave them tanks to

replace their shot-up tanks, but other kinds ofy
vehicles were never furthl:ummg That is not mine | 8

to explain “why". | simply state the lacts. The same

jeeps, weapons carriers and trucks which started

the war with the 761st ended the war with the 761st,

and still were with them in October 1945, when

this book went to press.

No glamorous accounts of their stirring- deeds
emblazoned the front pages of the newspapers, for
War Correspondents were few and far between.
“Why?". The War Correspondents will have to ex-
plain that. But it is no different from other Negro
combat units. Covered by a log of obscurity, there
were 32 different Negro COMBAT UNITS in service
on the Western Front, and in Italy. VERY FEW,
VERY, VERY FEW of these were visited by Corres-
pondents. From
rison went into baltle with the 761st in its initial
engagements, spending lwo days at the battalion.
From the AFRO-AMERICAN came Ollie Stewart
iwice. Once was for a period from ten in the morn-
ing until four in the afternoon of the same day.
The other time was for one day. Other than those
hwo no other Correspondent visited the #61st Tank
Battalion, cﬁnept the author, who was with them
three times, being the last to visit them in November
1944, and the first to see them again in 1945, after
six months of darkness had covered their where
abouls. :

But the story of the 761st Tank Battalion is
garnished by the fact that it represented a unique.
-prnnment in the history of Ihe United States

"STARS & STRIPES" Allan Mor- ~
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"We ace expecting great things of you in battle”

LT, GEMN. LEAR, CAMP HOOD TEXAS, JULY 1744
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‘Army. It received scant altention in histories of

- soéme of the infantry divisions with which it worked,

the author having been privileged lo read the
histaries of the 26th and 103rd Divisions. The 761st
was mentioned twice, by name, in the history of
the 26th Division. And in the 103rd Division’s
“REPORT AFTER ACTION", published this year,

/- our M-4, General Sherman tanks, were frequently

pictured and referred to as “614th Tank Destroyers ™.

4. This is the story of the 761st Tank Battalion, not a

“towed'" tank destroyer battalion, but a Tank Baftal-
ion, which fought and fought, and earned its place
is the sun, by the sheer weight of its relentless drive,
push and might, and by the sweat of the brows of
dusky Negro soldiers, who fought for their country.
and gave their bload and their lives on the field of
battle, ASKING NOTHING, but HOPING that their
sacrifices would not go upheeded and un-noticed by
history, and ‘that' their record would go down in
history, as a contribution to the winning of World
War 1. and the creation of a Tradition which had
never before existed in the annals of armored
warlare, which completely revolutionized battle in
all of its aspects, and military tactics.

That is the purpose of COME OUT FIGHTING:
to record it here, so that historians will know that
once again the Negro has been loyal and true to
his trust, and has delivered the goods, under the
most lrflﬂg circumstances and conditions, without
shirking, but willingly.

The going was not always smooth, and the tempo
was nol always pleasant to these Negroes, for the
fact remained that they were Negroes, and there
were occasions when they were brutally reminded
of that fact, after the battle had ended. The problem
of RACE, which had NOT EXISTED on the field of
battle, raised its ugly head after the din of battle
had subsided, and IT HURT, it REALLY HURT! To
think that while the enemy shells were falling, and
death was a matter of but moments, yea, seconds,
and every man was a brother when safety could
save a life, that all that could be so easily forgotten
after the risks and perils of the battlefield had
vanished. But it was a ghastly truth, and it hur! to
the very core! But these grim warriors who had
faced the enemy's “finest troops™ took it with quiet,
calm solicitude, and realized in their hearts, that
they were men of quality, men of character, and
men of calibre! That had been proved in the cruc-
ible of war, where one mistake is the last mistake.

‘of Colonel Hunt; the effervescent energy of

A few hours after going into baltle in November
1944, the 761st was without a commander, as the
fire-test proved too much for certain parties, but
the men passed over that lightly, and continued to
carry on, and give battle to the enemy of their
country. Men in the Tanks, likewise, suffered from
"battle fatigue”, but it never halted the urge to go

“FORWARD"”, and it was always COME OUT
FIGHTING for the mén of the 761st Tank Battalion,
carrying upon their shoulders the weight of an ex-
periment which was to prove or disprove whether
the late Lieutenant General Leslie J. McNair was
right or wrong! The record is here! Geperal McNair
was right! The 761st has proved it. And now, let
history give them their just dues, for what they did.
and how they did it. The end of the trail -has been’
reached, and the echoes of the blasting cannons
fade way into the distance, and there are no more
fire missions.

To their leaders and commanders all credit, but
more 5o -to the men in the tanks with the guns.
For they are the men who really made the record.
Those men up front in the tanks! It was they who
made the greal contribution.

The calm steadving influence of the leadership
ajor
(later Lieutenant Colonel) George, who was a
dynamo; the gquiet soothing voice of Colonel
Bates, guiding TASK FORCE RHINE on iis great
adventure, were matched by the tireless front-line
duly of platoon commanders like Lieulenants:

Gary, Taylor of Baker Company, Kahoe, Ham-
mond, Coleman, Weston, Kitt, Kingsley,
Cachrane, Dade, Holland, Crecy, Williams,
Bagwell, Johnson (“The Frantic One”), Bruce
and Lightfoot, and the peerless leadership of
Captain Charles “Pop” Gates, whose insistence
resulted in that most effective teaming of infantry
and tanks, which carried the American forces lo
victory on more than one occasion. The sparking
of other commanders like Captains McHenry (the
scourge of the earlier days of battle), Baker,
Long (the dashing), English, and Witliams,

with Major Geist who won his spurs with the men
because he did not fail to stay up ON THE FRONT
LINE. all had their counter-parts in those fearless
enlisted men in the tanks, those sepia sons of
America, who showed from the very Jirst day when
Sergegnt Isiah Parks, of Charlofte, N: C., fired
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the 30 calibre machine gun from his hands, al Hee-
ing Germans while he was a member of the Assaull
Gun Platoon, that their courage was unguestionable!
They were the men whose names will emblazon
the pages of history ds the men who made the 761s!
what it was! Names like: Lutimore, Hawkins.
Mitchell, Gilbert, Winbush, Windsor,
Cardell, Johnson, Cavens, Hall, Rivers,
Crecy, Turley. Woodazd, Graham, Coch
rane, Taylor, Stewarl, Otlis Johnson,
Pegram, Fox, Thomas, Daniels, Tates.
Alexander, Ford, Collins, Sadler, Smilh,
dand many others, who wenlt oul there in “No Man s
Land”. and made thal land ~American land’', by the
might of their strength, and the aid of their terrible
quns! These and others made the 761st Tank Bal-
talion a dreaded and hated foe of the Nazis of

- the Third Reich, and paced those five major camp-

AIgNS.
And soldiers like: Technical Sergeant Malcolm

Thomas, Aurora, Minois, Master Sergeant Roberl
Jenkins, Brooklyn, N. Y., First Sergeants: Cor-

nelius, House, Parker, Staff Sergeanis: Jack

Mitchell, Samuel Saunders, Herman T a y-
lor, Sergeant George Pennington, and others
\oho were in that original group of 98 enlisted men
who ' came down to Forl Knox, Kentucky, in March
1041, with Samuel J. Turley, and others, as the

williamH. Greiflin, of pMorshali-
ville, Georgia, the now CO of Scrvice Company, und
e Battallon Special Seérvice Officer in Seplember
1945. Fulla life, and adds plenty of zest to the party!
Did aswell job during the war, and kepl the stufl
rolling to where it Wwas most noeded!
Captain Ivan H. Harrison
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WO WG Mark Hendersen, J r.. the dynamic litie
bundle ot cnergy, who kept the supply line maoving.
Home: Mew York ity

FIRST NEGRO SOLDIERS TO'EVER TAKE AR-
MORED TRAINING, stayed with the 761st from the
beginning to the end, even though their ranks were
depleted by death, wounds, and other things. They
can look back with well-justified pride upon the
accomplishments which have followed since tha
historic arrival in The Bluc Grass State, on baltle-
fields in Furope, in the six countries in which the
761st fought, and in laly where the 758th fought,
and the lands where the 784th fought.

They have wrought well, and may the deeds of
the 76ist TANK BATTALION serve as an inspira-
tion to the younger generation of America, lo know
that it is “THE WILL TO DO" that makes men
great, and it was the Motto of the 761st which made
it great, for it lived up to thal Maotto: COME OUT
FIGHTING.

There is little need to dwell upon the vast social
difference made by the post-war relationships of
these soldiers, upon the people of the Nazi-in
fluenced Third Reich, for all the things that had been
said about “THE BLACK SCOURGE" by the vicious
propaganda newspaper of the Nazi Party, “THE
VOLKISCHER BEOBACHTER” were proven fo be
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& mmg more than vicious lies, far the people nJ'
B Nazi- Germany actually (and literally) fell in lfove
B with. these easyqoing warriours, who had, weeks
= - -hﬂ,fﬂrf. been vicious killers. n‘nd from Ausiria into
ermany, the story was the samé as il had been in
ﬁﬂf‘f Belgium and Holland: "THE GIRLS LOVED
;FH.';MI" '
& . When the 701st moved out of Steyr, Austria in
% *iunﬂ there were frauleins who walked, and rode
~ bicycles for many miles to follow to the next camp
'w:,f the 761st. When it left Bissengen, Germany, for
3 eisendorf, more than 175 miles away, there were
,;f*ﬂu:'f_'mc fand fraus also), who left their fathers
'“ﬂd amothers, and their husbands, and followed the
fl‘mf of these brown tankers, whose genile ways,
5:.- 'nErI'y dispositions, and -tender nalures, so
“'-'lr iterly opposed fo their battlefield conduct, had
aused German-women of the Third Reich to fall
: Jove madly, with many of them.
< When the first large shipment of men for dis-
chdrge left Teisendorf, Bavaria (in The National
Rr.-dnuhr} their were frauleins who openly wept in
the- streets, crying not quietly to themselves, but
‘Ffoud little caring that former red-hot Nazis, who
ad taught them that the “schwarz soldat” was
ﬂ'ﬂ!ﬁmg less than a fiend, should see that their
: _ﬂgm:ts were broken, because the end of the trail
-J-fm;:' also come for love and romance,
g “And as | listened to “Maria” (we won't call her
o *‘ffdn name) say, with tears rolling down her cheeks:
;}"‘ ::.& Teiben das Mann; ich wohlen das Mann; ich,
e h, wohlen das Baby", there was a tug at my
.fE' G rf _fur here was a lovely girl of twenty-three,
?::' wartied, who had left her homg, her parénts, and
-e"i't'r husband, a German like she, to be with this
4 .,-m soldier, and had become pregnant! The
' "I;.hged}- of it: the soldier is married and has a wife
“in a greal Mid-western metropolis in the U.5. But
Hw case is no different from many others.

B Al ﬁ B e A L
R : f‘tﬁ’MF oui Ht*ﬂ"f'mr + 12050

Superb on the field of battle; no less brilliant in 9
the field of social relations, where himan emotions e
are stronger, backed by instinct, than the urgé x %
1o think clearly of the consequences, But thal was
characleristic of -the men of the 716st Tank Bat- 235
talion: WHATEVER THEIR MISSION WAS, THEY %
COMPLETED THAT MISSION?

Then caine the climatic anti-climax, on ancmbt’r_
3, 1945; when Colonel Bates took his leave of the - %
761st, going to the 90th Infantry Division for ship- &
ment to the U. S., and we received anew command- " 5§
ing officer! This time it was ONE OF OUR OWN/! =3
Captain lvan H. Harrison, tall, brown, handsome,
with & Grecian profile, and an aquiline hose, as- -
sumed full command of the 761st Tank Baltalion, - 58
and “issued his first General Order. on November = 28
5, 1945, :

And the 761st was then led by a man who had - =%
come through the mill, and over the long road from
Claiborne, and a Negro commanded the Battalion! = =
It was a fitting anti-climax, and it pul that sweel, :
soothing, syrupy taste in our mouths, and our chests = =498
expanded with pride, The 7615t had done it again,
for we had the FIRST Negro combat betialion com-
mander in the Furopean Theater of Operations i -
World War I

i _'
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And so, "Adieu” to those three valiant ﬁﬂicar; .
and the thirty-one enlisted men to whom this tale "~
is dedicated! The things that you have wrought. ~r
and the inspiration that you have in death provided - -
for those who came after you, will live on and onl =
And some day, the world will place a wrﬁalh uff
roses upon your tomb, putting it there with tﬂﬂ--
derness which spells the love and- affection of &
grateful nation and your comrades in arms! "I"ml 5
have: Come oul fightingl” : ; .
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" "GOME OUT FIGHTING'"

For meritorious performances and achievement in connection with military
operations against the enemy in France, Belgium, Helland, Germany and
Austria, during various periods between 8 November 1944 and 8 May 1045,
the following officers and enlisted men were awarded

THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

ROSTER

Sqt. ROBERSON

Capt. O'DEA, Newark, N. J.
MiSgt. HILL, Chicago, llls.
TrSgt. NEWKIRK, Detroit, Mich.
Capt. Long, Detroit, Mich.

\ CWO  WILLIAMS, Detroit, Mich.
Lt. Col. BATES, Boonton, N. J.
Capt. TAYLOR, Atlanta, Ga.

Pvt.  JONES, Louisville, Ky.

Capt. NELSON, Brooklyn, N. Y. £
Capt. LATIMOR, Silesbee, Tex.

Tec 4 BROOKS, Brooklyn, N. Y.
T/Sgt. YOUNG, Everett, Penna.
TiSgt. PALMER, Chicago, lls.

1st Lt. GRIFFIN, Marshallville, Ga. *
Ist Lt.  GUESS. Topeka, Kansas.
Capt. BREMER, Port St. Joe, Fla:
S/Sqgt.  WILLIAMS,

Sgt.  McBURNEY, New York City.
Sgt.  MURPHY, Phila, Penna.

Tec 4 ASHBY. Long Island, N. Y.
Tec 4 JONES,

Corp. “KUYKENDALL,

Tec 5 - YEWELL.,

Znd L1. HOLLAND, Detroit. Mich.
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14 November 1945

'AFTER THIS BOOK HAD GONE TO PRESS, THERE CAME ADDITIONAL

AWARDS TO MEMBERS OF THE BATTALION, AND THESE AWARDS LIFTED
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF OUR AWARDS TO THE FOLLOWING FIGURES:

SILVER STAR MEDALS: . . . 11
BRONZE STAR MEDALS: . . 69 (With 4 Clusters)
CERTIFICATES OF MERIT: . 3
PURPLE HEARTS: . . . . . 296 (With 8 Clusters)

GRAND TOTAL: . . . . . 391 Battle Awards.

THE SILVER STARS WENT TO:

Lt-Col.  PAUL L. BATES, former CO.
- * Tec 4th  BEVERLY E. JOHNSON, Pewee Valley. Ky.

THE BRONZE STARS WENT TO:

§ 2nd Lt. WARREN G. H. CRECY, Corpus Christi, Tex.

§ Sgt.  ROBERT P. HA‘:’EE, Stamford, Conn.
Sgt.  JAMES R. HOLLY, Hempstead, N. Y.
§ Sgt. CLAUDE IVEY, Cleveland, Ohio.
: Te:: 5 ISAAC CHATMAN, I'-It.w Orleans, L.e.
AR o) i’ac 5 JDHN R. HENR‘I’ Ash,lar:d Va. :
= & Plc. . ARTHUR FﬂWLEE. Lake Provindence, lLa.
{"§" Denotes combat award; others meritorious awards)

THE THREE CERTIFICATES OF MERIT WENT TO:
Staff Sqgt. ALLEN ARVIN, Baltimore. Md.

Corp. HOWARD R. RICHARDSON, Chillicothe, O.

Pfc. LDUFE GAINS, Picayune, Miss.

(ED. NOTE:
These awards were too Iate for fuller detail in "COME OUT FIGHTING™.)
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Eerge-c::nt Hwers Led The Way .

Tank Outflt Proves Mettle
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__ | Two Tank Hemes
TQ WIH SILVER STAR | Kijlled In Action

WITH THE U. 5 THIRD ARMY-AMany stories of herolsm and
- Ilirm..'my developid - aboul the T6st Tank Ballallon, the frst
- Hepro ,:|_|-|n:gr._-u il tatenler combal, during its first ten days, WITH THE L. 3 THIRD AHMY—The War Dopartment hok
e “of -battle - with Ma) -Willard | 5 Papl's 3ith Division.,  The ofticlally relpased information on the first dedfhs in ihe all-
= tankers served as ane of the Megro TElst Tank Battallon, now pushing iis way o the “t‘hﬂ‘ }
S Enedrhead. elements in e di-fsecvers who divected the 8ie | ond with Lt ':'I'r-rr.v &. Patton's Thicd 0. 5 Army '“"-""l-"l
: -aigion’s drive o it initlal ob- | thal pinned down our infantry, denths reporied were that 6f
__ Jective, which was takesi Mo-|This pershitted the Erasn : C A _p private, a fiest secfeant, and b
_ermnber 20 wufilis to move forsward. Giibert, dlsm-::url.'-ll:l . rl‘."l:'.li.lﬂ second HewlenEng
Amnn them, the feats of S/Sgt. The day before Sgt. Creecy tuted their tank .Lﬂ_l![' It ha .
N ATHET R rs . Terumsch, OKIA.| had ‘Thaved shead.of the {nfan- | Bwen hit and thken by L0€) & The frst man in ihe e
£ s, Lillian Rivers, stand]{try without regard for his pers- Goermans. With_ him ':.I-'t‘:r-ﬂ l.':'-un- Megro combat wundtl to kit front--
ke .a beacan. The Aaring | onnl gafety -and destroyed Ger- ner, Ple. Judge Favors, Plant] jines in France sas Pyt Clif-
rll: commander was awarded | man machinegun positions and City, Fla.; bow gunncrs, PIo ford ©. Adams of 1615 N W,
B eltvor Star following the | Jerry  rocket-launcher teams, | Mbert DoFulwood, TunUngton. | sicond avende, Midmi,- B
i-.i g ol an ostimated 200 or| Then when hiz own lank was e E '.‘-”"'I “EIU w, BEL JWACK] - ghember ol 1Bl melihe
fmpre: Germans. _He took his|mired down In the mud, he | larris, Detrolt, Mich. detachment,  who _died ‘
“thnk joto  thé -thick of every|djsmounted and performed | Spurring his men o ket | wounds reecived on . Novem- it
bh;nlu-'e :I'I.I.l W becime a pﬂpl.l.li-r D rations leading Lo the ox- | movizig foarward; Licufenant ] bor B, thie D-THy for H‘!ﬂ"' bsikttal -
ati 1:.- hat “when Company A | triction of the tank. He then | English, commander of | thejion. He wis woinded as- hes
e baltle, - Rivérs led the | modnted the rear of the tank | company, ook a tommy-fun] gave ald 1o an Injured meEmbert o8
J‘J". or hie wias alwayk there | fid held his AA gun -on encmy | from one of the lanks, and| of ‘a tank erow, while under T
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le In Fierce, Initial Battle

THE THIRD U. 5. AR-
E METZEZ AREA —
parheadipg’ & task drive of

SRt Y ankee
fich jumped off November 8,
l=Megro TEls1 1ank batia-
oW in actlon with the 1.
LS. Army caplurcd four fmpor-

sk and- SuccessTully bat-
ithrough

ride, the War Department an-

MNegro  thnkmien  wera
miited 1o action following

Tuinggecd
o wrlth mickh ferocity and
pfape jhat Captaln Trvin Me-
ol Leavenworth, Kan,
goived the nickname of “The
e -Devil,” and Stall Ser-
gand Reuben Riveras of Roule
S flox 37, Tecumseh, Okia., Te-
od the Silver Star for roul-
My (GArCEIRIERELS.
members of the medical

ER REEN SUCH

caplored German afl-
hBaving
yaste of the Negro lankmen

¢ far as Aghting is conceroed,
- have. never beforse
sach CBravery exocpl

AL capje when a German rock- |
- un knocked out s lank of
L thet Megro unlt. The erew di=-
- _ﬂi‘.‘*. pnited, brought out ke 50
- palibre and 30 calibre machine-
der thelr tanks
and® corilnued
frawny e enemy.

ch had hoon
iiined by bnti-tank fire,
Thelds an, crcmy - foree at
with his owen anti-aircgaft
i ehille - proteciing tha aid-
Jear B an Anfaoley Eroup.

Janit moyed  oul

W sk orclock om the morming
Movember 8, s part of @
tadk force, which was eperating
fbwo ccobumns, Athidnvilie 1s
1 raxlimaicls 14 miles east of
; apcy. This task force consisi-
swdeof tank destroyers, infantey,
and - - medics,
the Ndgro tank batta=
was divided into two
wiith theedy

o of Ahe dense Forest De

B PR ealmiEY moved ofit

seafiliiecd Vic-sur-Seille and
je, furo strongly delénd-
rias whilch: skirted -a. Ger-
FELpply. Foute. leading
e ;ﬁiﬁ Bading Thicy: -

With Patton Proves

fifteden to clphteen miles cast of
prancy, and constituted the Ger-
man frontiine diefenses at that
point. Here the fofces bognn o
micet with miiffer opposition.

After’ secfurkng  these. iwo
Lowne,  the next task was 10
move on g Morvilie, a town
some four miles beyond Vie-
gur-Sciiic. Splitting  Up  here,
poe column maved toward Mor-
vill¢ for the attack

STURBORN OPFPOSITION

It was here that they tan into)]
ihelr most stubborn. oppoadition
nf the drive, for hece the Ger
matis had consimicted o LwWie-
miile=kong antl tank diich in an-
tieipation of the affensive, They
tad re-enforced this tank bar-
rier . with  stoggered concrete
pill-bgxes, completely oviered
wiih _ earth, -and ith .rockel
latnehers - and baednka teafnd
dug in in strength,

Facing Morville, which was
st the eptrance b the Forast
de Bridé, the columns met these
obstpuctions: and Company B
was halled by pill-box  appaesi-
fton ot the cdge of the wodds
Company €, commanded by
Caplain McHenry, on the lefl
fRank, moved up the anti-lank
diteh, where il encountered

rliy
Division

tarn Dridge

the

Forest de

capture . of
efore  fell
in modern
inta the

port,

A peaird

cited  Tor far

had &
pany B halted, the German guiis
in the cenfer were lurned o
Company C, and irmmakd lzed |
{hes unit for o while. Compangy!

¢ finally retired the prosition.
ACTION FIERCE

During 1lhis
| nsgaull platoon,
howrlizers
!Licutenant Charles Gates of To-
| poloa, Kan, o Hamplon Trentitinke
alimnus, moved up 1o support |
those 1o companies, 16 shelled |
ihe - German. postiony L e
woods, “The #l-mm mociar-glhe

sald: “Hao | Mow
SEET
OHEs

wis on Lhe

srod At aotish: “ard- POoLnAn
the Gormans - Blemeis ol L) pa
Fourth - Armored- - Bivison,

Tank Outfit Pra

Characteristic of thelttitude | Broe
of these npow Brrivals o fhe

frorm

first action
combat econe was their repc Cpt: Carllon Chatman ol Pem-
tian when Jerry AT muns or|broke, “Va., and tomk com-
harooka . teami  knocked oul|mhangor, Ti5 Creorge  Colller,
tarke i Capt. Irvin MeHonry's | Tampa, Fia:, ofter thoir tank
campany. The CrEws yroulld Teap | had  beon hll. While - under
oul, get under the tank andl dipeet . fine,  he  afsisted TS

pontinue thelr” fire with ma-

}Ept  Samuel o Turley,
Bronx; Now Yotk Clly demon-
St~ hils™ irjg <leadershgs
gualitics by arganlEing his Larik
prows into_defénss leams’ when
his wehiclos had boen - hit=and
ot afleE By THIE - strafepy
Apveral CEEWE WITE 1.:&:1_1111.?-*!1
to . cecipe  from ctheir burninky

in ghorl or- L.k,

counl

miaialy

Sallns,
past-of Nancy.

feagher al the
there, move
ioam of Salive singhes
with na infaniry anits along,
{ Sergeant Creecy. wih
action, e crack) o herDisn on Severa
with 105-mm | occasions
sommanded by First| member of this

T2 HOUE BATTLE

After the junciure at Ham-
port, Gompanics B and- C pulled
back-for a ried post, . m

cand vehicle chicck- B .Com-

-

roves

interggl

BCy Ora)

=

equipped with bull-dozer. tanks
and flam e-thirowers, nlso moyed
in, and the posilions werg fi-

taken.

Captaln Mclienry's company
kaw Lhe hardest fghting.

All unils gave a- pgood no-
themsrlves,
pany € knocked outl spprosi-
enemy | anti-tank
guns, Company B knockeéd out
ten, and Tdeutenant Gaie's as-
saiilt platoon knecked out flx
Crerman . armored vehlieles and
| two pill-lsoxes

Afier passing Morvllte, which
they had practically destroyod,
the columns moved on e Ham-
four milea further ©Esl,

ol

where unitda of Companies
apd. [ refgehed ine lown.

seanwhile, Coampany A, EOMm-
pranded by Captiin Dave Wil-
Liams, of PHisturgh, Pa., entec-
od the aciion
obiiterate and capture Chaleaua-
the - fArst. major own
Following this,
Company & skso moved Lo Ham-
It was during - these -
pagements that Staff Sergeanl
Rivirs began caring his
in- almost every in
his iank was the fArst o enler
a town and he was always in
the thickest of the fght.

A platoan hl.rl Cokmigs
: || commanded by
feree opposition. With Com et Richara Ww. English, of

Orieany, La

under

vy - ks - rettlirned
spathealt ‘of “Sallval,
i e
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karay, MY
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 Chicagoan Leads First Tank
' Platoon To See

Russians

By T:mru‘ﬂ W. Andersan

WITH TIHE Télst TANK BAT-
TALION IN EUROFE, Juneg 28—
(ANT)—First L1 James |, Bur-
#ems Jro, of Chlcago, wai tho

commander  of tho

platoon of the 761 Tank batial-
the red-stacred

Russians. of -Marshal Ivan S

ipn o -sighl

Hoanlev's -Flrst Ukesi

when the Tist rollied 1676 hall
on the west bank of the kans
Auziria,

river at Sioyr.

kay &

While 1.t - Hugess' platodn Wis
not the fArst to reach the river,
hiz was (he f(rst group of thé
untl fo fetually see the - Hob-
eame _alitr a

slanis. “The " act
MiS-mile drive BennEs
iy front
division of the third
mand by Maj o Gen.
wWyman, of Washin
sl tankers spoarh
tdprive from Oppeenhel

Lit; Burgess took pre-nedicsl
work -atl “the Ceniral

Coltege Jof  Chie
formely & membe

1T

officer of the fosth
stroyer  battalion

with  that mnil U
activation in April,

tonk  part Tin’ the 0

raslk . Poree  Hhine'
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[ =]
thiat

break  through
monih. L. Bur
e n platoon of

a5 @ team with the iost In-
fantry Reglment which elrearead
all Germans from the woods

o the cdgps of the
wiesl of Harracourt.

Fallowing this action, -#F Te-- 5
Company Hothen oo
the 1Ath Infapify” |
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The Hed Cirele News

15t Infaniry IMivision

= . Record set
= ' by Negro
Tankers

First "ank battalion with eo-
lored personnel ever to onter
combat " under the Stars and
Sidpes, the s, one of the
st Division's sttached unlis,
cstablished an enviable cam-
paign record for itself since jts
commitment on  Octobear 31,
I8, During o total of 183 davs
of combat service, the Battal-
lon fought In &lx countries and
was attached, al'different times,
g Elx infantry and one air-
borne division, the 17th.

5 Commanded by Lisuatenant
Colonel Paul L. Bates, former
All-Amerfcan  football player
(1938) from Western Maryland
College, the Batialion woent
inte action with the ik DHOis-
Aon in France o October, .,
Truring Lhe Dattle of the Bulge,
that highly critical period in
the ETO  campaign, the Tolst
was In the thick. of the fight,
operating with the 8%th Infantry
and the 1Tih Alcborne Divigians,

“Task .Foarce Hhine™

Toughest asslgnment for the
Haitalion came [N Morch, 45,
when It spearheaded *“Tosk
Faree HRhine', which broke
through the SiepEfried Line, in
thie Feart of the Hardi Blougnd-
aln Hange, and opened a hole
through which the 14th Armaor-
~ed Division poured the follow-
. ing day. This drive continucd
¥ on through Landiua, Worrth,
; Kamdsl, Karlsruhe and Stutt-
art, as the Sevenih Army sur-
X deeprinlo zoutherpGermany,
o The breakthrough was accom-
- plished'in’ throe days’fal, from
£ Soherd the-Batsallofaatied fo;
LT *e Lhe i ) F
s At th o paks s F
'a-'\'._.-"l'- s ==k p Ly

£§

 my ﬂ'ﬁ FEZVANT WANDERSON
ForThe Associated MNegro I'ress,

WITH THE 7615t TANK BAT-
TALION IN EUROPE. — If has

that MNegro  tankmen of ihe
Telst Tank battalion were in
the thick of the lighling which
ended In the capiare of Reichs-
marschal Mermann Goering's
castle, high atop & blu@d over-
looking the German town of
Newhaus, in April
Twdl plateons of Capl. Charlis
T Gates! Comipany O were the
“ o hiring amits which opérated with
_the First afd Second baltalions
ol Ehe BSLh Infaniry regiment of
o the Tist glyision in taking the
 Lwhan nging inte Ameri-
_tan cuslody the faboulpis Toot
ol the fogmer lufiwalfa chief,

_The platoons were cn%d

Lieutana

#

4 k
E+ e, ol :‘u:ﬂﬁ“

~ Negro Tankmeiflin Thick of
" Fight for Goering’s Castle

fiow  been officlally revealed | rations of 155-mm, howiizer amd

ARMOBRED NEWS

WITH THE %6Ist TANK DAT-
TALION . —During its 18 days
of front-1ine combat servier be-
tween Ociober 31, 1844, and May
6, 1¥5, the 76t Tank Batin-
lign,  veleran Negro g@rmored
unil, and first of it kind to
enter combat in the Army,
wiped out the equivalent of
“thiees i:_rr four Goerman divi-
Sions" - in enemy  equipment,™
sayi The Hed Clrcle Mews, of-
ficial mewspaper of the 7ist In-
fantey Divigon, with which the
Teizt findshed (is European op-
erations, Bfter having fought in
sl European counirics during
combat duty.

Enemy cagunltics inficted by
the guns of dhe TEist, alone,
were: 0,346 killed, &0 wounded
and 15818 captured, These fig-
ures do not indlude any of the
eazualties Inflleted in co-ordina-
Hon with the lnl'qi'n‘lfr and air=
borme -divisions w th which the
Mist fought during the period

One division, the Tist, iook
1M, 926 prisoners from ihe doie
the TElst joined it, March 30,
45, untl the cecsation of op-
srations ot Sileyr, Ausiria, on
May & M5 At this 1ime ihe
unil was in the group of farthest
caslern advanced troaps of all
ithe American forces in the Eu-
rapoan Theater of Operation.

The 7018t has six white offl-
cari. The other M are Negroasd
and all itz enlisted personnel
are Negroes, 10 Le slated for re-
deployment inm September,

In  eracking the Siegfricd
Line. the Mist racked up the
fallowing box scord: It destroy-
cd 4% machine-gun nests, ndu-
fralleed 3 pillboxes, accounted
for 23 antl-tank guns and cap-
tured M more, knecked oul 4
sell-propelled guns, 17 37mm
RLrd Qre L Thmm srililer ¥ ploee
¥ nebelwerlers, 11 ammo iniska,
and killed more than 200 horses:

{l.-"'DII'I-UIILI:L"d pn the II.E:H:II-. j‘l.lg-'ﬂ_}

approached the towd, they met
SEI resistance from Nadd troop-
efs Who seemed determined to
hold onte ithe redoubt of the
Mazl chieftain. Weavy concent-

chemiexl moriar fire softensd
up the resistance, and the pla-
trons were ordered o fake the
high ground bevond the town.
Lt Dade's platoon hit the town
from. ome side and Li Co-
chrane's platodon it it from the
ather. They were slightly defy=-
ing ihe -wsual principles of
attack warfare beeaose (@ was
late -in_ the evening, but the
town had ts be taken and so
ithe arder was Lo atlack.
<o The attack ook place at half-
past efight that evening, and Lthe
spddenness and viclousness of
the mitack dafed the Tierman

Negro Tunlte:stln Combat For 183 Days

The losses suffered by the bat-
talion during combat were: 71
tornks throdgh  battle action,
thiee officers and 31 enlisted
men were Killed in action, and
B officers and 221 enlisted men
were wounded In actlon. Of
Lthese latter all officers and 50
enlisted men returned o duty
after hospitslizing. Two affi-
cers and twe enlisied men were
capiured by the cnemy, but lat-
or re-captured,

During |ts” operations clght
enlisted men received battle-
field commissions in the battal-
Ion. Elght S5iver Star medals,
and & Dronge Star medals, with
four elusters, wore awarded, as
weTn. numerous Purple Hearts,
mare thin 2 of ithese belng
e,

The battalion entered combat
under L. Col. Paul L. Bates, of
Baonton, M. J., who was wownd-
ed on Nawv, 7, 194, L4, Col. Hol-
s E, Hunt, of Yuma, Ariz., led
the THlat from Nowv. 5 1944, uns=
11l Mov. 29, 184, when he wias
succeeded By Ma) John F.
Eeorge, of Richmond, Va., who
carried the unit through into

Crermany  In Decombaer, 1044,
arid led it in “"The Hattle of the
Bulge! " in Janoary, 1945 and

inte folland in February, Cola-
riel. Bates returned to the come-
mand Jon Feb, 17, 1945, afice
hispitalizntion in England, and
ded thet unit wntil its Junetion
‘with the Russiang of Marzhal
fvan 5. Kghlév's Pirst Ukcalnian

Anmy,  al Steyr, Ausivia. an
May 6 145 when b ceased
operatlans,

It was activated atCamp Clal-
bornd, L, on Aprd 1, LHE
Tame oVerseat In .*ul.bgurt 1544,
and landed in Franoce on Oct, 7,
186, It was commitied o batkle
oy Ot 31, B4 with Mo, Gen.
Willard 5. Paul's ZELR Yankes'
Infantry INiwvisglon, in Seperal
FPation's Third Army.

The 76ist fought with the
Yeth, Tist, Thith, with, %th, and
103rd Infan try Divislon mnd the
1fih Alrbormne Division, in the

Third, Sevenlh, and MNinlk
Armies, 5
It recelved commendations

Irom four major gencrals, and
wad-elted by Under “Secretary
of War Roberi L. FPatterson, as
one of the wa ouistanding ex-
affiples “'of the success of Negro
trogps bn. combal,” - along with
the Mty Infanicy Regiment on
duly ot Salpan now,

COMMENDATION
1L want to per com-
R T T Jmen ol

defenders, | dand - the - tankers
shelled the towh, and the fin-
”tr{.:ﬂrnrmrﬂ a4 up'the

'UE-::-;i'__l_f.ﬁt IE-._u_uF_h.in’g;}lgmeELq

Towards the resldenes’
the rnl'm‘ﬁs “zﬁ. ok

B - ' .

- Tank fin,- the &35th TD Bn.,

thé . 715t Division, the Téist

Tankers, Halm:ing-!n Rustria,
Turn Up With Crack Basketeers

BY TREZEVANT W. ANDERSON

WITH THE 781st TANK BATTALION IN AUSTRIA — (AN F] =
- Now that the wars have ended for the fighling T6lst tankers 7
ae fellows have been out on the athletic ficlds limbedng up
rom ihelr lank-and-turret eramps, and oul of the-jumblé have
ropped a number of crack hoopsters whose names are well -
mowmn on Lhe baskelball Ieor: bock home

MEADING the five for the .
THst “are auch. figures as:; Yagl | -
Bough, New York Clty wha » 5
was on Henry Hucles' “drenm [3H
Tepm' ol Viegioda Unlan im0 05
TikR, 1939, 15940 and 1041; thire's o
Leroy Johnson of Greencadile;
Ind,, who caged them for Henry
Kean's touph comba ol Hens
tucky State in 1998, 1938 aned
194k There is Ledle Tames, the | -
former Cleveland n Cafer,
Prescotl Melell, of MNew . York- -
wheo playvied at Show uhiversity, -
Henry Wiley & Mow Yook Cily, “ 0
cager, Claude Paxton of Red

Bank, - M. J., the former;;t
national hog-skip-and=-furmp -
champion, whio, hooped  them - ir
with Giles Wright's "Xavier

SEold Rush®™ at New Orclepnds; i
and there s Wilber Slaughter, 7
who dropped them through the
net for West Keptueky -Elilllrﬁll‘_

and carried ool. Onee  again
vou have completed a mission
in the growing tradition of the -

Alsg Steven Reld, of Portss S L 1A
motith, Ohio, from Flockda A, e o
and BM.; Haberi Cooper; of p e sl
Georgla, also from Florida A, e L
ornd M., Jimmy Coles, af Balti= i '-,','...
more, Nat, Johnson of Phila- e
delphia foom Virginia Stale b by
eollege:  Jimmy Caldhell, aof i gl o
Springfield, Ohto, Frank ©. K, .:-,-'-"__
Adexander, of Fhlladelphia. Fi- e
nally Siewart- of St Paul, ot Sl

Lawreneeville, Va., a natlve of =
Richmond. 4

NOW THAT therve stopped
t'lmk f-dhdnnn-ﬂrﬁ mm IHI‘.H%
tinks and sre gett ‘n sl "
rent, the lads are ioyin f }-ﬂnw;
while counting poatnes in ikl o
clpation of geitlng Dack 10 2he -
boarcs A% so0on as Lhes TEturn
1o the U, 5. A,

— — = ZE '.I 3 :.-'
o it 3 o
The Afro-American, Aogusi 4, -5 #,
The most  distant  advinee ,,3':-'1-!:'_,;-,4'-”
Made by oolored fighting men i, S

came when thi 96lst Tank Bat-
talkon batiled ifs way Lo the
shores of ithe Enns Hiver at
Steyr, Austria, where 10 linked
up with the Soviet Army under
Marshal Ivan Kondev,

and the 11th FA Brigade whao o @
ook part in (he operation of
plan “Tallvhio™ Lt weekend. . 5.
The eomplete success of the
operation attests to the skill-
with which it was prepared -

Divigion. 1 extend my cah-
eratulations to all of you.
. F - ’_l

Willard | G W

D W yman
- CG L Tist Divisin,
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(EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the)
first in m series of articles by
Trerzvant W. Anderson on the
61t Tank battalion. 1L will be
fﬂ"ﬂ'l'l'!‘ﬂ by withers, sinece Lhe
TElEl was caversed In obsearily

i from  Deec. 1, 1844, aotil it made
~the junctien with the First
Ukrilnian Army in Awsiria on

“ May 6.
By TREZZVANT W.ANDERSON

WITH TIE 7¢18t TANK BAT-
TALION ACROSS THE ENNS
RIVER FROM THE HUSSIANS
N AUSTRIA. — {ANP) — The

o plano made merry musle; Capis.
% Charles A, Gales, Kansas City,
o ceMoL - Isvin Mellenry Leaven-
o varnrth, Kans,, and vck English
=" of Wew Orleans, with Chief
Warrant Offlecr Jimmie E. Wil-
linms of Detrolt, were dalng an
“Iﬁk!-PI:I-[!-'.' verglon of V" Hoesettal'”
The =citne was lafid In an old
Austrian costle, high atop a
cHIT, overlooking ihe peaceful
(now) Enns river, at Steyr, IR

..-I'.

-,
E - Austiria,

‘¥

-? On the West Bank
= * Im the huge fields around the
1 castle wers many M- mediom
- ) tanks and lght tonks with their
o puns capped; half-fracks were
AT parked arcund the perimetern,
i and pup-lents dotted the lands-
E‘._-; cape. It was on the west hank
ﬂ.ﬁ. af the Enns. On the other slde
T redastarred Rusxinns of Marshal
4§ Ivan. Koniev's First Ukralnian
g e Army-were bivouaced, and In
= EE - e field below the castle were
SRS Y. hundreds of Russian prisaners
”' .!-: :,%-j ' _f wear, just frecd from thelr
oy B captivity, It was May 20.

A few days before, and far
M. #lx months prior to that time,
1hi=e same two-harred officers,
and those bBatilewagons on the
gErecnsward had been engaged
in the bitterest Gghting agalnst
the- Nax armlies in six dbBTerent

.ol Furdpean countrics. Buat pow
(%o dhe war.was aver, and far the
A _]‘iﬂ.t fimme slnee Nowv, 8, 1844,
"'f;,;hru men - and  thelr  follows

SRS dnldlers were having a chance
o R

Mixed Stal

e Tt was the 7815t Tank battal-
w0t lan, with a mixed siaff of offi-
] cers; all companiet commanded
by Megro olficers, and an entire
" MiEra |JE:"5-1.'IIII'IH.'I. restinge from

the wars affer slx months, 183

flays af Turlous campalgning on

forelgn 2oLl In the frsl venture
of a Negroccomposed iank
battallon in the history of the
Unldted States Army.

They deserved thisn rest, oo,
for they had come {ar, they
Fuancl fought hard and well
They had commendations from
four majol gencrals, dand the
pralse of thousands of white
infanirymen’ with whom they
had worked [n Dbatile in ihe
European theatre of operations

MNoble Experiment

This battallon. and oihers
which followed i1 Iater, were
the repart to the natlén on the
cxperiment fathered by the late
L1 Gen. Leslie J, MceNair, for-
mer eommander of the army
ground forces, who Aret ot the
Army brass-hats to see the
idea vears before. The genersl
had fought for his project and
had finally won out, and down
in Loulsinns mnd Texas thins
unlt was activated, trajned, and
in August, 194, It salled for
Enjland and came (o Francoe
In October,

1t marshalled 112 cguipment
on a4 muddy Reld east of
Nancy, France, on Ot 30, 184,
and listened 1o & weleome from
Maj. Gen. Willard S, Paul, of
Springfleld, Mass., command-
inE the ¥th “Yankes" Infaniry
division of Maj. Gen. Manton
5. Eddy's X1 corps The Tiist
had been arsigned to that div-
I=ion fur bLatile. The next day
saw ofd “Blocd and Gutls"”
himself, Gen, Georges 5, Patton
Je., atop & half-irack giving
them another welcome specch
One thing Gen, Patton madae
definitely clear: 1 don™t care
what color you are, &0 lang as
you kil thoss (unmentionables)
up Ehere b

They listened, those brown
tankmen, sand thelir officers
All-American fobiball star, LA
Cal, Paul 1. Bates, white, and
his other offlcers Hstoned tens-
ely, for they knew that In a
fiowr days “"this would be (1t
and those Low l.‘l-il-!l"B passed not
o sloarly.,

Fuash Staried

"Frantiec Incarporated,” the
organization headéd by L5, Jay
E. John=son, New York City, the
malntenance officer at  that

time, buslied itself getiing the
Jeepe

vehleles, tanks, tracka.

~ Army’s ‘Experiment Pays Big Dividends

half-tracks, puns, cannhons, 19
and 5S0-calibre machine guns,
and overything readied for the
jump-afd, far It had been whi-
spered everywhere that “*Biood
and Cuts” wax going o start
a “push.™

The cncmy was just o fow
miles east, and now and then
drapped a few long-range ariil-
lery shells Into the Army head-
guarters not oo far away. He
had been digRing in for ihree
months, preparing all sorts of
defenses apfalnst the day when
the Amertcans. would sftart a
new attack agalnst him. Sinec
September the Third Army
had mot moved very far, and
Jerry-had nad time 1o Pul more
care Into hils work of hullding
defonocs.,

The area in which the TELET
was to operate headed i the
general direction of Sarregue-
mines, and Iimpoartant Shar
basin city, down ftowards Sarre-
rouri, anoiber key town, You'll
find them a} ] Your Hi{tILH
A e Sarreguemines was
Saarbrucken, the sori of “'ca-
pital™ for the area South of
Sarrelourg “was ‘.-j.tr:lhnurE. i
larger clty than Saarbrucken,
and  eqgually . af  Imporiant
THrecily north of the TEIst area
was the tough German-held
bastion of Melz, still untaken
Lut  hard-pressed by three
Third Army divisions of in-
fantry at thatl thne. Souwih o
the TEIst arca were 1FGOpEE O
the Seventh UE. Army, with

whom the Third had r|1r'rr1|,:|:L
@ junction ot Ddjen, far sowth,
previaoniy,

It 8 Impariant o under-
stand 1he geofraphical bock-
ground in order to appreciate
the way b milltary osperatien
at the front lines i= planned,
its purposes and objestives,
and the =strategicsl value of
these slements,

In the region designated for
the dMih divieion and il at-
toched units lay escape and
supply routes, both raill and
matar, [or the hRard-presaed
MNazls ensconced in Metz with
its mumerons forts, The Third
Army wanted Metn I hod to
hawe it FPlons embraced  the
cutting of cach of these routes
on a sl gchedule, wilith oyory
Third Army element given &
specific -time [or the accomp-
lishment of s mission o 04
in with the completion of ather
missions Gy other units, Evory-
thing was planned 10 the most
mmdmmale detall.

Elimination fo the sicape and
supply routes behind Mets, to-
warkds (the Sasar basin, would
allow ihe three divisions on
the north and south, Lo eom-
plete e  encifctemenl.™ And
that was the tazk of the 26th
"Yankeo Infantry dlvision.
which had the T8lst Tank bat-
tallon as s srmored support
Thie 7Ol '-ll'il-!-I n CAOfArale™ BAt-
tallen, mot -a part- of any
armored  “division,

Record set by Negro Tunkef;

{Cantinued from page 36

In its astaiilt on a Aeding JErmy
horse and motordrawn columio,
450 wheeled vehicles were bee
strayed, One ammo dump was
Llown  up. seven Slegfeied
townda wera taken, three of
them belng . completaly s demo-
lished, A tolal of 833 Germans
wore killed, and 31,360 coplured,
All this action todk place over

some of the most dificuls
mouniain tetrain o all Ger-
meany,

Inflicied heavy casuallies

A complete total of dalmage
inflicted on the eaemy by the

Batiallon would resd ke & T'F
for three ar four divisions, In-
cluded among s accom gl kei-
ments are the taking of four
mrflelds and a radio station, de-
giruetion of & of the Nazis" fas
mebsks Emm guns, 4 Mark v and
¥ tanks, and 331 machine=-gan
nests. Casualtles o the Geér-
mans Lnclhude 6246 Killed -and
15,018 captured. It must be smi-
phasized that these Ggures re-
present definite (otals aocredit- -
e o the Batfallon itsslf, agd
do mot inelude those for whith
it was responsible, direetly or
indirectiy, while pperaling with
warions  diviskons,



